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HIGHWAY TOLL

AAP PROTEST TODAY

Aam Aadmi Party  has planned a statewide agitation against the
Gujarat government against highway toll on Monday. A party
release cited several highways where toll booths are collecting a
large sum from people while ignoring representations against it.

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
VADODARA, RAJKOT,

DECEMBER 13

DAYS AFTER returning to power
in all six municipal corporations
of the state, the BJP is set to elect
new mayors  of Ahmedabad,
Vadodara, Surat, Rajkot,
Jamnagar and Bhavnagar on
Monday.

The BJP has secured 147 seats
while Congress has won 44 seats
in the 192-member Ahmedabad
Municipal Corporation. Gautam
Navalchand Shah, municipal
corporator elected from
Naranpura ward, has emerged as
as the front runner for the city
mayor post, sources said.

The saffron party, which se-
cured a majority with 58 seats in
the recently concluded civic
polls in Vadodara, is all set to
elect its panel of12 members for
the VMC Standing Committee as
well as the new mayor and
deputy mayor of the city. 

While all eyes are set on the
names that the party will nomi-
nate to the post of the deputy
mayor, party circles said that it
was “only a formality” to an-
nounce the name of City Unit
chief Bharat Dangar as the
mayor. According to the govern-
ment notification, a candidate
from the  reserved category of
OBC must hold the mayor’s post
for the first half of the five-year
term — 2015 to 2020. 

Rajkot is likely to get its new
mayor on Monday as the newly-
elected general board of Rajkot
Municipal Corporation will meet
for the first time after the recent
elections to the civic body. 

The BJP had managed to re-
tain RMC by winning 38 out of
72 seats in the November 22
polls.  Jamnagar and Bhavnagar
will also get new mayors on
Monday. 

All six big
cities to get
new mayors
today

KANKARIA CARNIVAL

RITU SHARMA
AHMEDABAD, DECEMBER 13

THE AHMEDABAD municipal
school students in the age group
of six to 12 years, children  of
some of the poorest families liv-
ing in slums, are busy these days
preparing to showcase their tal-
ent at the seven-day Kankaria
Carnival from December 25.       

Aptly calling it “jewels of the
soil”, for the first time, instead of
inviting professionals on the in-
augural of the annual seven-day
Kankaria Carnival scheduled to
start on December 25, nearly
400 municipal school students
will perform various acts involv-
ing a wide talent from rythmic

yoga, lilliput dance, percussion,
western and folk songs and
dances, including garba,
Rajasthani, Punjabi as well as
solo dance performances. The
dance performances are to be on
live music and songs sung by
students themselves.  

Implementing what CM
Anandiben Patel conceptualised
during the launch ofsmart learn-
ing project of AMC School Board
in July, this year after she spotted
a six- year-old boy playing dhol
like a pro during the inaugural
function, municipal school stu-
dents have replaced professional
performers from across the
country to perform for the first
time at the inaugural function of
the eighth edition of the annual

Kankaria Carnival. 
The CM had announced a

project where talent among stu-
dents to be identified who
would be then trained by profes-
sionals. Similar attempts were
made through painting and kavi
sammelan competitions where
entries from students were in-
vited and on the basis of which
the shortlisted were trained by
experts at state-level camps.     

“The entire two-hour pro-
gramme of the carnival inaugu-
ral would be performed by mu-
nicipal school students only. No
professional group would partic-
ipate in it. The students are un-
dergoing a rigorous training by a
professional event group. For the
first time in all these years, we

are taking such a chance to prove
that there is a talent pool among
municipal school students as
well, we just need to identify and
hone that,” said deputy munici-
pal commissioner (publicity)
Devang Desai. 

The drive to identify talent
among municipal students
started in August. This resulted
in selection of nearly 400 stu-
dents.          

“A team of teachers and pro-
fessional choreographers was
roped in for the selection of stu-
dents. For most of them, this
would be the first stage perform-
ance. They are little nervous but
at the same time excited about
the event,” said school board ad-
ministrative officer L D Desai. 

Jewels of soil set to dazzle on stage EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
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STUDENTS FROMJapan will join
a programme at the Indian
Institute of Technology-
Gandhinagar (IITGN) to learn
about Indian history and culture
as part of the fourth edition of a
programme called “India Ki
Khoj” at the institute. The ten-
day-long programme will begin
on Monday.

India Ki Khoj was conceptu-
alised first in 2011 to host a cul-

tural immersion into India for
foreign students. The pro-
gramme gives an opportunity to
the students to understand India
better and participate in lectures
on various dimensions of Indian
history, politics, culture and so-
ciety. This year the programme
is jointly held by a team of three
students from Japan Advanced
Institute of Science and
Technology (JAIST) along with 12
students from Caltech and 16
students of IITGN.

IITGN faculty and one of the
coordinators of the programme

Rita Kothari said, “The pro-
gramme communicates, to its
participants, the many imagina-
tions about India, and provides a
flavor of its multiplicity as well
as some overarching generali-
ties.”

India Ki Khoj will have vari-
ous eminent speakers, including
Rowena Robinson from IIT
Bombay; Linda Hess from
Stanford University; Surinder
Jodhka from Jawaharlal Nehru
University; columnist and non-
fiction writer, Amrita Shah and
others.

Japanese students to learn Indian culture at IITGN


