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" M Tiatoshi lamir teaches Archasology in the
‘_4. % Department of History & Archasalogy In

o Magaland LUinfversity, Kohima. His area of
professicnal interagt incudes — Prehistory,
Community Amchasology and Hentags
Management, Ethmoarchaeobogy  and
Ethnomisicalogy. He kas been leading the
Archeeological project  in the  Indo-
Myanmar border to trace the origin of the Magas, jeinthy
undermaken by the Anthropologcal Socety of Magaland and
the Department of Art & Culture, Government of Magaland. He
is also & part of the ressarch team that s imvalved in the study
of camelian crafts of South Asia |ointdy undertaken by the
School of Towrizm, Kobe Shukugaws Gakuin University, Kobe,
lapan and the Department of History & Archanslogy, Nagaiand

Archaeology of Nagaland: Corridor of linkage botween
India and Southeast Asia

The geo-polity of Mortheast India ks generally perceived s a
corfidor through which perisdic migrabon of peoplet snd
ather cultural influences in reladively recent historical tmes
took place. Newerthehess, how far back i tme s this situation
historically perceivable s what intrgeed  professional
histarians, anthropologists and of egual concern - o
archaeologists of Northeast india for several decades, it is with
this basic prablem In mind that new excavations in Northeast
India have eogaged, not only to examine fresh evidence but
also 1o rethink and contest long standing histerical ideas of the
reglon, And i {5 against. this background that 1 present &
summary of recent data from new archaeologicsl excavations
undertakien fn Magaland to present & senano of the possible
cultural and historical inkages beyond mere artificially created
internatianal barders,
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- Aok Kumar Kanungo works as Assistant

[ q ’ ! Besearch Professor in T Gandhinagar. For

< 5 nEarly two decades he has been travelling

| L and dotumenting in the feld, musesms

WAy and libraries, the rich heritage of the

= Maegas of northeast india, and the Bendas

) ).i and Juangs of Odisha. He has spent

| = considerable time; in the Reld, living in

wllages and towns where these communities trade. He has

worked in many areas where 15 difficult to sy whene

anthropology or hiskoty stops and archaeciogy beging He has

excavaied the sie of Kopia in Uttar Pradesh and Bhagatrav in

Gujaral, besides studying and documenting the tradifiona
gless bead making areas in India.

Ornaments of the Desd among the Magas

The Nagas are one of the most studied communities of India
Hewever, most of the work on them starts and ends with the
practice of headhinting and, in the recam past, has also
focused on their colourful dress.  This has led to many
important fecets of ther life being overlooked, Some such
aspocts are their greve poods and, in particulas, their
ormaments and beads, which often téll us about their position
in' thix social hierarchy, their gender-and the ways.in which
males and females are allowed to wear their ornaments after
death,  Ethnographic oblervations anssnr many-of | the
‘purzles which arise from archaeclogical finds such as these:
Whin these artefacts ang Studbed inrelatignto those of other
societes and cultuses I depth, the obsemations will give
clues a5 to the migration roules which the Nagas ook o
redch their present habitats:

Vikas Kumar teaches economics at Azum
Premiji Uiniveriity, Bengalum, He stedied
metallurgy at i1 Kampur and economics at
IGIOR Mumbal and the University of
Hamburg. Before joining Azim  Premj
Liniversity, he was with the Centre for the
S Study ol Social Exchusion and inchusive
Folicy at the MNatonal Law School,
Bengaluru: His research interssts inciude Politcat Economy of
Conflicts and Statistics, Law and Devebapment, Econamict of
Religion, and Indian Higtory. He is working on a3 book on the
relaticnship betwesn development policies, identity politics,
and government stabistics in Nagaland

The Mo Man's Land bebwoon Maga languages and the
Languages of Nagatand

MWagaland i among the most ethno-linguistcally diverse
regons in South Asta, Al Mags langusges belong 1o the
Sino-Tibetan family, bul they ae mutually unintefligible
Magamise, an indigenous plidgir [ngurge with @n Assamess
fi.e., an Indo-Aryan) base, has emarged as the most widely
used link language in the state, It & used as the medium of
commiunication i a variety of contests; including in mised
congregations, the Magaland Legislathve Assembly, and public
broadensting. However, Magamese 4 not officialiy recognised
andisnot Gsed in written conkaxts. It is not faught in schoals.
This paper mags the ethnalinguissic dhversity of Nagaland and
then sxamines the relabonship between categories such az
‘tribe, “language, and ‘dipiect’ and the factors behind 1he
neglect of Nagamese.
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