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G uided by Safety Cen-
tre at Indian Institute
of Technology,
Gandhinagar (IIT-
Gn), students and

faculty members at the pre-
mier institute have designed
an android phone app called
‘Fire Stop Goa’. The mobile ap-
plication launched on Tues-
day will aid fire services in re-
aching the accident spot
faster, and offer useful infor-
mation to those trapped in
handling situation until help 
arrives. 

A team of IIT-Gn faculty
members Raj Srinivasan and
Chinmay Ghoroi along with
undergraduate students Gau-
rav Sharma and Ashish Gupta
developed the android phone
application. 

They discovered that diffi-
culty in communicating the
exact address where assistance
was needed, led to unneces-
sary delay in providing help. 

To address this issue, Fire

Stop Goa uses satellite 
information to communicate
the precise location of the fire
accident and the type of fire.
The application also gives on-
lookers and residents immedi-
ate measures they can take un-
til the fire fighters arrive.

Prof Srinivasan explained,
“The application does much
more than reporting the fire to
fire services. The app will also
help you with information on
how to put out the fire; should 
you throw water or not;
should you use the fire extin-
guisher and so on.”

Firemen receive a 
corresponding android appli-
cation, which is connected to
Fire Stop Goa. 

The app receives the infor-
mation on the fire and loca-
tion and provides them the
fastest route. 

The app also updates the
position of the fire-vehicle to
the control room every min-
ute. If the fire truck is stuck in
traffic, the fire control room
would learn about it immedi-
ately enabling it to send an-
other fire truck through a dif-
ferent route. 

IIT-Gn students’ app to
show firemen the way
The app will aid fire services to reach the incident spot in the shortest possible time

The mobile application was launched on Tuesday
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C ongress MLA Gyasuddin Shaikh, who
courted controversy for praising the work
of Chief Minister Anandiben Patel, has shot

off a letter to Congress President Sonia Gandhi,
questioning the party’s policies on Muslims. 

“The Congress is a secular party and Muslims
have been loyal to it for decades. But they have
been under-represented in the party of late. Only
one Muslim is in the newly elected 25 Gujarat
Pradesh Congress Committee (GPCC) delegates.
If we consider their population in the state, at
least three members should have been from this

community,” said a
source, citing the letter’s
content.

The letter also dis-
cussed the issue of co-or-
dination committee. “Re-
cently the committee was
formed for eight munici-
palities: Ahmedabad, Su-
rat, Vadodara, Gandhi-
nagar, Rajkot, Bhavnagar, Jamnagar and
Junagadh. But there was no Muslim in the com-
mittee. This despite the fact that the population
of Muslims in these cities is about 20 per cent.
Even in nagarpalikas, Muslims are under-repre-
sented,” said the source. 
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Gyasuddin Shaikh
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