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Dalit woman complains of
pressure to convert, 4 held
BIHAR ❚ Husband, who had converted to Islam, among 7 booked under SC/ST Act
SANTOSH SINGH
PATNA, SEPTEMBER 11

A

MID the arrest of
four of the seven
persons accused of
harassing a Dalit woman
whose husband recently converted to Islam, the Bihar
unit of the BJP on Thursday
sent its “fact-finding” team
to Rampur Khurd village in
Sitamarhi and questioned
why the police did not apply
relevant sections of the IPC
on forced conversion against
the accused.
Police have booked all
the seven accused, including
the woman’s husband, for assault and under the provisions of SC and ST (Prevention of Atrocities) Act. “I still

maintain that it is not case of
forced conversion as the
woman’s husband never
complained about it,” said
Motiur Rahman, Sub Divisional Police Officer at Pupri.
The BJP said the incident
was a fit case to book the
seven accused under IPC sections of 153(A) (promoting
enmity between different
groups on grounds of religion
and doing acts prejudicial to
maintenance of harmony)
and 295A(deliberate and malicious acts, intended to outrage religious feelings).
BJP leader Sushil Kumar
Modi said the party will decide what to do next after getting the report from its “factfinding” team. “Our team has
reached Sitamarhi and would

talk to all the parties. Initial
reports suggest that the
woman was being forced to
convert,” Modi told The Indian Express.
Modi added that his party
has been keeping an eye on
“groups” attempting “forced
conversions” in the state.
It all began a fortnight
ago, when one Yasoda Devi
complained to police that her
husband, 45-year-old Ramkishore Ram, was forcibly converted to Islam and was forcing her and their daughter to
convert to Islam too. She said
her husband, who now calls
himself Mohammed Abdullah Shekh, barely earned Rs
200 daily but around 20 days
ago he gave her Rs 20,000
saying it was his “accumu-

lated earning”. “I have strong
suspicion that my husband
was offered the money by
someone to convert to Islam.
He had converted to Islam a
fortnight ago and came home
wearing kurta-lungi and a
skull cap,” she said.
While police have arrested Mohammed Mustakin, Mohammed Dulare,
Shahid Ansari and Shabbir
Ansari, all residents of Rampur Khurd village, they are
yet to trace Yasoda Devi’s
husband.
Rampur Khurd village
has a mix population of Hindus and Muslims. Yasoda
Devi belongs to Ravidas
community, a Scheduled
Caste, which has sizeable
population in the village.

‘Some Cong MPs asked me to keep
Manmohan out of 2G audit reports’
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 11

FORMER Comptroller and
Auditor General Vinod Rai,
during whose tenure the CAG
unearthed major corruption
scams in the UPA government, Thursday claimed that
some Congress MPs had told
him to “keep the Prime Minister (Manmohan Singh) out of
this (audit reports)” on the 2G
spectrum licence allocation.
Speaking to Times Now
ahead of the release of his
book, Rai accused the former
Prime Minister of failing to
prevent the controversial 2G
spectrum licence allocation
despite some of the ministers
expressing concern about the
process and despite having
been informed by the then
Telecom Minister A Raja
about what he planned to do.
He also blamed Singh for
inaction in putting in place an
auction system for coal block

allocation and making Suresh
Kalmadi head of the Commonwealth Games organising
committee without any government oversight.
Rai said after the CAG
had already produced the 2G
report, some Congress members of the Public Accounts
Committee (PAC) told him to
“keep the Prime Minister out
of this”.
“.....During the course of
meetings in the PAC or the
sidelines of the JPC etc large
number of people told me that
look we need to keep this out
and we need to keep that out.
And I (have) mentioned in the
book that after the PAC meeting on the 2G, Congress MPs
did tell me that keep the Prime
Minister out of this,” he said.
Asked to name the MPs,
he said: “I can’t recall the
names just now, but the Congress MPs who were present
in those meetings were Sanjay
Nirupam, Ashwini Kumar,

Conversion: BJP
sends team to
Sitamarhi village
SANTOSH SINGH
PATNA, SEPTEMBER 11

THE state BJP on Thursday
sent a “fact-finding” team to
Rampur Khurd village in Sitamarhi, where a Hindu woman
alleged she was being pressured by some people from her
village, including her husband,
to convert to Islam.
Although police have arrested four of the seven accused for “harassing” the
woman, the BJP said they
should have been booked under stringent IPC provisions relating to promoting enmity between different groups on
grounds of religion. The police
have so far arrested Mohammed Mustakin, Mohammed Dulare, Shahid
Ansari and Shabbir Ansari, all

from Rampur Khurd village.
Three others, including complainant Yasoda Devi’s husband Ramkishore Ram (45),
who has converted himself and
calls himself Mohammed Abdullah Shekh, are absconding.
Yasoda Devi recently complained to police that her husband, who was “forcibly converted to Islam” in August, and
a few local Muslims had been
“forcing her and daughter to
convert”. Her Dalit community, however, resisted the attempt.
BJP leader Sushil Kumar
Modi said: “Our team has
reached Sitamarhi and would
talk to all parties. The initial reports suggest that the woman
was being forced to convert.
Once we get the details, we will
decide what to do next.”

Sandeep Dikshit...”
“But that was the time
when the report was already
out. And I mentioned to them
that there are letters written
by Mr (A) Raja to the PM and
the Prime Minister has replied
to them on the same day. And
these were decisions that were
taken by the Telecom Minister,” he said, adding that when
the PM had been kept fully informed, there was no way the
CAG reports could have kept
him out. “These MPs certainly
said (to keep the PM out). But
it was too late, the report was
already out, the PM’s name
was very much there in the report,” he said.
When contacted, Nirupam vehemently denied the
charge. “It is a complete lie. I
challenge his memory. I have
never ever spoken to him with
regard to any individual in any
context. I have countered him
and have grilled him in the
PAC meeting,” he said. Niru-

pam said he would send a legal
notice to Rai and file a
defamation case if he does not
tender an apology. Dikshit
said he became a member of
the PAC on April 30, 2011
whereas the report of the PAC
on 2G spectrum allocation
was rejected by the members
two days earlier on April 28,
forcing its then chairman
Murli Manohar Joshi to walk
out of the PAC meeting. “It
seems Vinod Rai has completely lost it. Either he has serious memory lapses or he is
trying to malign me and the
Congress party.”
The Congress lambasted
Rai for his remarks. “There
was a JPC which had looked
into the entire telecom paradigm from 1995 to 2009. The
report of the committee was
adopted by 14 to 11. It had
completed debunked the thesis which Vinod Rai had propounded,” senior Congress
leader Manish Tewari said.

Lanka national infiltrated 3
defence establishments
VIJAITA SINGH
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 11

A SRI LANKAN national
who was arrested for espionage on the directions of a
Pakistani official posted in
Colombo had infiltrated into
three important defence establishments in Chennai - the Officers Training Academy
(OTA), the National Security
Guard (NSG) hub and the
Coast Guard office, the NIA
said on Thursday.
A senior NIA official said
the Sri Lankan was also tasked
to get sketches and photographs of Kalpakkam nuclear
plant and naval bases in Vizag.
Investigators suspect he had
“cultivated some government
servants as fri-ends when he
met them on the pretext of
managing events.”
The accused, identified as
Arun Selvarajan (28), is
wanted in Sri Lanka for al-

legedly sheltering an LTTE
cadre. “The Pakistani High
Commission official, whom
Selvarajan knew as Lanka
Saghe, asked him to go to India
for an aviation course,” the official said.
After he came here three
years ago, he set up an event
management firm called ‘Ice’.
“We are investigating how he
got the capital to start this venture,” a senior official said. The
arrest comes in a case registered against a Student Federation of India (SFI) activist
Thameem Ansari who was
caught in 2012 for allegedly
spying on the directions of
Amir Subair Siddiqui who was
posted as Counselor (visa) at
Pakistan High Commission in
Colombo. While Siddiqui has
been packed off to Pakistan on
India’s request, Saghe whose
real identity is still not known is
still in Pakistan high Commission in Colombo.

Her remarks disowned by Cong, Sheila says
I meant a BJP govt will face floor test
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 11

HOURS after her remarks on
BJP’s attempts to form a government in Delhi were interpreted as support for the move
and created a furore in the
Congress, former chief minister
Sheila Dikshit cleared the air
saying what she meant was that
even if the BJP were to form a
government, it would have to
prove its majority on the floor of
the House.
But by then, her remarks
had already been disowned by
her own party. “Sheilaji’s comments on government formation in Delhi may be her per-

sonal opinion. Congress MLAs
and AICC are totally against
extending support to BJP,”
Shakeel Ahmed, AICC general secretary in charge of
Delhi, said. The party has publicly opposed BJP attempts to
form a government and called
for fresh elections in Delhi.
Speaking toThe Indian Express, Dikshit said “if a party
were to form a government, it
will have to prove its majority on
the floor of the House”. She
said an elected government is
always good in a democracy.
Later in the day, the party
high command gave her the
benefit of the doubt but the
Delhi unit didn’t seem satisfied.

Delhi
Congress
chief
spokesperson Mukesh Sharma
said, “We are shocked by Sheila
Dikshit’s statement on government formation. It is her personal views and Congress has
nothing to do with it. Our stand
is very clear from day one that
Congress will not let the BJP
form government in the national capital.” CLP leader Haroon Yusuf said, “Her earlier
statement is very clear but that
remains her personal view and
not that of the party.”
In remarks earlier, which
were interpreted as support for
BJP manoeuvres to form a government, Dikshit said “in a
democracy, elected govern-

ments are always good as they
represent the people” and “if
the BJP has reached such a situation that it can form government, it is good for Delhi.” She
also said “it is yet to be seen
how a government is formed
and what challenges will be
there for a minority government”.
With 28 MLAs, the BJP is
eight short of a simple majority
in the 70-member House.
The BJP praised Dikshit
for her “straightforward” statement while the Aam Aadmi
Party said that it was not surprised as “there is hardly any
difference between BJP and
Congress”.

Gay rights activist raises pitch
for LGBT-friendly workplaces
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
AHMEDABAD, SEPT 11

SETTING open dialogue for
deliberations on issues faced
by the LGBT community, gay
rights activist Pallav Patankar
on Thursday urged corporates to practice “zero discrimination policy” in a bid to
retain talent pool, while
speaking to students of the Indian Institute of Technology,
Gandhinagar (IITGN) in the
city on Thursday.
Speaking to IITGN faculty and students on “Queer
Movement in India: Rights,
Struggles and Activism”,
Patankar spoke to students of
engineering and humanities
on how many corporates are
now approaching his organization in order to help them
frame policies that help effectively check the stigma and
discrimination in work places.
By raising questions on issues of gender, gender identity, gender expression and
sexual orientation, Patankar,
who is the Director of HIV

BY RAISING questions on gender issues,

Patankar, the Director of HIV Programmes of the
Humsafar Trust — India’s first registered NGO
working for the LGBT (lesbian, gay, bisexual, and
transgender) community — took students
through the work done by his organisation
Programmes of the Humsafar Trust — India’s first registered NGO working for the
LGBT (lesbian, gay, bisexual,
and transgender) community
— took students through the
work done by his organisation
and shared his personal experiences.
“One way of generating a
talent pool is by practicing
policies of zero diversity and
inclusion. Zero discrimination ensures that employees
don’t face the stigma. Students, who will soon enter the
professional sphere, are in the
best stage of their lives to get
sensitized on this issue. I don’t
want that any of these students, who are the best brains

Nithari case: SC lease of life gives
Koli a chance to meet mother
AMIT SHARMA
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 11

“MY SON has never ever
killed even a bird, then how can
anybody believe that he killed
over 16 girls in Nithari? He is
innocent and told me that he
was forced by police to own up
all charges. They gruesomely
tortured him to frame him as
the main accused,” claimed
Kunti Koli, the mother of the
main accused in the Nithari
case, Surinder Koli.
Kunti,a resident of Nekada
village in Almora, was allowed
to meet her son for 45 minutes
at the Chaudhary Charan
Singh Karaagar (Prison) on
Thursday morning. Koli was
facing execution any time this
week following the issuance of
his death warrant, but
Supreme Court on Monday
stayed his hanging for a week.
Had the apex court not intervened, the Meerut prison authorities had completed all formalities to hang him on
September 8. Though Kunti
wished to come to Meerut —
around 400 km from her village
in Almora district — to meet
her son, she neither had the
money nor was she physically
fit to make the journey on her

BJD leader
in RS quits,
says being
‘targeted’
DEBABRATA MOHANTY
BHUBANESWAR,
SEPTEMBER 11

TWO months after his name
was linked to alleged housegrabbing in the CAG report
on allotment of houses and
plots under Bhubaneswar
Development Authority’s
discretionary quota, BJD
leader Kalpataru Das on
Thursday resigned as the
leader of the BJD Parliamentary Party in the Rajya Sabha.
In his resignation letter
to party chief Naveen Patnaik, Das said: “I have been
targeted by certain individuals for the past one-andhalf month. False and fabricated stories are being
apread to tarnish my image...
I do not want the image of
my leader and party to be
tarnished.” Accepting the
resignation, Naveen appointed Rajya Sabha MP
and former India hockey
captain Dilip Tirkey in Das’s
place. Considered to be
Naveen’s political adviser,
Das enjoyed considerable
clout in the party, earning resentment of several of his
party colleagues. But the
tide turned against him after
the CAG report accused Das
and his family members of
cornering plots and houses.

SC to hear review
plea on Friday
The Supreme Court will on Friday hear Surinder Koli's appeal
to reconsider the death penalty.
A three-judge bench led by Justice H L Dattu will take up Koli's
petition. In view of a recent Constitution bench judgement, Koli
is entitled for an open-court
hearing of his review petition.
His plea to stay his execution
was rejected by judges in a inchamber hearing on July 24. ENS
own. A social activist and zila
panchayat member of Nekada,
Narain Singh Rawat, helped
her make the trip to Meerut
and negotiate with jail authorities to let her meet her son.
“After meeting Koli today,
we have no doubt that he has
been deliberately implicated in
the case by police to save his
former employer and industrialist Moninder Singh Pandher,
who also was a co-accused in
the case. We will fight to ensure
justice to Koli,” Rawat said.
“Pandher is the real culprit
and my son is innocent. Surender also expressed a wish to
meet his younger son. He was
born the year Surender was arrested — in 2006,” Kunti said.

in the country, should lose out
professionally due to their
prejudice or fear of diversity
that exists in workplaces. People must realize that any
stigma or discrimination affects the society at large and
takes a social toll on the larger
population,” he said.
Exuding confidence that
the new government at the
Centre will do justice to the
community, Patankar said,
“On August 15, the BJP’s
Mumbai city president Ashish
Shelar attended one of our
“acceptance meets”, in which
parents of LGBT members
spoke of how they came to
terms with the sexuality of
their children. Shelar had ex-

tended his support and added
that he will speak to PM
Narendra Modi on waiving
Section 377 and had even
tweeted about this event.
While RSS leader Ram Madhav was recently reported as
saying, ‘While we are not okay
with gay men, gay men should
not be seen as criminals’, what
I want to say is that we don’t
want to promote homosexuality, we are just asking for our
rights.”
On the sidelines of this
meet, Jasbir Kaur, counseling
psychologist at IITGN said,
“We already have a support
group on campus, called
‘Care’ that looks after gender
equality. However, we will
have to see the pros and cons
of having a formal group to
support LGBT rights like IITBombay has. Once we have
more clarity on that, we can
go ahead with it. IITGN practices zero discrimination policy on campus. After today’s
talk, more students have
come forward to discuss on
such issues.”

