Ahmedabad Mirror Bureau
amfeedback@timesgroup.in

ou know about Archimedes'

Eureka moment, and you

know about Newton's apple.

But do you know how Aryab-

hata discovered the mathe-
maticalimportancecf zero? Neitherdo
we. Concerned by thisapparentlackof
awareness, the Indian Institute of
Technology-Gandhinagar (0T-Gn) is
holding a workshop, to explore the
scope to improve History of Science
studies in India.

Showinghow almostallof Eurcpe's
mathematical advancements were in-
spired by mathematical advance-
ments taking placein India, aerospace
scientist and Padma Vibhusan awar-
dee Roddam Narasimha said the sub-
ject needed to be included in main-
strearn education.

CAN'TIGNORE ORIGIN OF SCIENCE

“Wecannot afford toignore the origin
of sciences in our country, as young-
sters need to know the roots of impor-
tant innovations, discoveries and in-
ventions in the country,” he said, on
DayOneof the two-dayworkshop that
began on Saturday.

Youngsters seem to agree, Class 9
student Shivam Trivedi (14) called the
workshop an eye-opener, and 11T-Gn
BTech student Dhyey Shah (18) said,
“Theoriginsof science in India isintri-
guing. Induding this subject in the
mainstream would help us learn how
our practices have evolved overtime.”

HT-Gnalready offers an elective in
the subject, taught by Michel Daninc,
ThelIndology expert, whois original ly
from France, said that scholars differin
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Padma Vibhusan @ ardee Roddam Narasimhba (right) addresses an audience at the workshop

Bridging gap hetween
history and science

Indian Institute of Technology- Gandhinagar workshop sees experts
looking to improve scope of History of Science studies in India

their perspectiveson the history of sci-
ence in India. “Some scholars find no

science in ancient India. Tothem, her

contribuionsarelimited, atbest, tothe
decimal place-valuesystemof nurmeral

notation.... Atthe other end, over en-
thusiastic exponents havetried to por-
trayearly Indianscientistsascreators of
virtually all science, and inventors of
wondrous machines such as vimanas

or nuclear weapons. Both stands are
untenable,” hesaid.

“There are many high achieve-
mentsinthehistoryof scienceinindia,
but their development was, as else-

There are many
high achievements

science in India,

== hut their
development was, as elsewhere, a
gradual process, rich n brilliant
msights but also, at times, in emors
o approximations.

MICHEL DANINA
Indology expert

where, a gradual process, rich in bril-
liantinsightsbutalso, attimes, inerrors
orapproximations,” headded.

Educators say being familiar with
the history of science wou ld make sci-
enceeasierto teach. Science communi-
catorChitra Upadh yaysaid, “Knowing
the history of science willenableme to
use narratives to teach children since it
will grab their attention.”

COMPARTMENTALISATION BLAMED
Experts also blamed compartmentali-
sation for the subject’s neglect. *Scien-
tists expect historians to explore the
history of science, while historians
thinkofitasthejobofsdentists. Asare-
sult, the number of scholarsworkingin
the field has been shrinking, despite
therisein demand for information on
India's past sdentific and technologi-
cal achievements,” Marasirmha said.

There were around 100 participa-
nts in the workshop including 13
speakers from various institutesin the
country.



