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In which Aakar Patel locates his ‘humerus’
Liked/hated his column? Write to Aakar Patel at mirrorfeedback@timesgroup.com

MSG is the medium

Y

IIT-Gn grooms health researchers
Organises workshop to equip 42 students from six institutes and other varsities with research skills
Ahmedabad Mirror Bureau
amfeedback@timesgroup.in
TWEETS @ahmedabadmir-
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s many as 42 students from
six institutes and other
Indian universities participated in a first-of-its-kind
workshop ‘Summer Institute of
Global Health and Development’ at
Indian Institute of Technology,
Gandhinagar (IIT-Gn).
The month-long workshop that
culminated on Friday also saw par-

ticipation of nine expert faculty
members from University of
Saskatchewan, University of
Ottawa and IIT-Gn.
The participating students
learnt how to contribute to global
health and development, pedagogy, methods of research in area of
social science and health, said
Tannishtha Samanta, coordinator
of the workshop organised with
partner Canadian University of
Saskatchewan.
Director of IIT-Gn Sudhir Jain

said that the idea behind the event
was to increase the institute’s outreach and enhance its contribution to society. “We want to contribute towards the development
of all the students, including those
who are not studying with us. The
idea was to reach out to more people, be it those in Canada or
Kolkata or other parts of the country. We wanted to provide them an
opportunity to sharpen their skills
through such summer activities,”
he said.

Fake ICAI website cheats
CA aspirants of money
» PAGE 1

However, the contact address of the
fake ICAI website is Alabama, USA.
Manish Patel, a student of ICAI
Ahmedabad region told Mirror, “At
first, I did not notice the website URL.
But while trying to enter the membership details, I felt the layout was a bit
different. The original site allows the
students to extend their membership
by entering their date of birth and
membership number, but when I tried
to do the same on the fake website, an
error message popped up. A couple of
my friends also faced the same problem. So, we informed other students
on social media about it so as to make
others aware about the cloned website.”
ICAI is a statutory body established
under the Chartered Accountants Act
for the regulation of the profession of
Chartered Accountants in India. It has
2,29,146 registered members and students. Usually, students use ICAI’s
website to download study material,
register for exams and apply for membership by paying online.
They also receive latest updates
from the council regarding examinations and dates of results.
Another student Archan Pandya,
who also sent his complaint to the
ICAI, said, “The original website
shows ICAI president’s message with
the photograph. But the fake website

shows photo of the Indian president
and some women along with irrelevant messages. However it did not
allow me to log in to pay my fees as
the system showed an error whenever
I tried to.
"So, I checked with my friends who
told me it was a fake site.”
Though the authority at ICAI Delhi
maintains it has not received complaints of cheating, a source at ICAI
claims that 11 complaints of cheating
have been registered by students made
payments on the cloned site.
A student from Kolkata, who does
not want to be named, claims she paid
up Rs 3,000 as registration fee on the
fake website.
She said, "My friend and I lost Rs
4,200 in all. I am not familiar with the
original website so I could not notice
the difference. I signed up by entering
necessary details and paid money
through credit card to order study
material. Though it showed me that
the transaction failed, I was charged
Rs 3,000."

In an email reply to Mirror, ICAI’s
Delhi office stated, “Perusal of the said
website shows that the design and
look of the fake website resembles so
nearly with the design and look of the
official website of ‘The Institute of
Chartered Accountants of India’ that
there is every likelihood of the same
causing confusion in the minds of the
members and students of the Institute
of Chartered Accountants of India in
particular and public at large in general.
"Further, the contents of the said
website are misleading and create an
impression amongst the members and
students of the Institute in particular
and public at large in general that the
creators/developers of the website is
somehow associated/ affiliated with
ICAI.”
Manoj Fadnis, President of ICAI
said, “In this regard, an online protest
to deactivate the said domain name
was already lodged with the Public
Domain Registry on May 28 by the
institute. Public Domain Registry in
response to the said email on May 29
stated that the domain will soon be
suspended for involvement in the
fraudulent activities.”
He added, “A general advisory has
also been hosted by the institute on
the home page of its official website
for the information of the members,
students and general public cautioning them against the said fake website.”

The students from
International Institute of
Population Science, Tata Institute
of Social Science, IIT-Hyderabad,
Azim Premji University, Central
Univerity, Gandhinagar and BM
Institute of Mental Health were
among those who participated in
the workshop.
The workshop, through pedagogy and research, offered a
unique opportunity to engage,
empower and prepare young
researchers in their global pursuit

for a healthy, equitable and sustainable world for all. Through
cutting edge research drawing
from diverse social sciences and
humanities disciplines and utilising interdisciplinary methodologies, the ‘summer institute’
explored how the scientific community at large could contribute to
a sharper understanding of the
complex interlinkages of health
and development.
One of the nine professors from
the University of Saskatchewan,

Groups clash at HC over
inter-community marriage
Groups belonging to the man and his wife’s communities entered into
a scuffle after the latter said she wanted to stay with her husband
Ahmedabad Mirror Bureau
amfeedback@timesgroup.in
TWEETS @ahmedabadmirror

for a healthy, sustainable world
Canada, Prof Raj Srinivasan said,
“We really enjoyed taking part
in the workshop. We will look
towards continuing the collaboration and consider bringing a
group of people from our university to IIT-Gn to pursue collaborative research.”
At the end of the workshop,
the students submitted project
proposals in the area of public
health. The proposals will be
digitally published in an
abstract booklet.

Samanta said, “Through
talks, debates and hands-on sessions, we have shown the participants how to use appropriate
intellectual tools to address,
articulate and critique the contemporary global health challenges. The participants have
taken home the understanding
and knowledge to conduct their
own research in a more productive manner. They can go back
and work on their studies in a
an effective manner.”

CEPT prof in panel to
develop Andhra’s capital
Shivanand Swamy invited to be part of AP govt’s urban development
committee that will look into the development of Amaravati
Ahmedabad Mirror Bureau
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TWEETS @ahmedabadmirror
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wo groups from different communities entered into a scuffle
on the premises of Gujarat
High Court on Friday when a
woman who had married against the
wishes of her family told the court
that she did not want to stay with
her father. The case was being heard
in the court of Justice Mohinderpal
and Justice RD Kothari.
The groups separated only after
the local police intervened.
Babubhai Narayanbhai Chavda,
a resident of Behrampura, had filed
a habeas corpus plea in the high
court after the local police failed to
find his 19-year-old daughter
Damini who went missing in
November 2014. The family last saw
of her when she went to college.
At that time the matter was then
heard in the court of Justice Ravi
Tripathi. When the girl was produced in the court she tried to commit suicide with her dupatta, said
sources. Considering the mental
state of the girl the court sent her to
Nari Sanrakshan Gruh. However, she
ran away from there.
“Apparently she had married a
man identified as Akbar in the interim. We told the court that the police

T
are not working properly as the girl
was still not traceable. There were
talks that the girl was in Agra or
Delhi. So, we suggested to the court
that the girl’s father would accompany the police when they went looking for her. To this Akbar’s advocate
promised to the court that he would
produce Damini and Akbar in the
court on Friday,” said Chavda’s advocate Apurva Dave.
“On Friday, as the girl was produced, the court asked her her choice
of place to stay. The girl replied that
she wanted to live with her husband.
During this we learnt that there was
some trouble between the two
groups. The boy was given police
protection on the court campus,” he
said. According to Dave, Akbar, 21,
is already married and has two sons
from his first marriage. He has produced a certificate of marriage in the
court. A police complaint has
already been filed against Akbar by
the marriage registrar as he had produced a fake affidavit before him.

ou probably don’t
know, because media
only focuses on
important national
stories, but Maggi
has been banned (for
not introducing any
new flavours).
I have always found the thing
disgusting and inedible and so
am not entirely unhappy at this
outcome. However I support
freedom of choice and therefore
am not thrilled by bans in general. My relatives in Gujarat were
angry that their hero NaMo has
deprived them of their favourite
veggie snack, Meggy. But I think
it serves them right for jumping
around demanding that others
not be allowed to eat beef.
Anyway, that is not the subject I wanted to talk to you
about. My subject was the reason
for the ban.
The offence of Maggi was to
include some banned thing
called MSG without listing it on
their label. But what is this mystery ingredient, MSG? Why is it
dangerous? Would our kids be
influenced by it on eating
Maggi? These thoughts troubled
me and so I gave a missed call to
my mentor Amitbhai for illumination, but his line was busy and
anyway he didn’t call back.
The question remained: why
did the government dislike MSG
so much?
I tried to explain this to
myself and have made a list
which I am putting it up for your
consideration. Are my speculations right or wrong? As always, I
am modest and will let history
be the judge.
The first and most obvious
MSG that could offend this great
and good dispensation was “Mrs
Sonia Gandhi”. But how would

here is a Gujarat connection to
the development of Amaravati,
Andhra Pradesh’s new capital
city. Shivanand Swamy, executive director of the Centre of
Excellence in Urban Transport, CEPT
University, is one of the members of
the committee formed to look into
the development of Amaravati.
Swamy has been invited by AP government to plan for its urban development, stated a note from the institute. The note states that Swamy will
be part of the state level strategic
urban development expert committee
comprising eminent experts to deliberate and render their guidance on
urban development initiatives to the
state government.
As a member of this committee, he
will play a role in charting plans for
the development of Amaravati and
o t h e r u r b a n c e n t r e s i n A P.
Construction of the new capital city,
the ground-breaking ceremony of
which was conducted by AP Chief
Minister Chandrababu Naidu last
week, is expected to begin at the
end of October around
Dussehra. AP is building its
new capital city after
Hyderabad lost its old capi-

tal to Telangana.
Swamy has been involved in developing and teaching courses in the
areas of land use and transportation
planning and was instrumental in
introducing two year master’s degree
programmes in infrastructure planning and urban transport planning
and management at the university.
He has 30 years of experience in
leading multi-disciplinary project
planning and design teams in the
areas of urban and regional planning,
transport planning, urban environment, and land and housing.
Swamy spearheaded the planning
and implementation of BRTS in
Ahmedabad since the beginning of
the project.

Perhaps I am barking up the
wrong tree. What if it was not
MSG but actually someone
reflecting on our times and
saying it was all “a mess ji”?

Maggi use her as an ingredient?
That was not easy to figure out.
So I discarded the thought.
The second thing that
occurred to me was that Maggi
contained some secret code. So
what did it communicate? Could
MSG be Messenger of God and
that Dera guru who made the
movie? Maggi could be secretly
spreading his scripture in
through their packets. That
seemed slightly farfetched and
this column is not about ridiculous theories.
Then it came to me: MSG was
“Maran Sun Ghotala”, the Tamil
channel was banned at the same
time as Maggi. Yes. This
could be it. But what if it
wasn’t? MSG could also
be “Manmohan Singh

G”, who was apparently an economics teacher to NaMo, though
this has since been denied.
Another thing I considered
was that it stood for “Modi
Sarkar Gayi”, which was why it
was found offensive and banned,
but happily there is no chance of
the government going anytime
soon.
Perhaps I am barking up the
wrong tree. What if it was not
MSG but actually someone
reflecting on our times and saying it was all “a mess ji”?
Frankly I don’t know. My
Sherlockian investigations have
not produced the desired results,
I accept. I can only wait for
Amitbhai to return my call.
Meanwhile I must work on a
campaign to help bring Maggi
back to the shelves for my relatives.
Hey Nestle - how about introducing beef flavoured Maggi?

ILLUSTRATION
JISHU DEV
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Sabarmati residents
protest building of wall
While residents argue that this wall will block their passage, railway officials say the area belongs
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here was ruckus at Peepleshwar
Housing society in D Cabin,
Sabarmati on Friday as residents protested the construction of a wall by the railways. While
residents argued that the wall would
block their passage, railway officials
said the area belonged to them and
the residents had already been intimated 10 days ago to find out an
alternative way.
As masons began to build the wall

on Friday morning, residents came
out in large numbers to protest the
development.
Railway officials tried to pacify
the angry residents by making a provision of a three-metre-wide passage
for them. However, the passage has
been made only for three days. After
that the residents will have to find
an alternative route.
Om Prakash Tiwari (49), who
works in a private company and lives
in the society, said, “This society was
built in 2000. There are 166 houses
here. This wall will block our passage. We use this passage while going

for work, buying vegetables, etc. We
were shocked when they (railways)
started building the wall in the
morning.”
Another resident Mangalben Patil
(45), homemaker said, “We have
been using this passage for 15 years.
We will face serious problems if it is
blocked.”
Railway official Rajesh Makad
said, “These premises belong to the
railways. We had intimated residents
10 days ago and told them to find an
alternative route. However, we have
built a passage for the time being.
This will be there for three days.

