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HC SEEKS EXPLANATION FROM DRI OVER
CUSTODIAL TORTURE OF GOLD SMUGGLER | 4

FRESH PLEA IN SC CLAIMS THAT TRANSLOCATION
OF GIR LIONS TO MP MAY HARM TIGERS TOO | 4

‘Convictions in ’02 riot cases GujCET paper error-free
and easy, say students
lower than nat’l average’
Yogesh Chawda

Only 83 Convictions In 863 Cases Till 2012: Stanford Study
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Ahmedabad: Twelve years
after the Gujarat riots, a study
by Stanford Law School has
concluded that the conviction
rate in riot cases is less than
10%. If there were 863 cases
that reached trials, there were
convictions in only 83 cases
till 2012 - which comes to
9.63%. This is way below
18.5% convictions in riot
cases till date across India —
7,281 out of 39,415.
This analysis forms part of
a 138-page report titled "When
Justice Becomes the Victim:
The Quest for Justice After
the 2002 Violence in Gujarat,"
brought out by the International Human Rights and Conflict Resolution Clinic of Stanford Law School, US. The
report, which was released on
Thursday, analyzed the judicial response to the 2002 postGodhra violence.
The report emphasized on

The report has praised the local judiciary for the Naroda Patia
massacre conviction where the approach had been victim friendly

the need for a victim-friendly
judicial process for riot trials.
To substantiate this, the report has cited Best Bakery and
Bilkis Bano cases where the
trials were transferred outside the state by the Supreme
Court in 2004.
On the other hand, the report has praised the local judiciary in the Naroda Patia massacre conviction where the

approach had been victim
friendly.
The report claims that the
SC’s decision to transfer trials
outside state cannot be the solution to thousands of cases
arising out of communal violence. The report has also
pointed out that in the nine
major post-Godhra riot cases,
the SC continued to be the ultimate guarantor of justice.

The Stanford report has
observed that, “A judicial system that relies exclusively on
the Indian Supreme Court as a
guarantor of judicial integrity, rather than the local judiciary, is a fragile one. To be truly
sustainable, the reform process must promote institutional reform at local level in Gujarat.”
The report recommends
that Gujarat’s judicial authorities should ensure that public
prosecutors in the state
should not have political affiliations. The researcher also
recommends setting up an independent commission to
analyze the breakdown of intelligence and law enforcement agencies, disciplinary
action against cops for not
registering proper FIR, technology upgradation in lodging complaints, educating
people to move court in case
police gives them cold
shoulder.

Nagori back in Sabarmati jail

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Ahmedabad: At least two incidents of cheating were reported
from Himmatnagar town during the Gujarat Common Entrance Test (GujCET) held
across the state on Thursday for
admission to medical and paramedical courses. The authorities claimed that barring this
incident of cheating, no other
untoward incident was reported from any part of the city.
Around 47,000 students took
the GujCET. They found the paper easy and free of errors. This
is the first time in the last couple
of years that no errors have
been reported in the GujCET paper.
Students who appeared in
the examination said that they

Ahmedabad: Close associate of Indian Mujahideen
chief Yasin Bhatkal, Safdar
Nagori was
on Thursday
sent back by
Delhi police
to Sabarmati
Central Jail.
Nagori was
taken to Delhi
on transfer warrant in April
2014 as he was wanted in a
case registered under the
Unlawful Activities Act in
2001. Crime branch sources
said Delhi police had finished their investigation

and as Nagori is back in the
judicial custody of the Ahmebabad court, section 268
of the CRPC, for not allowing him to be escorted out of
the jail premises, would automatically apply.
Sources from the Delhi
special cell, who had escorted Nagori to Delhi, said he
was interrogated on different issues, including the
questions of IM’s links with
ISI and Pakistan-based terror groups.
“We quizzed him on the
escape bid, attempted by alleged IM members in February 2013. We managed to extract some information on

With the arrest of
Sajid Mansuri from
Bharuch and Mufti
Abu Bashar from
Azamgarh in Uttar
Pradesh on August
16, Gujarat police
had cracked the
IM module
the post-escape plans of the
IM members and their possible hideouts in Uttar Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh.
We also asked him about absconding IM functionary
Abdul Subhan, a techie-

turned-terror suspect from
Mumbai,” said a Delhi special cell sleuth.
On July 26, 2008, serial
blasts rocked Ahmedabad,
killing 53 people and injuring more than 200.
On August 16, Gujarat police, with the arrest of Sajid
Mansuri from Bharuch and
Mufti Abu Bashar from
Azamgarh in Uttar Pradesh,
cracked the IM module.
Later on, Ahmedabad
crime branch arrested, Nagori on a transfer warrant
from MP jail were he was
lodged in case related to unlawful activities of banded
organization, SIMI.

Panel puts conditions for gasifier use
CPCB, GPCB
Suggest
Measures To
Check Pollution
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Ahmedabad: An expert
panel led by Central Pollution Control Board and Gujarat Pollution Control Board,
after examining various gasifier technologies, has recommended certain measures if coal-fired gasifiers
were allowed to be operated
in the ceramic cluster of
Morbi, to bring pollutions
levels within permissible
limits.
The committee of experts has also recommended
a third-party monitoring to
ensure compliance of pollution norms – in addition to
the routine checks by GPCB
and CPCB -- twice a year if
gasifiers were allowed to be
operated.
The panel had inspected
five modified gasifiers in

MORBI CERAMIC INDUSTRY: HC to hear pollution case today

Morbi’s ceramic units and
placed its report to Gujarat
high court on Wednesday.
The bench of Chief Jusice Bhaskar Bhattacharya
and Justice J B Pardiwala
has kept further hearing on
this issue on Friday.
After conducting the inspection and long deliberations among experts, the
panel said in its 72-page report, “Considering the large
number of gasifiers that
have already been installed
and GPCB has already published the guidelines for gasifiers, it would be advisable
to incorporate suggestions
in guidelines for further upgradation/modification of

gasifier, if allowed to be operated.”
With this, the committee
has laid down a list of parameters that are required to be
adhered to while running
the gasifiers to bring down
pollution to permissible limits as there was no available
technology to ensure ‘zero
pollution’.
The nine-member committee headed by H K Dash,
additional chief secretary of
state’s environment and forest department also advises
long term solution. “Considering the problems faced by
the individual gasifier users,
establishing a common gasifier system incorporating all

the safety and pollution control measures for cluster of
industries is advisable,” the
report reads. The panel also
said, “The association shall
explore the possibility of establishing common gasifier
facility for a group of industries as long term solution
which seems feasible considering the fact that most of the
industries are located within strip of 30X7 km.”
The ceramic units run on
coal gasifiers were closed following a high court order in
October last year. This was in
response to a PIL that
claimed that coal gasifiers
cannot be used due to prohibitory guidelines by CPCB.
The rule mandates that such
gasifiers have to be run on
LNG in Morbi, which produces almost 90 percent of
the wall, floor and vitrified
tiles in India. Ever since the
court order, many units have
switched to expensive natural gas which has hit them
hard and put them on a backfoot in their competition
with
Chinese
ceramic
industry.

relaxed as soon as they read the
questions. “I was tense. Last
year, there were several goofups but this year there were
none. I expect to get 108-110 out of
the total 120 marks,” said Megha
Patel. Another student, Karan
Chauhan, said that he too had

ACPC plans seminars
on admission process
Ahmedabad: The Admission
Committee for Professional
Courses (ACPC) will organize
36 seminars across the state to
create awareness and give an
understanding to the stu-

Delhi Cops Had Taken Him For Questioning About IM Operative
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Students come out of a centre after appearing in GujCET on Thursday

VALUABLE TIPS

dents for admission to the professional courses.
The series of 36 seminars
will be kicked off from May 10
in Ahmedabad. Of 36 seminars, three will be organized

each in Ahmedabad, Surat
and Vadodara, while the remaining 27 will be held in various cities across the state. In
the seminars, ACPC officials
will inform the students
about filling up forms for the
admission to engineering and
pharmacy courses.
The officials will also explain to the students about
what would a student be required to do once he gets admission, according to his
choice of seat.
The ACPC will inform the
students that once they get admission and pay the fees in
the institute, they will have to
inform the ACPC and confirm
their admission.
“The students will also be
given information about how
to fill up their choices and various possibilities where the
student will be eligible to get
admission,” said an ACPC official. TNN

found the paper easy. He further
said that when he set out to for
the examination centre today,
he was worried but was free of
all tension now. Chauhan that
he expects to get over 100 marks.
R R Varsani, chairman of
the Gujarat Secondary and

Higher Secondary Education
Board (GSHSEB) said that an
experts team is minutely examining the paper. Its answer keys
will be posted on Friday on the
GSHSEB website. He further
said that there were no reports
from any part of the state about
errors in questions. The result
of GUJCET will be declared
along with Class XII (science) results, he said.
The examination was conducted at 194 centres in 33 districts across Gujarat. A total of
47,010 students took the test
across the state. Out of this, the
number of girl examinees is
28,661 while that of boys was
18,349. Also, 37,644 students
were from Gujarati medium
while 9015 were English-medium students.

CALCULATE YOUR MERIT MARKS
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of the percentile rank in Physics,
Chemistry and Mathematics in
board examination

of percentile rank in
Joint Enterance
Exam (JEE)

For instance, if a student is
in 92nd percentile in
Physics, Chemistry and
Mathematics in HSC (science)
and in 82nd percentile in JEE, his
merit will be calculated thus:

A 60% of 92 = 55.2
B 40% of 82 = 32.8
MERIT MARKS =
(A+B) = 88

For the merit list, if two or more students have the
same merit marks, ACPC will take into account
various factors, in this particular order
Percentile
rank when
considering student’s
overall score out of 500
marks

1

If parity in marks still
persists, individual
marks in Chemistry will be
considered

3

In a situation where
everything is identical,
marks obtained in class X will
be considered

5

If the percentile rank
is same, individual
marks obtained in
Physics will be
considered

2

If parity still
persists, marks
obtained in Maths will
be considered

4

Finally the date of birth
will be considered. An
older student will be put
ahead in the merit list

6

Holy books bless new police chowky
Verses From Quran And Gita Chanted At Its Inauguration
TOI

Sarfaraz Shaikh | TNN

Ahmedabad: The newly-built AslaliBhata police chowky in the sensitive
Fatehwadi area of Juhapura was inaugurated with the blessings of both the
Holy Quran and the Bhagvad Gita. Fatehwadi had become something of a
haven for criminals from Uttar Pradesh and Bihar as was revealed after
the arrest of the criminals who had
killed bullion trader Hitesh Zaveri.
The accused were found hiding in Fatehwadi.
Ahmedabad rural police and local
residents came together to build the
police chowky so that cops were prominently visible in the area. But the
mere presence of police was not
enough. The cops had to think of some
way to win the confidence of local people. For that, the rural police came up
with the idea of inaugurating the
chowky amid chanting of verses from
the Quran and the Gita.
DySP P O Bhatt said that the police
needed support of the local people to
drive out criminals from the locality.
“We could have done nothing to free
Fatewadi from crime without involving the local people. We wanted to send
out the message that we want to work
for people of Fatewadi which has a
large Muslim population. The best

For communal harmony, cops invited a Maulvi and a Pandit to recite verses from holy books

thing that we could have done was to
inaugurate the chowky on a note of
communal harmony. For that we
called in a Maulvi and a Pandit to recite verses from the two holy books,”
said Bhatt.
Sub-inspectors Chetansinh Rathod
and P B Jadav also said that the inauguration has had a positive impact.
Now many residents approach the police with complaints against anti-social elements who, at one time, were
holding the entire area to ransom.
“Not only that, we have women approaching us with appeals to free their
husbands from vices such addiction to
alcohol,” said Rathod.

Local residents agree. They say
that they now feel more secure. “Now,
goons don’t roam freely in the area. Local gangs have gone underground for
the time being but we fear they will
surface again. For now, however, we
have the police to give us security. Constant and concentrated efforts are
needed to keep the locality crimefree,” said Soeb, a local resident who
works for a private company.
It may be recalled that after UPbased gang of criminals involved in
the loot and murder of Hitesh Zaveri
was nabbed from Fatehwadi, the rural
and the city crime branch had combed
the entire locality.

Top colleges of state may be
allowed to charge higher fees
TIMES NEWS NETWORK
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Ahmedabad: The state education department is thinking of
introducing a variable fee structure for colleges of the state offering technical courses, based
on their academic standards
and infrastructure. If implemented, colleges and institutes
having better academic standards and infrastructure facilities would be allowed to charge
higher fees.
The new fee structure is likely to come into effect from this
year’s academic session beginning June 15. “Academic standards, academic performance
indicators (API) and accreditation of colleges and institutes
are being taken into account to
formulate the new fee structure,” said an official of the state
education department. The fee
regulatory committee of Gujarat, headed by a retired judge of
the Gujarat high court, has held
several meetings in this regard.
A state education depart-

IIT-Gn to discuss academia-industry ties
Ahmedabad: Indian Institute of Technology-Gandhinagar (IIT-Gn)
will see leading industrialists from across the country discuss ways to
strengthen industry-academia relationship on Friday. Termed as a
‘Industry Partnership Retreat’, it is being held for the first time as a part
of IIT-Gn’s plan to expand and scale-up its engagement and
communication with industry. More than 30 industrialists will take
part in the discussions that will have Prof Sudhir K Jain, director, IIT-Gn,
and several senior faculty members participate. IIT-Gn currently has
industry relations with Underwriters Laboratories (UL), The Ricoh
Company Ltd and Nielsen LLC. This event will help develop a roadmap
for engaging with industry in an effective and sustainable manner.

ment official said: “The good colleges will be allowed to charge 10
to 15% more fee. Those institutes
with good API will get approval
for a further 10 % fee hike.”
On Thursday, representatives of more than 300 self-financed institutes (SFIs) of Gujarat met at the office of
Knowledge Consortium of Gujarat (KCG) near Gujarat University campus. Officials of the Admission
Committee
for
Professional Courses (ACPC)
asked them to submit details

like accreditation and API. The
details were sought on the pretext of setting up a new website
offering information about technical education.
Representatives of many
self-financed institute (SFI)
were uncomfortable parting
with these details. “The committee can only seek details of expenses, fees given to teaching
and non-teaching staff and infrastructure facilities made
available to students,” said an
SFI representative.

