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LOOk at this; it is
only for GU’s VIPs
VIP LOO

JIGNESH VORA

STUDENTS’ LOO
While GU students hold their bladder to avoid going to stinking toilets, its VIP guests have luxurious loos
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once in a while: the governor
comes but once in a year for convocation and the visit of other
dignitaries is equally rare, they
pointed out.
Effectively, the washroom
will be used probably once in a
year. Besides, the venue for convocation was shifted to Convention Centre this year and it is
likely to host the function now
on. Hence, hardly is there need
for this washroom, said
an official.
The washroom has been
built outside the senate hall
where important functions are
organised. The dignitaries will
have to either cut through the
hall, walking the entire length
or step out from the exit and
walk about 100 metres in the
corridor to reach the washroom. Interestingly, the entry
to the washroom is not from the
corridor, but through the rear of
the room which serves as the
counter for selling university
forms, other documents and literature.
Said Senate member Parthivraj Kathwadia, “While students are deprived of clean
washroom and safe drinking
water, the university instead of

We felt the need to have a washroom for
important dignitaries during a recent function
which was attended by the governor, too
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making basic facilities available
to them is splurging on making
the VIPs happy, who, in any
case, visit the university rarely. I
doubt if any dignitary has ever
used the washroom of the university. Besides, already there
exists a similar washroom in the
vice chancellor’s office on the
first floor. If need be, the VIPs
might as well use it.”
The well appointed washroom has two sections: a western-style lavatory and an Indian-style one. Apart from the
usual commode, a dressing table and wash basin, there are
two bar chairs. A painting hangs
on the wall at the entrance to
make one feel good as one enters the washroom. Lights have
been done tastefully.
All this stands in stark contrast with the common washroom on the ground floor
though in the opposite wing. A
first-comer in the building need
not ask anyone for direction to

it. One only has to follow the
stink to reach there.
Vice Chancellor MN Patel,
however, ruled out the splurge
charge for VIPs and said that the
university had begun repairing
about 300 washrooms on the
campus at an estimated cost of
Rs 3.5 crore.
“We felt the need to have a
washroom for important dignitaries during a recent function
which was attended by the governor, too. We are also repairing
the existing ladies room and
making a building a few more of
them as the number of girl students on the campus has gone
up in recent years. Apart from
the basic facilities, the ladies
rooms will have dressing tables
and beds for the convenience of
girl students.
“We are also installing lifts
in all buildings which have
three floors, keeping in mind
the special need of physically
challenged students.”
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Ravi Mistry is first director
of IITGn Foundation
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IT Gandhinagar Foundation (IITGNF), a US-based
charitable trust that supports IIT Gandhinagar,
appointed Ravi Mistry as its
first executive director. The
announcement was made on
Wednesday.
“Mistry will be responsible for designing and managing the foundation's worldwide capital campaign with
primary focus on the US. He
will also serve as a liaison between donors and IITGn on
important initiatives supported by the donors,” stated
an IITGn’s release.
Mistry was a member of
the founding team of a Silicon
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Valley-based
technology
startup that was acquired by
HGST/Western Digital. He
held senior positions in life
sciences industry.

Mistry said, “This is a very
challenging yet a dreamcome-true opportunity for
me as I am very passionate
about bringing an improvement in technology education in India. I am excited that
raising funds for IITGN will
support most of the institute’s innovative initiatives
and help raise its standard of
excellence in teaching, and
nurture young talent.”
“Ravi Mistry, with his experience and connections
with the target donor communities, will help the foundation in advancing the institute’s development goal of
becoming one of India’s leading educational institutions,"
said Raj Mashruwala, president and chairman of IITGNF
Board.

