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Key positions at MSU engg faculty vacant
for several years, regular classes affected
EDUCATION Staff lament missed promotions, in-charge registrar says no proposal to appoint new teachers
KUMAR ANAND
VADODARA I JANUARY 17

E

VEN as the faculty of
technology and engineering of the MS University prepares to celebrate
125 years of its establishment
within the premises of the
Kalabhavan, a historic building that once served as a temporary residence of Maharaja
Sayajirao Gaekwad III and
now houses the various departments, members of the
university’s prestigious faculty have raised concerns regarding shortage of teachers.
Severe shortage of teach-

ing staff coupled with vacant
posts of the head of several
departments have not just affected regular teaching, but
also research activities and
proper functioning of the centres of excellence that are being run with funds from private
companies
and
government. The faculty has
received crores of rupees in
funds to run its various centres of excellence, including
Rs 125 crore for a centre being run by the mechanical department with the support of
the
state
government,
Siemens India, and Punebased DesignTech Systems.

Out of a required faculty
strength of 340, as many as
121 posts are vacant, with
several departments working
without a professor which affects post-graduate teaching.
The post of the head of the
department (HoD) in metallurgy, applied physics, applied
mechanics, and electrical engineering departments has
been vacant for several years.
The faculty does not even
have a regular dean.
“For a number of times we
pressed for appointments to
the statutory positions of the
HoDs and faculty dean but
the last V-C (Yogesh Singh)

did not fill the HoD positions
which have been vacant for
four-five years, which has led
to demoralisation of junior
teachers as it deprives them
of their right to become the
HoD,” said faculty member K
V R Murthy, who heads the
Technology Teachers Forum,
a union of faculty teachers.
Teaching activity at the
faculty has been affected.
While classes are being taken
and examinations conducted,
teachers have said no to
checking answer sheets and
allotting marks. “There are
teachers eligible for a third
promotion, but are not get-

ting it, probably because of internal politics. A majority of
teachers are getting affected
due to this,” Murthy said.
The university in-charge
registrar Amit Dholakia said
that there was at present no
proposal regarding the appointment of teachers and
HoDs. “The decision may be
taken after the appointment
of the new V-C,” he said. The
faculty has four centres of excellence, each being run at
mechanical engineering, advanced computing, industrial
mathematics, and applied
physics departments. The textile engineering was recently

Children (left) enjoy a show by the
Indian Air Force (IAF) at GMDC ground in
Ahmedabad on Saturday. The event saw
para-sailing, powered-hang gliding and
slithering operation by the forces to
highlight the adventurous life that the
IAF offers.
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One more succumbs to Sadhvi killed in road mishap
injuries, toll reaches 3
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THE toll in the riots that
took place in Hansot and
Ambheta
villages
in
Bharuch district recently
reached three as Rafik
Shaikh, who was undergoing treatment in Mahavir
hospital, succumbed to injuries late Friday night. The
police have imposed prohibitory orders in the entire
district till January 27, banning all processions and unlawful assembly.
Communal riots broke
out in Ambheta and Hansot
on January 14, following a
fight over catching a kite.
Two men — Pratik Patel
(29) and Sandeep Chhana
Patel (32) — residents of
Hansot
village,
were
stabbed to death in the aftermath of the riots. The
shops, furniture godown,
agricultural fields and
homes were torched by the
rioters in Hansot village on
January 14 and 15.

CLASHES
Rafik was a tempo driver
and is survived by his wife
and two children — Faizan
(7) and Riyaz (5). His funeral was carried out with
donations from villagers.
On Saturday morning,
Rafik’s body was taken to
New Civil hospital for postmortem and, later, to Hansot for final rites, under
heavy police security.
Bharuch police claimed
that the situation in Hansot
was under control and no
untoward incident had been
reported so far. The streets
wore a deserted look as
shops and business establishments were closed. Villagers from both the communities remained indoors.
Police continued patrolling
in Hansot, and security was
also deployed at Sahol village where a house was set
on fire and a mosque damaged on Friday.

A 72-YEAR-OLD Jain sadhvi
was killed on the spot and
another seriously injured as
a speeding truck hit them on
the
highway
towards
Navsari around 5 am on Saturday. This is the second
such incident after December 23 when a 70-year-old
Jain monk, Shri Ratnakar
Maharaj, and 50-year-old female monk Pragnashirji
were killed by a truck in Valsad on NH 8.
As per police sources,
Jain monks Siddhi Dharma
(72) and her colleague
Pritima (65), along with

three other Jain monks, were
on their way from Vesma village in Navsari district to
Khansupa village, 15 km
from Vesma, on Saturday
morning. Sources said that
both the elderly female
monks were wheelchairsbound and were pulled by
three people. While crossing
the national highway, a truck
hit the two women monks as
those pulling them escaped
to safety. The incident took
place at Parthan village in
Navsari. Inspector Nirav Gohil, the investigation officer,
said, “We are checking the
footage of the CCTV at different toll plazas to identify
the accused truck driver.”

HC rejects petitions by ‘hawala operators’
AHMEDABAD: The Gujarat High Court on Friday rejected a petition moved by Surat-based alleged hawala operator Afroz
Hasan Fatta, challenging the money laundering act in which he
was arrested by Enforcement Directorate (ED) in Rs 5,000-crore
hawala transaction racket. He had filed the petition against section 19 of the Prevention of Money Laundering Act, 2002
(PMLA) that gives power to arrest a person. Fatta claimed that
his arrest by the ED assistant director, P S Srinivas, in Surat was
illegal. On the other hand, another accused in the case Rakesh
Kothari's bail application was also rejected by the court. Kothari
ENS
is a Mumbai-based trader.

Exchange programme:
With its leadership under
cloud, Dhirubhai Ambani IIT-GN set to host about a
dozen Japanese students
institute holds convocation
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
AHMEDABAD I JANUARY 17

AROUND 362 students from the
Dhirubhai Ambani Institute of Information and Communication
Technology (DA-IICT) graduated
on Saturday at the 11th convocation held at its campus, even as the
leadership at the institute was under a cloud. While its two-time director S C Sahasrabudhe is expected to step down next week to
make way for a new director, the
event was marked by the resignation of a senior faculty, academic
council member and Padmashri recipient Ganesh N Devy, who resigned two days back and discontent brewing among senior faculty
about the transition of directors.
Many senior faculty and staff at
the institute have expressed discontent at the “arbitrary” appointment. Nagaraj Ramrao, former
principal at the Oxford College of
Engineering in Bangalore, will be
joining as its new director.
Devy, who did not attend the
convocation ceremony, said, “I
have resigned on Thursday as I
wanted to concentrate on my ‘linguistic survey’ work. I also thought

I should free myself and felt it is the
right time to leave considering the
changes taking place in the institute as I didn’t like the idea.”
A senior faculty at DA-IICT
spoke to the paper on conditions of
anonymity. He said, “The current
director’s term had anyway expired
as he had already received two extensions. His tenure was long overdue, but there are 38 senior faculty
here who have better credentials
and have a far better research experience than the new person who
has been appointed for the job.
Many of us, members of the academic council, had communicated
the same, but the Governing Board
decided to go against our counsel
and make this appointment. The
board, led by Anil D Ambani, overruled and went ahead with his appointment.” Confirming the development, Nagaraj Ramrao said,
“Yes, I will be formally joining the
position of director on Monday.”
SC Sahasrabudhe said, “My
term had already ended sometime
back. I was just continuing as they
could not find anyone. I have not
met the person who will be taking
charge as director yet, but I have
been involved in the process.”

AHMEDABAD: The Indian Institute of Technology
Gandhinagar (IIT-GN) is set to host nearly a dozen
Japanese students from Japan Advanced Institute of
Science and Technology (JAIST) in March. JAIST is
planning to send a team of its students to IIT-GN to
study and understand the latter’s interdisciplinary
and project-oriented curriculum. This was an outcome of a delegation of four members from JAIST
that visited IIT-GN Friday to explore various ways of
sharing and collaboration. President at JAIST, Tetsuo
Asano said, “We are planning to send a team of students to study at IIT-GN and also look at its interdisciplinary studies. We have been receiving students
from India for several years, but this will be the first
time our students are going to India.”
Incidentally, IIT-GN had signed an MoU with
JAIST in November 2013 as part of which the two
institutes agreed to explore opportunities for students
and faculty exchange, cultural exchange, developing educational and scientific exchange and cooperation and such joint initiatives.
As a part of the exchange programme, a team of
students from IIT-GN will also visit JAIST in March. IITGN Director, Sudhir K Jain, said, “The collaboration
with JAIST is a great opportunity to share experience
and good practices from each other in advancing our
mutual interest of becoming world-class institutes.
Globalisation is a key pillar of IIT Gandhinagar’s educational mission in the deeply interconnected world
that our graduates will enter.”
JAIST currently offers post-graduate courses and
research through its three schools — School of
Knowledge Science, School of Information Science,
School of Materials Science.
ENS

granted Rs 4 crore to function
as an anchor institute to create infrastructure to train industrial manpower. The state
government had allocated Rs
16 crore in the last Budget for
the makeover of the historical
Kalabhavan building as part
of its 125 years celebrations.
This includes Rs 10-crore
fund for setting up a centre of
excellence in advanced
computing.
The faculty was started as
Kalabhavan Technical Institute in 1890. It was later integrated within the faculty of
technology and engineering
under the MSU.

4 held for ‘gangrape,
murder’ of 14-yr-old
VADODARA: Four persons,
including a minor, were arrested for the “gangrape and
murder” of a 14-year-old girl
in Kosamba village of
Santrampur taluka of Mahisagar. They were accused of
“raping and murdering” the
victim and hanging her body
from the tree.
Police said that while one
accused is a minor, the other
three — Aseem Dindor,

Prakash Dindor and Vikram
Dindor — are between 19-20
years. The arrests came three
days after the girl was found
hanging from her dupatta on
a hillock bordering her village
on January 14. While the
murder initially looked like
suicide, the statement from
the younger sister of the victim revealed that she was allegedly “raped and murdered” by four persons. ENS

