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Transporters begin
indefinite stir in Morbi
Seek party dispatching ceramic products
to bear the cost of damage in transit
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
RAJKOT, SEPTEMBER 22

AROUND 1,000 transporters
of Morbi and Wankaner began
their indefinite strike over a
host of their demands on Monday. The strike is likely to hamper the booming ceramic industry of Morbi which accounts
for approximately 70 per cent of
country’s total production of
ceramic products.
Around 850 transporters
of Morbi and 150 of Wankaner
stopped loading of ceramic
products from Monday and
kept around 3,000 trucks off
roads. However, the striking
transporters said they would allow unloading of raw-materials coming from far away parts
of the state and Rajasthan for a
couple of days.
“Our main demand is that
the party dispatching ceramic
products bear the cost of damage caused in transit. Presently,
the buyers are refusing to accept damaged goods and transporters have to bear the cost.
Similarly, we are also against
giving business to ghost transporters who operate from
Morbi for some time and who
tarnish our name when they are
caught in illegal practices,” said
Prabhat Ahir, president of
Morbi Truck Transporters Association (MTTA).
Ahir said that MTTA had

140 registered members.
“However, our strike has support of around 700 transporters
who are not our members. The
truck transporters’ association
of Wankaner with around 150
members have also joined the
strike,” said Ahir.
Trucks carrying ceramic
products with under-billing
and which are caught at checkpost of Gujarat borders often
make headlines.
The MTTA president said
that they were in talks with
owners of ceramic kilns and
were hopeful of an early solution to this impasse. “We are in
touch with a few owners. We
are meeting them on Monday
night. If they accept our prime
demand of bearing the cost of
damage in transit, we are ready
to end the strike any moment.
After all, the strike is affecting
livelihood of around 6,000 people,” Ahir said.
The strike comes two
days after all the office-bearers of association of ceramic
factory-owners resigned en
masse on Saturday and there
is no industry body representing them. They refused to
comment on the issue.
Sources said the mass resignations were result of differences among members and
office-bearers over the handling of their 45-day long
strike last year.

AMC schools asked to celebrate
Sangh Parivar ideologue birthday
Reading of stories, books exhibition, essay writing and debate
competitions based on Pt Deendayal’s life will mark celebrations
RITU SHARMA
AHMEDABAD, SEPT 22

T

HE Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation
(AMC) School Board
has issued a circular directing
all its schools to ensure the celebration of Pandit Deendayal
Upadhyay’s birth anniversary
on September 25, which is also
the first day of Navratri. This is
the first time that the civic
School Board is celebrating
the birth anniversary of Pandit Deendayal Upadhyay, a
Rashtriya
Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) pracharak who
also worked with RSS founder
K B Hedgewar.
The circular, issued to
more than 450 municipal
schools across Ahmedabad
has directed all schools “to get
all relevant information about
Pandit Deendayal Upadhyay
and stories on his life from the
internet. In order to make students aware about Deendayal’s life, these stories are to
be read during the morning assembly session,” the circular
reads.
Apart from the morning
assembly session, schools have
also to arrange an exhibition
of books on Pandit Deendayal

Upadhyay in the school libraries and teachers should
ensure students are encouraged to read these books on
September 25.
Another event to be organised in schools on this day is
essay writing and debate competitions among students
based on Pandit Deendayal.
“To motivate students,
winners of these events should
be awarded,” the circular instructs school heads.
When contacted about
this circular and the celebrations, School Board Administrative Officer L D Desai who
has issued this circular said, “It
is true that the municipal
schools are celebrating Pandit
Deendayal Upadhyay’s birth
anniversary for the first time.
But along with these events,
the schools are also organising Navratri celebrations on

Pandit
Deendayal was a
philosopher,
historian, a great
thinker and one of the
most important
leaders. Children
should certainly learn
about such leaders
who dedicated their
entire life to the
mankind
JAGDISH BHAVSAR,
School Board Chairman

the same day which is the onset
of Maa Durga’s Navratri festival.”
Similar views were echoed
by the School Board chairman
Jagdish Bhavsar as he justified
the celebrations and said,
“Pandit Deendayal was a
philosopher, historian, a great
thinker and one of the most
important leaders. Children
should certainly learn about
such leaders who dedicated
their entire life to the
mankind.”
Also, as per the sources,

the School Board has also
planned inauguration of two
school buildings on September 25. A newly constructed
school building in Piplaj’s
Ganeshnagar area and another building in Behrampura.
The Ganeshnagar area is
where residents from Sabarmati riverfront have been rehabilitated. Till now, municipal school was running from a
tent which was later replaced
by fabricated structures. After
more than six years, the residents will get a school building.
The list of events does not
end here. An inter-school science fair, including private
and government schools will
be organised at Saraspur municipal school. This winners of
this city level fair would qualify
directly for the state level
event.
Earlier, during the weeklong Teachers’ Day celebrations students were made to
read about other RSS leaders
like Veer Savarkar scheduled
from September 1 to 5 in the
from a book Asmita Darshan
that was distributed by the Gujarat education department in
all schools.

Change of Name

Three days ahead of Navratri festival, an artist gives final touches to the idol of
BHUPENDRA RANA
Goddess Durga in Vadodara on Monday.

Enthusiastic dancers wearing traditional attire
practise garba in Ahmedabad on Monday.

PTI

Centenary of Mahatma Gandhi’s return from
South Africa to be Pravasi Bharatiya Divas theme
EXPRES NEWS SERVICE
GANDHINAGAR, SEPT 22
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THE first advisory committee
meeting for the next Pravasi
Bharatiya Divas (PBD), to be
organised in Gandhinagar in
January 2015, was held in New
Delhi on Monday. Gujarat Finance and Tourism Minister
Saurabh Patel and Minister of
State for Non-resident Gujaratis Pradeepsinh Jadeja met
Union Minister for Overseas
Indian Affairs Sushma Swaraj
for the same.
The 100th anniversary of
Mahatma Gandhi’s return to

India from South Africa will be
the theme of PBD to be held
in Gandhinagar in January
next year. Gujarat Finance and
Tourism Minister Saurabh Patel and Minister of State for
Non-resident
Gujaratis,
Pradeepsinh Jadeja, met
Union Minister Sushma
Swaraj in New Delhi for the
first advisory committee meeting.
The 13th edition of the
PBD will be held for the first
time in Gujarat. It will be organised at Mahatma Mandir
Convention Centre in Gandhinagar from January 7-9.

External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj and MoS
Overseas Affairs V K Singh with Gujarat MoS for Nonresident Gujaratis Pradeepsinh Jadeja and Finance
PTI
Minister Saurabh Patel in New Delhi on Monday.
Saurabh Patel said, “The
theme of the PBD has been decided. It will be the 100 years

of Mahatma Gandhi’s return
to India from South Africa.
Mahatma Gandhi returned

from South Africa on January
9, 1915 and hence all the celebrations at PBD 2015 will be
focused on the centenary year
of Gandhi’s homecoming.”
To be presided over by
President Pranab Mukherjee
and Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, the event is expected to
be attended by over 4,0005,000 NRIs. The advisory committee was attended by
Minister of State for External
Affairs, General V K Singh
(retd) and other senior officials
from the Ministry of Overseas
Indian Affairs and the Government of Gujarat.
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Govt notifies sale of
R1,000 cr securities
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
AHMEDABAD, SEPT 22

THE Government of Gujarat
will be selling Rs 1,000 crore
worth of its stock securities to
help fund various development
programmes and schemes,
particularly those included in
the Annual Development Plan
for the year 2014-15. This auction of stock securities - having
a holding period of 10 years will be conducted by the Reserve Bank of India on Tuesday, stated a release from the
state finance department.
The auction is happening
at a time when the public debt
of the Gujarat has crossed Rs
1.50 lakh crore (as on March

31, 2014). “The debt is utilized
for developmental activities of
the state and in creation of productive assets,” the release
added.
Besides the staggering
public debt, the state government has also extended guarantees on behalf of the government-owned entities and
various statutory bodies of the
state. “With stringent financial
and administrative measures,
the government has been able
to significantly reduce its outstanding guarantees to Rs
6,583 crore on March 31, 2014
from the level of Rs 19,001
crore at the end of financial
year 2002-03,” the release
added.

IITGN and Bangkok
university ink MoU
AHMEDABAD:The Indian Institute of Technology Gandhinagar
and Srinakharinwirot University
in Bangkok have joined hands to
bring a global dimension to their
curricula and research and
signed an MoU here on Monday.
The institutes will exchange students for joint degree and nondegree courses; faculty members; academic materials, carry
out joint research activities and
publications, conduct joint performance, participate in seminars, and academic meetings as
well as take part in special shortterm academic and cultural programmes. A 14-member delegation from Srinakharinwirot
University visited IITGN to discuss opportunities and both the
varsities have agreed to share
knowledge and expertise in the
area of social enterprise. ENS

Union Minister for Water Resources Uma Bharti with
Gujarat Chief Minister Anandiben Patel in
EXPRESS
Gandhinagar on Monday.

Uma forms panel
to trace Saraswati
river’s dried-up path
Says ‘love jihad’ is a social problem,
solution lies with concerned parents
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
GANDHINAGAR, SEPT 22

UNION Minister for Water
Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation, Uma Bharti, has formed
a committee to find out the
path of the dried-up
Saraswati river near Siddhpur in Patan district which
may help increase ground
water level in the region.
Bharti said this while talking
to mediapersons on her oneday visit to Gujarat on Monday. Bharti is here to primarily observe the work done by
Gujarat government to preserve and develop Sabarmati
river which could be replicated in the Ganga Rejuvenation project.
Bharti said that the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) had done a
lot of work on this (finding
the path of the dried-up
Saraswati river) and added
that her ministry had formed
a committee. The committee
includes Amarjeet Singh,
Gujarat-cadre IAS officer
posted with the ministry as
additional secretary.
She also stated that the
committee would make efforts to find out the path of
dried-up rivers in the country. She said that this would
not necessarily mean effort
to recharge the river, but it
would certainly help in efforts to increase overall
ground water level in the region. She added that it was
not yet known if the river
could be recharged.
Explaining the primary
object of her visit, Bharti
said, “I have come to see the
work done by the Gujarat
government on the Sabarmati river. The former Chief

Minister of Gujarat, who is
now the Prime Minister, has
given me a very important
task of rejuvenating GangaYamuna and sister rivers. A
lot of work has been done in
Gujarat (on water resources)
and so I am going to visit
Sabarmati river. Our department will study the work
(done by the Gujarat Government there)...”
In the morning, Bharti
visited Siddhpur to offer
prayers. “Today is a very auspicious day. It’s Krishna
Chaturdashi. And so I had
gone there (Siddhpur) for
Matru Shraddha.”
Later in the day, Bharti
paid a courtesy visit to Chief
Minister Anandiben Patel
during which she also talked
on the work done by the Gujarat government on Sabarmati river.
After meeting Patel at
Swarnim Sankul at the New
Secretariat in Gandhinagar
in the afternoon, Bharti
spoke to mediapersons
wherein she refused to comment on the political imbroglio between the BJP and
the Shiv Sena in Maharashtra on seat-sharing for the
upcoming assembly elections
there.
She only said that like
Akali Dal in Punjab, Shiv
Sena was BJP’s natural ally
and hoped that the issue
should be settled between
the two parties.
On the controversial issue of “love jihad”, Bharti
said that it was more of a social problem. She added that
the government would come
into the picture only if there
was a law and order issue involved. Otherwise, she said,
the issue had to be tackled by
the parents.

Court exempts Amit
Shah from appearing
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, SEPTEMBER 22

THE special CBI court Monday exempted BJP president
Amit Shah from appearance
in the alleged fake encounter
case of Sohrabuddin Sheikh.
Shah had sought exemption on the ground of being
busy with work related to poll
campaign. “He being the president of a political party has to
attend election campaigns.
Elections to Legislative Assemblies of Haryana and Maharashtra are scheduled in the
month of October and he has to
attend the meetings and therefore it is not possible for him to
attend the court,” counsel for
Shah, Mitesh Amin, said.
However, counsel for
complainant Rubabuddin
Sheikh, who is the brother of
encounter victim Sohrabuddin

SOHRABUDDIN
ENCOUNTER

Sheikh, opposed the application arguing that Shah has not
been attending the hearings for
a long time. On Monday,
Rubabuddin also alleged before the court that one of the
accused, Naresh Vishnubhai
Chauhan, threatened him in
the court before the proceedings started. In his application,
Rubabuddin sought cancelling
Chauhan’s bail and initiation
of action against him.

