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PAGE THAT IS LOOKING FORWARD TO A BETTER CLIMATE

NANDAN DAVE

Ministerial
singing
THE

coveted All India Football
Federation Awards at
New Delhi’s Taj Palace had to be the
capital’s most high-profile evening in
the week gone by, what with a slew of
eminent desi and international political, sports and media personalities,
including the royalty from Bahrain
and Jordan. Sophie Choudry, the star
performer for the night, had the audience enthralled as she performed
to Bollywood, English and Arabic
tracks which she sung. The otherwise
snooty audience let their hair down
as Choudry shook her booty, and if
one needed example of that, Praful
Patel went up from the audience and
joined her on stage to sing ‘Bachna
ae haseeno’ with her. And when the
audience was just about to clap for
the sporting politician, he broke into a
dance matching her step for step.

Kyunki… she’s a newsmaker
EVERYONE
knows that Minister
of Human Resource
Development, Smriti Irani, was here on Monday to
attend an event at the Indian Institute of Technology
in Gandhinagar. But only your diarist can tell you
that she left the faculty and students were wowed
by her lack of airs.
Clad in a maroon sari with a green and gold border,
the 39-year-old has constantly been in the head-

lines, most of them controversial. The first big row
arose when she provided conflicting affidavits of
her educational qualifications. Her decisions to celebrate Teacher’s Day as ‘Guru Utsav’ and Vajpayee’s
birthday as ‘Good Governance Day’ raised eyebrows. The minister, who became the youngest face
in Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s cabinet at the
age of 38, has been at loggerheads with the chairman of the board of governors of IIT-Bombay over

Pictures perfect

THE

beautiful Dia Mehta Bhupal, daughter
of diamantaires Devaunshi and Anoop
Mehta, has been married to Krishna Reddy
Bhupal of the eminent Reddys (he is GVK
Reddy’s grandson) of Hyderabad. The young
lady was in Mumbai recently for the auspicious ceremonies of the opening of the Taj
Hotel at the Mumbai international airport
which is run by the GVK group. But what
is not commonly known is that Dia is an
accomplished photographer herself.
Early next year, she is hosting her first
photography exhibit at New Delhi’s
Galery Ske, a rather posh space, if we
may add. If her pictures look anything
like the person behind the camera,
we’re sold.

CORNERED
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differences regarding the selection of IIT directors.
However, none of this was evident when she met
the staff and students of the institute for a private
chat. The authorities had set up chairs and mike on
the dais. But your diarist spotted Irani, who is also
an MP from Gujarat, perch herself at the edge of the
raised platform to address the audience. Seeing her
“come down to their level” left the institute members impressed.

Family affair
WHEN

Rohan Vaziralli isn’t playing
squash with his sons or rugby
with his Bombay Gymkhana pals, he keeps himself busy selling lipstick. This is the oft-used introduction the general manager of Estee Lauder
employs when someone asks him what he does
for a living. Vaziralli, son of the great Mumbai
beauty Monica Vaziralli, has been with the company for almost two decades now and is responsible for importing the biggest names in makeup
like Mac and Bobbi Brown. This Friday sees him
host a sun-downer at his family’s penthouse in
Kala Ghoda “just to say thank you to our friends
and spread some Christmas cheer”, he tells us.
Of course, this diarist would love to come. And
hopefully spend some time with his wife Samina,
executive director at Cipla.

The new
sports hero
GAUTAM

Singhania is trying his darndest to shed
his party-boy image for that of a serious sportsman, and his wins at assorted car rallies this year
have done just that. Celebrating 10 podium finishes in the
past year alone (including shoring up runners-up at Ferrari
Challenge Europe and fourth place in Ferrari World
Finals), Singhania is in the mood for some bubbly. Tomorrow night, at a tony restaurant by
Mumbai’s racecourse, cousin Vikrampati
Singhania and friend and fellow car enthusiast
Dilip Joshi are hosting a dinner for Singhania’s
achievements. Invited are Tanya and Arvind
Dubash, Ajay Bijli of PVR, Raveena Tandon,
Juhi Chawla and Jai Mehta, Perizaad Zorabian
and Boman Irani and Jaydev Mody.
Think you’ve got a story that belongs on this page? Write to us at amletters@timesgroup.in

Tailpiece
WE

certainly hope Varun
Dhawan has a sense
of humour for letting this gaffe
out. And we also hope dear
Christopher Nolan has one too,
this once. At a newly opened
multiplex in Andheri last week,
Dhawan was asked about his
upcoming film with Shah Rukh
Khan. Dhawan asked the journalist if he has watched and
“understood” Nolan’s Inception,
to which the journalist replied
in the affirmative. Then Dhawan
added, “Then you will love
Dilwale”. Erm, hold that thought.

