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AHMEDABAD: Imagine this: Students sitting in IIT-Gandhinagar, attending classes in IIT-Bombay. A new era of seamless classrooms will come into existence
on Thursday with the help of a cyber bridge.
On Thursday, President Pratibha Patil will inaugurate this facility on-line, while sitting in New Delhi. The primary idea is to allow IIT students across the country
to attend classrooms conducted by experts from various fields.
Five trial classrooms have been successfully conducted between IIT-Gandhinagar and IIT-Bombay so far. On Thursday, the inaugural classroom will be
attended by students of electrical engineering. Lalita Anusha, an electrical engineering student of IIT-Gandhinagar, has been selected for asking questions to
the faculty members in Mumbai.
In the first phase, IIT-Gandhinagar and IIT-Bombay are being linked. Similarly, a two-way audio-visual set-up will link IIT-Hyderabad and IIT-Chennai,
IIT-Guwahati and IIT-Patna.
"Experienced and much-sought-after faculty in the older IITs like Bombay, Chennai, Guwahati will take on-line classes for the benefit of students in IIT
Gandhinagar, Hyderabad and Patna - all established in 2008. This facility will also enable on-line discussions on research work and curriculum," said sources.
One cyber classroom, fitted with a two-way audio-video communication system is ready at IIT-Gandhinagar for its 120 students. The first classroom was set
up at a cost of Rs 1.5 crore. Two more class rooms will soon be set up.
Dean of faculty at IIT-Gandhinagar, Professor UA Yagnik said, "From July 25, the second term will start. Although some experienced faculty members from
IIT-Bombay still visit Gandhinagar, our students will now attend classes taken by expert faculty members in Mumbai."
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