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Muslim students
to counter ‘love
jihad’ protests 
MEERUT: In an attempt to
counter protests against “love ji-
had” by saffron organisations,
Jamaat-e-Islami Hind students’
wing will start a 10-day cam-
paign next month in all 28 dis-
tricts of western Uttar Pradesh,
spreading among youth the
“real and pious” meaning of
words love and jihad.  
Activists of Student Islamic Or-
ganisation (SIO), which has
strong presence on the Aligarh
Muslim University campus and
among other Muslim students,
would visit colleges in the re-
gion spreading the message
“bridge the gulf, bring the
change” and also how certain
Hindu outfits are “trying to draw
political mileage out of these
protests (protests against love ji-
had), many of which have taken
a violent and communal turn in
several towns so far”. ENS
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3 MILITANTS KILLED 

IN ENCOUNTER
SRINAGAR: Three militants we-
re killed in a gunbattle with Army
troops along the LoC in north
Kashmir Wednesday. After receiv-
ing specific information about the
presence of a group of militants,
the troops launched an operation
along the LoC in Keran forward
area in Kupwara Wednesday, a
defence spokesman said. In the
encounter that took place betwe-
en the troops and militants, three
militants have been killed, the sp-
okesman said. A large quantity of
arms and ammunition, including
three AK-47 rifles, 15 magazines
and 319 rounds of ammunition,
were recovered from them. PTI

Bollywood dreams vs ‘love jihad’ nightmare

OBCs, the matter has to be
first referred to the NCBC.
This is an intricate question
and clubbing all of them to-
gether as one category of
OBC may pose problems,
both practically and politi-
cally,” it contended.

It said that some of the
transgenders may already be-
long to the backward classes
and clubbing them as one class
may not be “prudent”. The
government put forth this
“practical” problem although
it admitted there was an as-
sumption that transgenders
did not maintain caste or com-
munity identities. 

This may be seen by a sec-
tion of society as an attempt by
the government to entrap the
issue of granting OBC status
to transgenders in typical bu-
reaucratic red tape, consider-
ing the usual long-drawn pro-
cedure at the NCBC. 

Another serious objec-
tion flagged by the govern-
ment pertains to the judg-
ment underscoring that the
term ‘transgender’ can be
construed in wider sense to
connote the entire Lesbian,
Gay, Bisexual and Transgen-

der (LGBT) community. 
The Centre has refused to

accept such a wide definition
of ‘transgender’ and sought a
declaration that lesbian, gay
and bisexual would be kept out
of this class. 

Pointing out a distinction
between the sexual orienta-
tion of a person and a sense
of gender identity, the plea
said that the “ambiguity” cre-
ated by the judgment re-
quired a clarification. 

Dimming the glimmer of
hope offered by the April ver-
dict, the government has
asked the court to issue appro-
priate orders, which means
that the authorities would not
be obligated to provide bene-
fits of the social welfare and
intensive health care pro-
grammes that the SC had di-
rected to be granted to the en-
tire LGBT community.

The government also said
that the term ‘eunuch’ is not an
equivalent of ‘transgender’ or a
variant of the latter and hence it
has to be left out. 

It added that an expert
committee, set up by the gov-
ernment, had submitted its re-
port in January 2014, months

before the SC judgment, but
this fact could not be informed
to the court due to a “commu-
nication gap”. 

The government said all
the recommendations by the
committee cannot be com-
pleted within six months from
the date of the judgment, as or-
dered by the court, and asked
for more time. 

However, the applications
did not give any time line to im-
plement the recommenda-
tions, nor specified the types
of recommendations. 

The government has also
proposed a clear-cut defini-
tion of ‘transgender,’ plead-
ing for an approval. 

The definition, as pro-
posed, defines transgender
as: “All persons whose own
sense of gender does not
match with the gender as-
signed to them at birth. 

They will include trans-
men and trans-women
(whether or not they have un-
dergone sex re-assignment
surgery or hormonal treat-
ment or laser therapy etc)...
and a number of socio-cultural
identities, such as kinnars, hi-
jras, aravanis, jogtas, etc.” 

Ajit Pawar supporting the cause as the
state has a huge following of the Dalit icon,
the cost was not a big factor. Raut said, “It
is not a question of possession of the prop-
erty. But symbolic gesture to salvage the
historic house and retain its significance.”

State Minister for Social Justice Shiva-
jirao Moghe has signed the proposal,
which would require the intervention of
the Centre as it related to a property in
London. 

“The Ministry of Social Justice has
given its written approval for the project.
The chief minister is also in favour of ac-
quiring Ambedkar’s home in London. The
state has communicated the same to the
Ministry of External Affairs and British
High Commission in Mumbai,” Raut said.

In its letter to the Centre, the state gov-
ernment said, “A rare and timely opportu-
nity has arisen to purchase the former Lon-
don residence of Dr Babasaheb
Ambedkar... as the landlord has published
an advertisement for sale of the house. It is
a historic place where Dr Babasaheb
Ambedkar lived in 1921-22.”

Raut said, “Financially, it is absolutely
not a constraint as the total cost required is
just Rs 40 crore.” 

Citing an example, he said, “The state
government on Tuesday gave its approval
for Rs 130 crore Dr B R Ambedkar Con-
vention Centre at Nagpur. Compared to
that, this project involves only Rs 40 crore.”

the Samajwadi Party government in the state, cer-
tain communities had been “rendered second-class
citizens” because of the “favorable treatment given to
minorities”. The Election Commission had barred
Shah from campaigning in the state. The ban was
later lifted after Shah asked the EC to reconsider its
decision, saying he had not violated the model code
and his remarks had not been recorded in the right
perspective.

A case was registered against Shah at the New
Mandi police station for violating the model code of
conduct following the EC’s directions. The police
said the EC had taken suo motu cognizance of the
matter and issued a directive to them to investigate the
charges. “The EC asked us to investigate the remarks
made by Shah. The investigation was carried out on
the basis of comments that he made, which were also
recorded. These videos were later reported by televi-
sion channels and are in the public domain,” said IG
Meerut zone, Alok Sharma.

“After the filing of the FIR, the court will summon
Shah and ask him to place his view, following which the
charges could be framed,” he said. 

DSP, New Mandi Circle, Yogender Singh, said a
chargesheet has been filed against Shah under IPC
sections 153A (promoting enmity between different
groups on grounds of religion, race, place of birth,
etc.), 295A (deliberate and malicious acts intended
to outrage religious feelings of any class) and 505
(false statement, rumour, etc. circulated with in-
tent to cause mutiny or offense against the public
peace), and Section 123-3 of the Representation
of the People Act (making an appeal to vote on the
grounds of religion amounting to corrupt practice).

Surajkund, Meerut. The 14-
year-old girl is expected to
record her statement before
the court.

A day after news of the two
students going missing had
spread, right-wing protesters
had hit the streets in Meerut,
holding a road blockade, van-
dalising and robbing two shops
owned by Muslims and attack-
ing the house of a Muslim, to
put pressure on the police to
arrest the boy.

The youngest of eight sib-
lings, including three sisters,
the 15-year-old boy apparently
fled home only to become a
singer. With their father away
in Maharashtra working as a
carpenter, it’s the boy’s eldest
brother, 30, who takes care of
the family. A carpenter, he
barely manages to provide for
the family.

Says a sister, “Our mother
would scold him and tell him
to be more religious and read
the namaaz. Uski baat humne
kabhi suni nahin... uske gaane
ka shauk poora nahin kiya. Aur
ab aise din aa gaye ki usko ghar
chodna padha (We never lis-
tened to him... didn’t fulfill his
passion for singing. Things
came to such a state that he
had to leave home).”

The sister adds she had
gifted him a mike on Eid in July
and earlier a keyboard. “But
for a year he had been asking
me to get him admitted into a
music school. I couldn’t.”

The family has recovered a
memory card, which has video
recordings of him singing. “He
used to record the songs on my
mobile, then transfer these to a
memory card,” says a brother.

At one point though, the

boy wanted to join IIT. “He
scored 91 per cent in Class IX.
He said he wanted to take tu-
itions and join IIT so that he
could earn Rs 1 lakh a month.
He always dreamt big,” says his
sister.

Police say the boy’s friend
too was good in academics,
and the private school they
studied in had no complaint
against them.

In his letter to the family
though, the boy mentions the
“embarrassment” he faced at
school over non-payment of
fees once. “There were times
when our brother could not
pay his fees and once he was
asked about it in front of the
class,” says the eldest sister,
who is married but lives with
her children at her parental
home.

According to the police,
the boy told the girl about his
plan to leave for Mumbai to
pursue a singing career, and
she decided to join him. How-
ever, the two didn’t have the
money or the means, and the
boy contacted a friend in
Jaipur, who apparently as-
sured help to get them to
Mumbai. “The boy did not
have a mobile. But he had mes-
saged this friend on Face-
book,” the police said.

The owner of one of the
two shops to face right-wing ire
over the elopement, Mo-
hammed Gulfaam is planning
to shift his Sameer Beauty sa-
lon now. He is the only Mus-
lim owner of a shop in Shastri
Nagar’s Sector 3 area, and he
no longer feels safe, he says.
“My shop was previously at-
tacked during the Indo-Pak
match. This time too my shop

was attacked, luckily I had shut
it down early,” Gulfaam says.

A mob of an estimated 50
people attacked the salon,
broke the door down and dam-
aged property. Gulfaam claims
to have lost Rs 12,000 kept in-
side.

“We have registered a case
of theft and damage to prop-
erty,” say the police.

The other shop damaged
was Rangeela Hair Dresser in
the same area. Owner Mohd
Mobeen was winding up his
business for the day at around
10 pm when the mob came. A
fearful Mobeen fled to a neigh-
bour’s house. “They came with
rods and attacked the mirrors
first,” says Mobeen, adding
that the attackers were young
and had their faces covered.

The police have also
lodged a case in the attack on
the residence of Mushir Zaidi,
who lives in Sector 4, Shastri
Nagar. Apart from an arson at-
tempt and damage to property,
the attackers have been
slapped with rioting charges.
The third case case relates to
a road blockade on Nayi Sadak
in Meerut district by the same
mob.

The girl and boy were
found late in the evening of
September 6. Relieved that the
incident hadn’t blown up any
further, SHO Singh shakes his
head in dismay. “They were
kids,” he says. “They did not
know what they were doing.
They had performed together
before in school.”

In his letter, the boy says:
“Wherever I’m going, it’s to
find success. I’ll never return
home. If you try to find me, I’ll
kill myself.”

Ambedkar’s
London home

Govt objects to SC empowering third gender

Amit Shah
chargesheeted

The official said the
process of winding up will be
set in motion soon. 

As on March 31, 2013, the
company had 1,105 employ-
ees.

In 2000, HMT Watch
Business group was restruc-
tured as HMT Watches Ltd.
However, the company
started making losses soon af-
ter, following which a revival
plan was mooted and ap-
proved by the BRPSE in 2006.
With the Finance Ministry and
Planning Commission not
supporting the proposal, the

government had asked the
company to get the plan vet-
ted by a consultant. 

The company appointed
ICRA Management Consul-
tancy Services Ltd and pre-
pared a revised proposal
based on its report. Later, an-
other consultant was roped in
to study the HMT group of
companies, including HMT
Watches Ltd, following which
another plan was mooted en-
visaging cash infusion of Rs
252.70 crore and non-cash as-
sistance of Rs 1,247 crore. 

According to the Direc-

tors’ Report of HMT Ltd, as
on March 31, 2013, the watch
company could not show sig-
nificant improvement in per-
formance in 2012-13 due to
factors like paucity of working
capital, erosion of trade chan-
nel and high cost of borrow-
ings. It had sales worth Rs
11.06 crore and production of
Rs 14.03 crore during the year.

As regards HMT Chinar
Watches, the report said it
could not be sustained at opti-
mum levels due to working
capital constraints and the
situation prevailing in

Jammu and Kashmir. Most
of the employees have been
given VRS, leaving about 54
employees at the Srinagar
and Jammu units. It had neg-
ligible sale of Rs 0.36 crore in
2012-13 with zero produc-
tion, taking net losses to Rs
51.16 crore compared to Rs
44.04 crore in 2011-12.

HMT Watches has four
units, including those in Ban-
galore and Tumkur in Kar-
nataka, and Ranibagh in Ut-
tarakhand, while HMT
Chinar Watches has two units
at Jammu and Srinagar.

HMT loses race against time, to be shut soon

that flowed silently through the city.
But Pampore town, which lies on the

banks of the Jhelum just before it enters
Srinagar, had been submerged two days
earlier. My youngest sister lives in Pam-
pore. An aunt in Pulwama had floodwater
in her home. Another sister’s husband
and eight-year-old son were trapped on
the top floor of a building in Bemina.

Still, when I rushed to Srinagar, I had
been hoping to travel to Pampore to see
my sister and her family. I was also hoping
to reach my uncle, who doesn’t even live
that far. Three days later, my search hasn’t
even begun.

I am trapped in a safe zone created
on a dry patch of uptown Srinagar city. I
have made an effort every day to go to the
“border”, where the dark floodwaters
that have submerged neighbourhoods be-
gin. I am torn between being a brother, a
nephew and a reporter.

All that I have is the hope that news
from my relatives would be comforting
once the waters recede. There is no way
for me to even plead for a rescue boat to
look for my relatives. Pampore seems in

another continent. I can’t even take a res-
cue boat there.

Standing at the point from where the
Army, NDRF and volunteers are send-
ing out boats to search for people trapped
in Jawaharnagar, Rajbagh, Kursu and
Magarmal Bagh, the only reassurance
comes from seeing the boats return with
rescued inhabitants.

Even after 96 hours, there is no way to
find out what has happened in the sub-
merged areas. No government official is
available to provide details. Survivors can
speak of only their immediate neighbour-
hoods. The priority of the Army, Air
Force and NDRF remains rescue. The
police are trying to rebuild their fractured
formations. There are no medical teams
to attend to the rescued people once they
are brought to dry land. The disappear-
ance of the government has meant that a
defeaning silence has descended over the
story of this deluge.

For Kashmir, September 7 was Black
Sunday: a long, scary night spent awake
watching the dark waters rise in its capital
city, followed by a morning drowned in a

nightmare of water that hasn’t ended yet.
The Jhelum had wreaked havoc all along
its meandering path through south Kash-
mir — and yet, the drowning of Srinagar
was unbelievable, unimaginable.

Even as the river rose at Sangum near
Anantnag to levels where the Flood Con-
trol Department couldn’t even find their
gauge, residents of the capital city be-
lieved the water would come and go, per-
haps staying behind for a while in shal-
low pools and low-lying areas.

One night early in the disaster, Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah was out, moni-
toring the rescue of a toddler from an in-
undated house. His men were making
rounds of places where a few days’ rain
triggers fears of inundation: illegal
colonies in the Jhelum’s catchment area,
which have been allowed to exist because
they fetch votes. 

Once the waters retreat, and what
they have left behind in the neighbour-
hoods of the city emerges in full, Srina-
gar is likely to see a second flood — of
public anger. Which might be equally dif-
ficult to contain.

Torn between being brother, nephew, and reporter

‘Provide screening
facilities at Pune,
Nagpur airports’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

MUMBAI, SEPTEMBER 10

C
ONSIDERING the “urgency
and seriousness” required to
tackle suspected cases of Ebola,

the Bombay High Court on Wednes-
day directed Maharashtra government
to provide screening facilities at the in-
ternational airports in Pune and Nag-
pur, on the lines of the existing facili-
ties at Mumbai airport, within 48 hours.
Justices A S Oka and G S Kulkarni took
note of the affidavit filed by the Cen-
tre that said there were six flights arriv-
ing in Pune from the Ebola-affected na-
tions via Dubai and Sharjah. In
addition, there were three flights land-
ing at the Nagpur airport from Dubai. 

“If the Central government has
provided facilities, the state should also
provide the same facilities. If steps are
delayed, you (state) know the conse-
quences,” the bench said. Though ade-
quate steps have been taken, the two
airports in Pune and Nagpur left scope
for concern, the bench added. 

“(The) state should adopt same

measures, which (the) Union has
adopted. Considering urgency and seri-
ousness, we direct the state to provide
adequate facilities at Pune and Nagpur
on par with the facilities at the interna-
tional airport in Mumbai,” the court
ordered. 

The High Court has also asked the
state government to file a compliance
affidavit on or before September 12.

The court was hearing a PIL filed by
activist Ketan Tirodkar, who had
sought ban on entry of people travel-
ling from west African countries to In-
dia, especially to Mumbai.

The Centre had earlier informed
the court that all passengers arriving
on aircraft originating from the four
Ebola-affected west African nations
were subjected to a “hi-tech” thermal
scanners installed at the entry points of
airports. 

It added that passengers who ap-
proached immigration counters with-
out undergoing health check-up were
refused clearances and sent back to the
health counters. They are bound to get
a stamp and doctor’s signature.

EBOLA ❚ HC says facilities similar to Mumbai
airport should be in place in 48 hours

Shah: Cong says
satisfied that

things moving in
right direction

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 10

THE Congress on Wednesday expressed
a “sense of satisfaction” over the Muzaffar-
nagar police filing a chargesheet against
BJP president Amit Shah for his alleged
“hate speech” during the Lok Sabha elec-
tion campaign in Uttar Pradesh.

“The matter is sub judice but we have a
sense of satisfac-
tion that something
that had caused
major concern
about well being of
the people in this
country is being
pursued under the
law and it is going
in a satisfactory di-
rection,” senior
Congress leader
Salman Khurshid said.

He said “everyone” should be “happy”
about it but refused to go into the issue fur-
ther saying it was  sub judice. 

The case dates back to April 3 when
Shah, in a reference to the Muzaffarnagar
riots, reportedly told a meeting of Jat lead-
ers that this election was about “badla (re-
venge) and protecting izzat (honour)”.

The Congress had approached the
Election Commission, demanding dere-
cognition of the BJP and seeking Shah’s
arrest.

SALMAN KHURSHID

FORECAST

MODERATE RAIN EXPECTED AT
MOST PLACES IN GUJARAT 

TEMPER ATURE

Skywatch

AHMEDABAD 26.6         24.9

VADODARA          25.4         24.2

RAJKOT                  29.3         24.3

SURAT                     28.6 23.7

Max                Min  

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

AHMEDABAD, SEPT 10

IN keeping with the tradition
of hosting talks by eminent
speakers from all walks of life,
the Indian Institute of Tech-
nology, Gandhinagar
(IITGN) will host a talk on
‘Queer Movement in India:
Rights, Struggles and Ac-
tivism’. It will be delivered by
Pallav Patankar, Director-
HIV Programs of India’s first
registered LGBT (lesbian,
gay, bisexual, and transgen-
der) NGO, The Humsafar
Trust at its Gandhinagar cam-
pus on Thursday. 

Patankar who is involved
in LGBT community mobili-
sation such as the Mumbai
Pride March and has served
as a Festival Director for the
Mumbai International Queer
Film Festival will chart out the
history of The Humsafar
Trust. He is expected to dis-
cuss the main issues of the

Queer movement and ad-
dress open discussions re-
garding why these topics are
essential. He will touch upon
issues of gender and sexuality
and the social toll that mar-
ginalisation and discrimina-
tion of ‘Queer’ people has on
the society, read an invite
from the institute. 

“Since Section 377 has
been criminalised in our
country, I felt that Pallav who
has been working for LGBT
rights since the early 1990’s
and is working with the first
LGBT NGO to address rights
of this community in a coura-
geous and single-handed
manner is the right person to
whom students can also put
forward question on gender
and sexuality. Since educa-
tional institutes have been
typically male dominated es-
pecially engineering insti-
tutes, where being heterosex-
ual is a norm, it is topical to
have such discussions. The

talk is open to all engineering
disciplines and UG students
and even the faculty,” says
Tannishtha Samanta, Assis-
tant Professor at the depart-
ment of Humanities and So-
cial Sciences, IITGN. 

On Thursday, IITGN will
also host a talk ‘From Dandy to
Dandi: Gandhi’s Journey to
Social Justice” by Tara Sethia,
Professor of History at the
California State Polytechnic
University, Pomona and who is
also the founder and Director
of Ahimsa Center at the Uni-
versity, which traces the trans-
formative and transforming
aspects of Gandhi’s journey
from trying to become an Eng-
lish gentleman to becoming “a
half-naked fakir.”

It will delve into his experi-
ences of resisting the injustices
of the British rule and de-
manding from the British
complete freedom for Indians,
the same freedom enjoyed by
the English people. 

IITGN to host talk on marginalisation,
discrimination of LGBT community

A group of 25 persons from Rajkot arrived at Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel International Airport in Ahmedabad
on Wednesday from flood-hit Jammu & Kashmir. They
had gone to Kashmir as tourists. JAVED RAJA

BJP most cunning, trying to divide 
nation through love jihad: Akhilesh
MAINPURI: Terming the BJP as the “most cunning” party, Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Akhilesh Yadav Wednesday accused it of trying to divide
the country by talking about ‘love jihad’. “I have said this in the past too
that there is no party more clever than the BJP. I appeal to the people of
Mainpuri to use their mind to defeat it this time,” Yadav said at an elec-
tion rally held here for the Lok Sabha byelections. Alleging that the BJP
was “misleading” people, Akhilesh said, “Those promising to bring
‘achhe din’ (good days) are now chanting love jihad...those talking
about love jihad are cunning people and want to divide the country and
society.” In an apparent reference to BJP MP Yogi Adityanath, Akhilesh
said, “Babas are talking about love jihad. This same baba was once on
his way to Jhansi to spoil the atmosphere.” PTI


