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GOLD SMUGGLERS USING WOMEN, MINOR GIRLS
AS COURIERS AT CITY AIRPORT | 3

SPEEDING CAR SMASHES INTO THREE
TWO-WHEELERS AT KANKARIA | 3

NOW, FIGHT AGAINST PLASTIC RAJ
TEST CASE OF
AHMEDABAD

GUJARAT CITIES AND

THEIR PLASTIC WASTE
City

Among India’s Non-Metros, Amdavad Generates Highest Volume Of Virtually Indestructible Waste

➤ Ahmedabad
➤ Surat
➤ Vadodara
➤ Rajkot

Waste collected in A’bad

OTHER CITIES

1,08,454

➤ Hyderabad
➤ Bangalore
➤ Kanpur
➤ Pune
➤ Faridabad
➤ Lucknow
➤ Coimbatore
➤ Ludhiana

Dumped in the open

97,591
Picked up door-to-door

26,622

198.4
144.21
106.66
103.62
81.55
70.63
66.31
50.68

29.1
17.1
38.5
33.2
58.05
25.08
62.4
31.4

688.84
429.3
425.35
421.01

62.5
91.7
94.8
33.7

THE METROS
➤ Delhi
➤ Chennai
➤ Kolkata
➤ Mumbai

Processed by plants

10,663
Disposed of at scientific
landfill site

*In metric tonne

WASTELANDS AMID US

2,166

Collected by ragpickers

100
In tonnes per month

Total
Plastic waste
plastic disposed/person
waste*
/day (gm)
241.62
43.3
149.62
33.5
28.22
16.93
15.92
12.3

Plastic waste and other garbage choking the Sabarmati

Team ToI

W

e are slowly poisoning
Gujarat with plastic and
this toxin will continue to
affect people for generations to
come. The latest Central Pollution
Control Board figures suggest that
the four major cities of the state are
virtually plastic addicts. Today,
among India’s 60 non-metro cities
and towns, Ahmedabad, Surat, Vadodara and Rajkot
figure prominently for releasing maximum plastic
waste in the environment.
Ahmedabad is next only to
the four major metros of
the country in the unbridled use of plastics.
Each Amdavadi disposes of daily 43.3 grams
of plastic—equivalent to
the weight of 14 plastic
bags — which is higher
than what an average
Mumbaikar generates
in a day. By that count,
Surtis junk 11 plastic
bags a day. In Vadodara,
the number is five bags while in
Rajkot it is four. Ahmedabad is just
behind metro cities in terms of
plastic-waste generation. In Delhi,
for instance, each resident disposes
of 15 plastic bags a day.
In Ahmedabad, the walled city
produces the highest volume of
plastic waste. The walled city is

spread over 16.4 sq km, which is
just 3.5% of Ahmedabad’s 466 sq
km area. The central zone of the
city today produces 25% of its total
plastic waste! Similar is the case
with the walled cities of Vadodara
and Surat which are, in fact, the
hubs of economic activity in those
cities.
Gujarat is also one of the main
suppliers of banned
plastic bags (those
less than 40 microns
in thickness) in the
country. For instance,
on September 24, the
Chennai Municipal
Corporation (CMC)
seized 3,885 kg of
plastic carry bags
which were less
than 40 microns in
thickness. Most of
the consignments of
these bags had
crossed the Ranipet
checkpost from Halol
in Gujarat and
Daman and Diu. On
September 10, the
Karnataka State-Level Plastic Advisory Committee had noted that
in 2011 about 60% of plastic bags,
including the banned ones, came
from Daman, Vapi and Halol.
The data collected from major
municipal corporations and some
nagarpalikas in Gujarat suggests
that in the state, 8,336 tonnes of

municipal waste is generated every
day. Out of this, more than 88% (or
7,378 tonnes) is “collected”. However, of the total municipal waste
collected in the state, only about 116
tonnes (or 1.57%) is treated. This
data does not include waste collected from around 18,000 villages
where there is no system of collecting data on waste disposed.
A significant component of this
waste consists of plastics. “There
was a time in the good old days
when stuff was built to last. A
hardy refrigerator or a washing
machine lasted for 10, 20, or 30
years. But these days most consumer products in our lives are

MILLION-YEAR THREAT
Plastic takes longest to degrade
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WHAT IS WASTE SEGREGATION ?
Waste can be recycled only if it is segregated into ‘wet’ and ‘dry’ forms.
Wet waste or organic waste like vegetables and fruit peels can be
composted. Dry waste, like plastic bags, can be recycled.

WHAT DOES WASTE SEGREGATION ACHIEVE

?

This simple exercise helps reduce earth, water and air pollution. Also,
less and less waste ends up in landfills. In the process, you make the
world a better place to live in

?

HOW IS IT DONE

Keep two separate containers in your kitchen — one for dry waste and
the other for wet. Dispose of your wet waste daily. Store the dry waste
at home and dispose it of once a week

WHAT IS DRY WASTE

Ankur.Tewari@timesgroup.com

A study by United States Centres for
Disease Control and Prevention has
found that overmedication makes patients vulnerable to other infections and
at times bacteria gets resistant to antibiotics.
Another noted pediatrician Dr Rakesh Sharma echoes Dr Shah's views.
“These drugs not only kill harmful bacteria but also destroy good bacteria. It's important to take the full dosage prescribed.
Often, people don't take antibiotics properly and put their health at risk,” he says.

3 women among
four held for
stealing utensils
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Ahmedabad: A team of Sarkhej police caught a gang of four,
including three women, for
stealing brass and copper utensils. The cops recovered utensils
worth Rs 2 lakh from the group
on Sunday.
According to police, working
on information, the team caught
Umesh Chekhaliya, 22, Gajraben Chekhaliya, 68, Leela Dudhrejiya, 45, and Neeta Vanudiya,
40, all residents of Gadhda in Botad district. The group was
caught when they were approaching a buyer in the area.
“During their questioning,
they confessed that they used to
go to various utensil shops in areas such as Vasna and Manek
Chowk and ask the shopkeeper
to show utensils. The women
members of the group used to
wear long skirts with multiple
pleats in which they have made
pouches to conceal goods. They
used to steal the utensils when
other group members used to
engage the shopkeeper in talks,”
said an investigator.

?

WHAT IS WET WASTE ?

Paper, plastics, metal, glass,
rubber, thermocol,
styrofoam, fabric, leather,
rexine, wood

Paraphernalia of rituals, packed in plastic bags, dumped on Gandhi Bridge

Be cautious with strong
antibiotics, warn experts
Ahmedabad: Two-month-old Vivan
Shah had mild fever and was prescribed
heavy antibiotics by doctors. He improved for a week, but later developed
bacterial meningitis that led to hearing
loss. Studies show that more than half the
patients in India are being advised antibiotics for cold, flu and diarrhoea. This is
alarming as doctors are prescribing
strong antibiotics even for a viral infection, say experts.
In more than 80% of viral cases in the
country, patients are prescribed strong
medicines that inhibit the growth of microorganisms even when they can be successfully treated with simple oral rehydration salts, says Dr Abhay K Shah.
He was talking to TOI on the sidelines
of the two-day Antimicro Biocon conference that concluded on Sunday. According to Dr Shah, “Zero antibiotics are required in cases of uncomplicated cold
and flu. About 90% cases are viral or sinus infections and can be treated with
ORS and zinc tablets. A mild antibiotic
should be given for skin infections, while
80% of diarrhoea cases can also be treated with ORS solution.”

designed to last for only a short
while. The most disturbing aspect
of this culture of disposable goods
is plastic — be it in the form of bottles, bags or accessories. Consequently, plastic has become an indestructible bane,” said a senior
official of Ahmedabad Municipal
Corporation (AMC).
Ahmedabad is the only city
among eight municipal corporations in the state to come out with
a zero waste policy, which is supposed to be achieved till 2030. A
major thrust of this policy on recycling of waste. The other Gujarat
cities are yet to think in that
direction.

➤ Waste is normally thrown in vacant plots,
unused government lands, drains, and on
the streets
➤ More often than not, there
are no proper dustbins in
residential, institutional and
commercial areas
➤ People generally use the
following items to collect
waste at source: buckets,
polythene bags, and plastic or metal bins
with or without lids
➤ People usually don’t take waste to
designated points because they want to
avoid walking to the disposal points
➤ In most cases, wind blows the heap of
solid waste into
large areas.
Rains
aggravate
the
problem
of spread
of waste

Food items, hygiene products, yard
waste, tissues and paper towels,
including any other soiled item that
can contaminate recyclable items

Advance tax collections
grow by 6.1% in state
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

ADVANCE TAX COLLECTIONS

Ahmedabad: In what could be seen as initial signs of
revival of economy, advance tax collections in the
state recorded 6.1% growth in 2014-15 till September
15. According to the latest data of the income tax department, Rs 11,680 crore in taxes were collected by
September this year in comparison to Rs 10,998 crore
last year during the same period.
Ahmedabad zone recorded the highest collection
of Rs 7,108 crore in the first half of financial year
2014-15 against Rs 6,404 crore collected in the same
period last year. Axis Bank emerged as the biggest
contributor with tax deposits of Rs 1,800 crore, up by
Rs 300 crore from the last year followed by top pharmaceutical companies, Adani Ports, Vodafone and
GSFC. Among pharmaceutical companies, Cadila
Healthcare which had zero deposits in advance tax
last year, deposited Rs 75 crore this year while Torrent Pharma’s deposits recorded an increase of Rs 10
crore in comparison to the last year.
In the total advance tax collections, Rs 7,108 crore
were deposited by corporates while Rs 4,500 crore
were from non-corporates. Overall, the country recorded growth of 7.1% in advance tax collections
compared to the previous year. Owing to the economic slowdown, rising bad loans in banks and payment
of lesser taxes by major corporates, advance tax collections had reported shortfall in the last fiscal year.

GSHSEB science exam
from Oct 11
Ahmedabad:Gujarat
Secondary and Higher
Secondary Education Board
(GSHSEB) will conduct the first
and the third year science
examinations from October 11.
Schools will have to approach
the board for any changes in
the hall tickets between
October 6 and 10. TNN

7.000 teachers yet to get 6th
pay panel arrears: Cong
Ahmedabad: Gujarat Pradesh
Congress Committee (GPCC) on
Sunday accused the state
government of misleading 7,000
teachers and not paying them
arrears in accordance with the
sixth pay commission.
“The BJP government’s policies
are anti-employees,” GPCC
spokesperson Manish Doshi said.
He added that Gujarat ranks 22nd
in education due to widespread
corruption in the state. TNN

ZONE WISE
Zone

Advance Tax collections*
2013-14 2014-15

Target
19,500

Ahmedabad

6,404

7,100

Vadodara

1,800

1,700
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3,000
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2013-14
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1,500
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Torrent Pharma
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Adani Ports & SEZ
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Cadila Healthcare
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Vodafone India

50
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Axis bank

*Rs in cr till September 15, 2014

Mars mission
story to be
retold at IIT-Gn
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Ahmedabad: The low cost of
Isro’s Mars mission, which
saw the organization send the
Mangalyaan to the red planet
on its maiden attempt has impressed the whole world. But
what went behind the preparations for the historic mission?
At an interaction with students at a two-day Design and
Innovation
Expo
called,
Amalthea, to be held at IITGandhinagar this weekend, Isro scientists will give an idea of
the groundwork done for the
Mars mission. They will also
explain how low-lost sensors
were manufactured in Ahmedabad and the challenges faced
by scientists of Space Application Centre (SAC) in the city in
executing the project. Sources
at IIT-Gandhinagar said the
scientists will also talk about
the technological prowess that
the nation had to develop to ensure that the Mars orbiter reached its destination successfully.

Anandiben to inaugurate
SG Road underpass today
Yogesh Chawda

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Ahmedabad: The SarkhejGandhinagar
underpass
will be dedicated to the public on Monday. This is Gujarat’s longest underpass at
1,375 metres. Its construction had started in March
2013.
The underpass, which
starts from Sola and ends
near GNFC tower on the SG
Highway, has two flyovers —
one at Thaltej Crossroad and
second near the Gurudwara.
Government sources said
that earlier Union minister
Nitin Gadkari was scheduled to inaugurate it but the
plan got cancelled owing to
his busy schedule. On Mon-

The new underpass on SG Road

day the underpass will be inaugurated by Gujarat chief
minister Anandiben Patel.
The state government

wants to lend a touch of
green to the underpass and
for this, green creepers will
be planted at both its sides.

