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"Bada Khana'
was organised to
inaugurate new hostel
building at the uarsity
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IITGn, Palaj (Gandhinagar) got a
new hostel building recenfly which
was inaugu?ted on May 2. A feast
called 'Bada Khana' was organised
bythe institute that was attendedby
.all the people associated with the
construction.

The night began with a ceremo-
nial pooja followed by a huge feast.
Around 2,500 people including stu-
dents, teachers. workers and archi-
tects attended it. Director of IITGN
Prof Sudhir K Jain said, "The feast
(Bada Khana) is a way to express
our appreciation for all those who
have contributed to the construc-
tion of the campus. That is why
i.,'e've invited constructionworkers,
Cental Public Works Department
r CP\lD), staff, architects, and every-
bodl' who have been connected with
the construction of the campus."

After the dinner, the hostel host-
ed its first ever occupants, which
included the graduating batch of
the college. After they entered and
settled in the hostels, various fun
games and activities like dumb cha-

(Above) The new hostel building;
(Bottom) Feast organised to
inaugurate the building

rades and other informd ga;es
were organisedforthe teachers and
students during the night. "We
knew that we wouldn't be able to
spend too much time here later. So
we wanted to spend onela$t night at
the campus, just to reemeimber col-
lege days and reminisce our jour-
ney" said Former student General
Secretary Akash Keshav Singh.
"We all got a little emotional by the
end of it and some of us were in
tears," he further added.

Admissinn process
for the caurse will
begin on May 5

dna correspondent
@dnaahmedabad

People who have a fetish to-
wards furniture desigrr, can
now choose to pursue their
Master's from Cept Universi
ty Introducing this academic
yeal the varsif has designed
a two-year Master 's pro-
gramme in furniture design,
keeping in mind the rapidly
expanding market. Admis-
sion process for the course
will begin on May 5.

Academic director A Sri-
va thsan sa id ,  "The pro-
gramme will cater to the
growing needs in the country
for designers well versed in
industrial methods of furni-
ture design and manufactur-
ing. India's furniture indus-
try urgently needs designers
who can offer intelligent de-
sigrr solutions, which can be
industrially produced and ap
peals to a global audience. The
programme will provide a
strong interface between de-
sign and the industry for pre-

paring professionals who can
address the growing demand
for high qualityfurniture cus.
tomised to the evolving Indian
context. "

The course that will ini-
tially restrict itself to 20 par-
t icipants. is an intensive,
ski l l -based, two-year pro-
gramme. focused on industri-
alproduction. It offers innova-
t i v e  h a n d s - o n  t r a i n i n g .
indusry placements, live pro-
jects and market awareness to
equip designers with the
skills needed to become suc-
cessful des i gn professiona-ls.
The programme is led by
highly experienced faculty
who are furniture and indus-
trial designers from NID, Cept
and overseas.

The Furn i tu re  Des ign
course will be led by Arthur
Duff as the chair. He has over
20 yeam of experience in ar-
chitecture, interior design.
furniture design and furni.
ture manufacturing. He is an
alumnus of Cept and has
worked predominantly in the
UK and Europe.

The last datefor submitting
application forms is June 15
and the classes for the same
are scheduled to begin in Jull:

STRAIGHT FROM THE HEART'Thrptrrpose ofhuilding u free Indin'is os r
All challenges are opportunities. So, I

,f;ffiminent Gandhian. Padma Bhush-

ffi an EIa R Bhatt was appointed the
".'t* new Chancellor of Gujarat Vidyap-
q fth, earlier this year. Now. in a talk with

Sna's Megha Bhatt, she expresses her
Wision for the institute and the impor-
tance of Gandhian values in todav's

. time.

What are your plans for Gujarat
. Vidyapith?
' ,I haven't come with ready plans. The

Board of Trustees, whom I respect and
'trust decide upon plans. There is good
work being done today, that will grow
and deepen. I do think that Gujarat
Vidyapith has great potential in today's

context, and even more, in the
coming decades. The path of non-
violent, peaceful, economic devel-
opment has to be pursued by us
all. This development must bene-
fit all and hurt no one.

What legacy would you like to
carry forward of l{arayanb[ai
Desai?
Narayanbhai's legacy is that
of Gandhiji.

What are the
challenges beforc
you as a
Ghancellor?

look fors'ard to Vidvan-
ith. There is the oD-

portunlt-\- to bring
work and values

QgA

closer - to shorten the gap betwe
education and society

What will be the role of Gujarat
Vidyapith in today's time when
society is drifting away from
Gandhian values?
Gandhij i founded Vidyapith to prepa
the youth to bui-ld a free India, i.e.
free people from poverty, hunger a
violence. This purpose is as releva
today as it was then.

How do you feel as a Chancellor
.of the institute?
Humble. Future-oriented.

What would you do to solve the
internal conflicls in the
institute?

We wili resolve them truthful
: and peacefully, with mutu

Fadma Bhushan Ela Bhatt, the new Chancellor of
Gujarat Vidyapith, soys Gdndhi's free India'mednt
an Indiafree of pouerty, uiolence, and hunger
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