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Heaven to pour another one
TOI

Anandiben
Patel Says God Is
Being Kind
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Ahmedabad: Gujarat is in for a bounty of rain, as weather officials forecast moderate to rather heavy rains in
South Gujarat and the Gujarat region
on Tuesday and Wednesday.
Interestingly, CM Anandiben Patel too had forecast heavy rains. “In
Narendrabhai’s time, Gujarat was very fortunate and we never faced scarcity. After some delay in the monsoon,
there were attempts to create panic,
but God is also kind to us,” said Patel.
“The state has received good rains
now, and in the next few days so much
heavy rain is expected that we may
need to shift people to safer places,”
Patel said.

HEAVY RAIN FORCAST

Patel was speaking at the inauguration of the offices of MPs of Ahmedabad (East) and (West) — Paresh Rawal and Kirit Solanki respectively, in
Khanpur.
IMD (Gujarat) director Jayanta
Sarkar said that an upper air cyclonic

circulation over western Madhya
Pradesh and the adjoining Gujarat region will bring rains to south Gujarat
and the north Gujarat region. Weather officials have forecast moderate to
rather heavy and heavy rains on
Tuesday and Wednesday.
Sarkar said that a low pressure lying over the Bay of Bengal is likely to
intensify, which is good news for Gujarat. “This system will take some
time to come to Gujarat but we will
continue to get good rains,” said Sarkar.
Gujarat has received 32.77% of the
annual average —261.17mm of 797mm
—as of July 28. Ahmedabad has received 35% of its average seasonal
rainfall till July 28.
Ahmedabad city got light showers
on Monday morning even as the
weather remained overcast. “We are
praying and hoping for a good spell of
rains for the city on Eid, which falls
on the third day of the holy month of
Shravan,” said Nikita Patel, a Satellite resident.

Trickles of relief: Dams get fresh inflows
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

LEVELS IN DAMS

Ahmedabad: Gujarat may
not have had good rainfall
this season, but heavy
rains over the past few days
have brought fresh inflows
of water to the dams across
the state. In the 12 days
from July 16, dams in the
state have registered an increase of 1,657.93 million
cubic metres (MCM) in
their storage levels.
However, the quantity
of water stored in the dams
till now this year is 3,718
MCM less than that in July
2013. While the dams have
4,944.92 MCM till now, they
had got 8,663.20 MCM at the
same time last year.
“The fresh inflows in
major irrigation dams is a
sign that the check-dams in

Region

*in million cubic metres

No of
of dams

Total
Capacity*

➤ North Gujarat

17

1,935.87

313.11

346.25

➤ Central Gujarat

16

2,521.76

1,475.11

1,510.16

➤ South Gujarat

13

8,631.42

2,429.57

3,939.11

➤ Kutch

20

330.55

18.97

20.78

135

2,511.93

408.41

505.88

➤ Saurashtra
➤ Narmada Dam

Total

Water level*
July 16
July 24

01

5,625.84

4,125.27

4,682.33

202

15,921.04

4,654.25

6,312.18

several parts have been
overflowing. Water reaches these dams only after
check-dams
overflow,”
said irrigation officials,
adding that about 40,000
check-dams are overflowing now.
The dam storage capacity was recorded at 8am on

Monday and inflow were
continuing. Irrigation officials said heavy rains in
South Gujarat and Saurashtra had increased inflows. “There has been an
increase of 1,510 MCM water in the dams in South
Gujarat between July 16
and July 28, while it has

been an increase of 97
MCM in the dams of Saurashtra during this period,” they said.
Saurashtra’s135 dams
are storing 505 MCM which
was 630 MCM this time last
year. The dams across all
regions
—SaurashtraKutch, North, South and
Central Gujarat — till now
are storing 6,312 MCM,
which is 40.08% of the
15,922 MCM total capacity.
According to officials,
the Narmada dam was receiving good inflows and
this was a big relief. The
water level in the dam
which had touched a low of
114 feet but is now at 118.35
feet and there has been
94.767 lakh cusecs of water
flowing in.

Ahmedabad: Nearly 65%
seats in Master of Business
Administration (MBA) and
Master of Computer Application (MCA) remained vacant
after the first round of allotment of seats.
Of the 23,543 seats available in the two faculties, admissions have been completed only on 8,030 seats.
After the first round of the
allotment of seats, the Admission Committee for Professional Courses (ACPC) has allotted only 8,080 seats, leaving
15,463 seats vacant. ACPC officials said that in the 82 MCA
and 115 MBA colleges there are
23,543 seats, of which only
9,379 seats are registered.
The officials said that this
was expected as after the mock
round a total of 18,053 seats
had fallen vacant. Last year,
10,400 students had taken admission and around 50% seats
had fallen vacant.
In MBA, of the 115 colleges,
only 22% colleges had 100% enrollment, while in MCA it was
only 15.85% of the 82 colleges
that had 100% students. In
MBA, against the capacity of
9,819 seats, only 3,837 seats

Eid Today, State In Festive Mood; CM To Attend Sabarmati Mahaarti
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Ahmedabad/Surat/ Vadodara: Gujarat chief minister Anandiben Patel will
attend the 151-lamp mahaarti of Sabarmati river on Tuesday on the auspicious
occasion of the second bright moon of
Shravan month. The city will be in all-out
celebration mode, as Eid-ul-fitr will also
be celebrated on Tuesday.
The Jagannath temple trust will host
the first-ever Mahaarti at the Sabarmati at 6.45 pm, on the lines of
Ganga mahaarti in Varanasi.
“This is one of the most auspicious days for both communities of the city as mahaarti will
be performed on Eid. We have
invited a large number of Muslim
brothers as such coincidences
are good for the social fabric
of the city,” said a trustee of
the Jagannath temple, Mahendra Jha.
On the other hand, thousands of Muslims gathered outside the
Jumma Masjid, Alif Masjid and Siddi
Syed Mosque, wishing each other after
their ceremonial Eid service, after the
Chand committee chief Mufti Shabbir
Alam announced the sighting of the
moon and declared Eid on Tuesday.
In Surat, the moon was sighted at Rajpore at 7.45 pm after namaz, said Maula-

na Sayed Laturi, the head of Jamiat-e –
Ulema. He also said that news of the
sighting of the moon had also been received from Vadodara and Ahmedabad.
The markets in Rander, Jhampabazaar
and Chowk were lit up with festive lights
and roadside shopping. At Rander,
malpuan, jalebis and Rangooni roti were
the most sought-after items.
In Vadodara, the old city wore a festive
look. The markets at NV Road, Gendi
gate, Mangal bazaar and Tandalja,
were abuzz with people buying
clothes and queuing up outside
food stalls, after Eid was declared at 7.28 pm.
In Ahmedabad, the traditional markets in the walled city
and CG Road were open till late
as shoppers kept streaming
in. Women and children were
seen buying new clothes.
“The celebrations will continue till Tuesday. I have taken
two days leave to visit my family in the city and in nearby talukas,” says
Shakil Ahmed, a software engineer.
Meanwhile, police deployed extra security in key areas. Surveillance squads
of plainclothesmen will be present in
busy areas on Tuesday. “We have set up a
CCTV network to monitor these areas.
Temporary control rooms have been set
up,” says a senior police official.

FAITH IN
HARMONY

WINGS OF BEAUTY

65% MBA, MCA seats
vacant after 1st round
TIMES NEWS NETWORK
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SEATS STAT
Courses

Collages All seats All seats
filled vacant

MBA

115

27

1

MCA

82

13

18

MCA (3rd Sem)

80

29

2

Commerce intake:
4.5k seats unfilled
ver 4,500 seats have

O remained vacant after the

second round of admission in the
commerce faculty of the Gujarat
University. The admission
committee has now decided that
those students who have been
left out will now be called for
personal interview on July 30 and
31. After the completion of the
second round of admission in the
commerce faculty, 4,658 seats
were left vacant.

were filled up. Similarly, in
MCA regular, of the 6,007 seats
only 795 seats were filled up.
ACPC officials said that
there were about 2,491 seats
which were handed over by the
managements back to the
ACPC for filling up seats online. It is worth recalling that

3G: Gambling
Gujaratis head to Goa

the All India Council for Technical Education had from the
last year announced that an
MCA college can admit students separately in the third
semester directly. Those students who have completed
their Bachelor of Computer
Application or had done their
graduation in Bachelor of Science with mathematics were
eligible for direct entry into
the third semester. This led to
increase in vacant seats, said
officials.
Even in the third semester
MCA programme, of the 80 colleges with a capacity of 7,655
seats, 3,398 seats had been allotted. In the first round of admission, the fees have to be
paid between July 28 and August 1. The choice filling for the
second round will begin from
August 1 and the result for the
same will be declared on August 4.

A butterfly perched on a flower at a garden in the city

Mehsana police organize workshop
for UPSC and GPSC candidates
Ahmedabad: Aspiring cops
and bureaucrats in Mehsana
got a leg up from an unlikely
quarter. Mehsana city police
on Monday inaugurated a fiveday workshop to orient youths
to preparations for the UPSC
and GPSC competitive exams.
The cops have joined hands
with SPIPA for the workshop
and drew visiting faculty from
across the state, to help the
youth succeed in competitive

exams.
The project, which is part of
the Suraksha Setu programme
of the Gujarat Police, invited
students who are likely to take
the GPSC exam in October. Special Operations Group of Mehsana Police is managing the
workshop which is being held
at Municipal Arts and Urban
Science College at Nagalpur in
Mehsana.
Mehsana collector Lochan

Sehra, district superintendent
of police J R Mothliya and joint
director of SPIPA B B Nayak attended the opening ceremony,
where the dignitaries gave students an inspiring talk.
J S Chavda, inspector of
Special Operations Group at
Mehsana says, “We got a tremendous response in a very
short time. More than 160
youths from Mehsana joined
the workshop.” TNN

Ahmedabad: The freedom to
gamble in casinos along with
the rains and beaches of Goa
are attracting Gujaratis in
large numbers for the extended weekend which includes
the holidays from Independence Day on August 15 to Janmashtami on August 17.
“It is a well-known fact
that Gujaratis enjoy their
gambling and traditionally play on
Janmashtami
and
through
Shravan.
Goa is a perfect getaway
for a 3-day holiday and with
like the beaches and casinos,
it is more attractive,” said
Manish Sharma, chairman,
Gujarat tour operators association. “Inquiries for Goa increased following the rains.
Most bookings for Goa are of
men travelling in groups,”
added Sharma.
The rush for Goa has also
led to an increase in fares,
with ticket prices almost doubling to Rs 18,000 for a return
flight. “There is only one direct flight to Goa, by Indigo,
and that is running full. Peo-

ple opting to go to Goa will
have to go with a stopover in
Mumbai which is also getting
expensive as the holiday
weekend approaches,” said a
private airline official.
“Every year I enjoy gambling during Janmashtami
and Diwali with my family
but this year I am travelling to
Goa with my friends to enjoy
some real gambling in the casinos there,” said Harshil Patel,
a professional.
People are not
only heading to
Goa but also
planning a 3day sojourn
with
their
family
to
nearby
tourist
destinations
like
Udaipur
and Mt Abu. Hotel owners are
overjoyed with full bookings
in Mt Abu and Udaipur. “We
have been getting bookings
for the weekend in August
since a long time back. Not only Ahmedabad, people are
coming in from other cities
like Rajkot and Jamnagar
too,” said Sanjay Singhal, a
hotelier in Mt Abu. “After this
weekend, the next holidays
are in October so people are
making the most of it,” added
Singhal.

IIT-Gn begins MA course Save Mundra dunes, Yearly bullet train ops to
on society and culture HC tells forest dept
cost `412cr: Report
TIMES NEWS NETWORK
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Ahmedabad: Indian Institute of Technology, Gandhinagar, on Monday became the first
IIT in the country to launch a comprehensive
two-year MA programme in society and culture.
On Monday, the institute started the first
batch comprising 13 students. IIT-Gn had received more than 400 applications from students across the country for the programme,
Students holding a bachelors degree in
any discipline can apply for the course,
which provides an inter-disciplinary approach towards understanding and critically analyzing society and culture. Some of the
thematic areas are identity and difference,
development and exclusion, local and transnational mobilities, India and its literatures,
population and health.
The course covers subjects like archaeology of ideas; South Asia: History, culture and
society; qualitative and quantitative research methods and musical traditions of India. The focus of the course is on South Asia,
with India and Bangladesh forming most of
the curriculum. A thesis at the end of two
years is compulsory.
The four-semester course will require a

KNOWLEDGE HUB

student a total of 80 credits to graduate.
Convener of the programme, Srinivas
Reddy, said: “The course will give students a
critical ability to approach the world and its
many challenges. Careers after the MA programme could be related to journalism, advertising/media, communications, writing,
teaching, human resources, non-profit
(NGOs, policy think-tanks) and of course
higher studies in academia.”

Ahmedabad: Gujarat high
court on Monday asked the
forest department not to allow the removal of sand
dunes from the seashore in
southern Kutch after a PIL alleged that the Adani Port and
Special Economic Zone (APSEZ) had flattened the area
near a small hamlet, Tunda
Vandh.
On July 24, HC summoned the Kutch collector
with a survey report, but the
officer arrived without any
report. He told the court that
he was not aware of the HC
directions. He also even issued a notice to his clerk for
not conveying to him the
HC’s instructions for the survey and report on whether
the sand dunes were flattened.
The petitioner in this
case, Praveensinh Jadeja, alleges that the industrial
group is leveling the sand

dunes in order to show that
the land is reclaimed. The
PIL claimed that the sand
dunes near the shore act as a
natural wall, and protect the
region from natural calamities like tsunamis, high tides
and cyclones. This makes the
region a CRZ-1 region. But
the company has obtained environmental permission by
making a false presentation,
because the report does not
refer to sand dunes in the region.
He also submitted that the
sand dunes in question were
not allocated to the company
by the government for the
purpose of making a shipbreaking yard near Tunda.
“In the absence of any report, the HC asked the forest
department to ensure that
there is no removal of sand
dunes from the seashore,”
said the petitioner’s advocate
N L Jain.
A further hearing is
scheduled for August 11.
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Ahmedabad: A study conducted by RITES Ltd, a government of India enterprise, has
said that the annual operation
and maintenance cost of the
proposed Ahmedabad-Mumbai bullet train will be Rs 412
crore. The report says the rate
of returns from the project
will, however, be around 9% a
year.
In December 2013, the central government had ordered a
joint feasibility study in which
RITES and Japan are involved.
The report by RITES says the
project would yield an annual
revenue of Rs 2,499 crore in the
first year of operation. The project is likely to be operational
by 2021.
Minister of state for railways, Manoj Sinha, in his reply
to a question seeking clarification on selecting Ahmedabad
as a terminal station for the
high-expenditure train project,

said that the terminal location
has been selected on the basis of
multiple criteria. “The criteria
include the traffic potential,
the paying capacity of travellers, potential of leveraging
land resources, availability of
land for terminal, and most importantly, the linkage with central business districts,’’ he said.
The central government
said that Japan’s study would
compare high-speed rail systems in different countries providing information on technologies, costs and financing of
high-speed rails. The study will
be completed in 18 months and

the report is likely to be submitted in June 2015.
A senior official said that if
the RITES report was found to
be true, the operation cost per
day would be Rs 1.12 crore. This
would turn out to be at par if
not cheaper than airlines
charges, he said.
Ahmedabad as a terminal
has been finalized. From the
Mumbai end, it will travel to
Thane (near Diva), before heading towards Palghar via Virar,
and will then follow the existing alignment in Gujarat with
halts at Surat, Vadodara and
Ahmedabad.

