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Denied money for
liquor, constable
stabs wife in neck

TRUE LIES

Transfers at junior
level soon
major shake-up in the state

A secretariat is expected within a

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Ahmedabad: A police constable Naresh Patil, residence of
Prince Residency in Naroda,
on Sunday morning stabbed
his wife Pooja Patil in neck.
Pooja was taken to a government hospital by the neighbors. Patil is still absconding.
Naresh and Pooja married
eight years ago. They have a
son and a daughter. Constable
Patil was posted in the armed
unit of the police head quarters at Shahibaugh.
“Constable Patil was a habitual drinker. On Sunday, Naresh and Pooja had a fight
when Pooja declined to give
him money for liquor. Patil got
enraged and stabbed a saw in
Pooja’s neck. Pooja also sustained injuries on the head and
hands as she tried to defend
herself from the assault,” said
a Naroda police official.
Pooja managed to flee from
the house and shouted for help.
“On hearing her cries, neighbors rushed her to government
hospital, where she is under
going treatment,” said a police
source.
Sources said that Naroda
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police arrived in the hospital to
record statement only in afternoon despite the incident happened in the morning. However, Naroda police however
rubbished the allegations and
said they were looking after
the two kids which are still
young and were all alone in the
home.
After making arrangements for them they arrived at
the hospital in the afternoon to
record statement of Pooja. Naroda police also said that they
are searching for Naresh Patel.

week or so. The government is
planning large-scale transfers of
officers in the field and at the junior level in the bureaucracy.
If the secretariat grapevine is any
guide, the 19 Gujarat Administrative Service (GAS) officers and
three others who were recently
promoted to the IAS, and at least 10
collectors and district development
officers, are likely to be transferred
in the reshuffle expected by January-end.
Some of the newly promoted officers may be sent to the districts
while some others are likely to be
shifted within the secretariat with
new assignments. Reshuffle of officers at the secretary-level and
above is expected only after the
budget session because the departmental promotion committee (DPC)
meetings have not taken place yet.

Pandian’s thank-you
speech
hen chief secretary DJ Pan-

W dian gave his speech at the

valedictory function of the Vibrant
Gujarat Summit, people had started
leaving as the chief minister’s
speech was over. Yet Pandian’s
speech received loud applause at
the function and later was also
praised by babus for giving credit
to everybody for the success of the

event.
Pandian, who is himself receiving
praise from all quarters for the unprecedented success of
the summit, took
care in his speech to
thank all and sundry. He humbly expressed his gratitude to everyone
— from sweepers of Mahatma Mandir for keeping the place as clean
as a five-star hotel, to his fellow officials. He even praised his predecessor former chief secretary Varesh Sinha and former ACS
(industry and mines) Maheshwar
Sahu.
The chief secretary specially mentioned the contribution of ACS (urban development and in-charge,
home department) Ganga Ram Aloria for ensuring safety and security
during the event. Pandian also had
warm words for ACS (finance) JN
Singh for his outstanding management of the venue and VVIPs.
He also thanked principal secretary
(industry and mines) Atanu Chakraborty, and industries commissioner
Mamta Verma, police constables
and senior police officials for the
successful event.

Aparna wants a
change
Aparna, principal secretary, fi-

S nance department (economic affairs), and planning (General Administration Department) is said to
be hoping for a transfer during the
next reshuffle of babus. The contri-

Riverfront ready for realtors
State Cabinet Nod For Development Likely Next Week

bution of this 1988 batch IAS officer
to the preparation of the last four
state budgets has been immense.
She is widely respected for her professionalism and her meticulous
approach to work.
Sources said she has told top bosses that she wants
a more challenging
assignment and is,
therefore, keen to
be shifted to some
other post after
the state’s budget
session.
Aparna's name has been doing the
rounds for a berth in the Chief Minister's Office (CMO) ever since
Anandiben Patel took over as the
first woman chief minister of the
state.

Bhadoo, the new
corporate favourite
jay Bhadoo, secretary to chief

A minister Anandiben Patel, is

fast becoming the favourite of corporate, though ‘corporate affairs’
at the CMO continues to be handled
by K Kailashnathan.
However, the smarter ones among big
industries have
started cultivating
Bhadoo as his stock
is rising in the bureaucracy and there is the buzz
that Kailashnathan may move to
Delhi soon.
(KK, as Kailashnathan is popularly
known, retired from the IAS but
was reappointed chief principal

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Ahmedabad: After failing to make it by
Vibrant Gujarat Summit, the Sabarmati
Riverfront Development Corporation
Limited (SRFDCL) will finally be ready
for real estate development by next week.
The state cabinet is set to give its formal
approval for this by declaring the project
ready.
The process was delayed as the state
finance department had to address a major issue — the alleged discrepancy in
compensating SRFDCL for its 32 hectare
land that was taken away for building
EWS houses for rehabilitation of slumdwellers and valuation of this parcel of
land by the revenue department, pegged
at Rs 1,200 crore. The worth of the land
parcel offered to the SRFDCL in compensation for the 32 hectares is just above Rs
310 crore.
“The riverfront land allotted for EWS
housing is government land and it has

Ahmedabad: Vatva police have
formed four teams to nab prime
suspect Jeetu Patel in the Vatva
firing case. Factory owner Mukesh Patel was shot at by two bikers in Vatva area of the city,
while Mukesh was on his routine
morning walk on Sunday.
Mukesh’s son Harsh has
named Jeetu Patel as the main
conspirator for the assault. Jeetu had a land dispute with Mukesh.
Inspector of Vatva police station H J Choudhry said Jeetu Patel is absconding. “We conducted
a search at his house. We have
formed three teams of local police which are engaged in the
search operations. Another
team of Sector-2, of Manoj
Shashidhar’s squad too is hunt-

us for the shortfall in lieu of the payment
they were asking from us earlier. The issue has been settled and a formula has
been agreed upon by SRFDCL, urban development, revenue and finance departments. This week’s cabinet may clear the
project,” said the official.
“There is a large parcel of land near
Torrent Power. The AMC has been demanding this land from the revenue department to make up for the land shortfall,” said a senior official of the finance
department. Only 14% of the total land
parcel on the riverfront is being opened
for development.

‘Small measures can
check road accidents’

Lensman who clicked with royals
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Ahmedabad: He was called
the ‘prince among photographers’ in India. Raja Deen
Dayal was the country’s pioneer in art photography. Most
of his photos that were preserved on glass plate negatives have been reproduced and
are on display till February 3
at an exhibition in the LD Museum.
The exhibition has been
organised by the Indira Gandhi National Centre for the
Arts (IGNCA) in collaboration with LD Museum.
Dayal was earlier the
‘court photographer’ of the
sixth Nizam of Hyderabad,
Mir Mahbub Ali Pasha. Director of LD Museum, Ratan Parimoo, said Raja Deen Dayal’s
clientele consisted of the royals, the British and Brown Sahibs across the country.
“His photographs are a
gripping narration of life in

Swachh run
with new knees
Ahmedabad: Dinkar Mehta, a
70-year-old man who has undergone knee replacement surgery,
rolled up his sleeves and braved
the winter cold on Sunday
morning to come out and join
efforts to clean the city. Shah
was joined by more than 50 arthrities patients who had undergone knee replacement.
They were armed with brooms
to sweep the streets for Mahatma Gandhi’s swachhata dream.
The patients pledged to keep
the environment clean and
urged onlookers to motivate
Amdavadis to join the crusade
against waste.
The volunteers collected the
garbage strewn on the streets
and put them in municipal dustbins. Within minutes, the unkempt stretches around HL College of Commerce looked clean
and healthy.
“The event is an attempt to
inspire people to support
Swachch Bharat campaign and
to spread awareness about arthritis and its treatment options. These septuagenarians
have shown that there's life after arthritis. If 70-year-old warriors can sweep streets, why not
the youth?” asked Dr Bharat Patel from Samved Hospital,
which had organized the cleanliness drive. TNN

Parth.Shastri@timesgroup.com

Ahmedabad: The state on an
average reports a road crash
every 15 minutes and a death
every hour, according to the
National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) figures for 2013.
Ahmedabad alone reported
more than 200 fatal accidents
last year. As the nation observed Road Safety Week from January 11 to 17, the city experts
shared a few efforts that made
all the difference to the safety
scenario.
Amit Khatri, a city-based
road safety expert, said that it
is often observed that the
agents of change work on
smaller scale rather than implementing sea change at policy level. “I have seen in a number of examples from the state
that have contributed to reduction in road accidents and

Photographs taken by Raja Deen Dayal are on display at LD Museum

the late 19th century and
early 20th century, particularly from 1874 to 1910,” said Parimoo. In 1897, Queen Victoria granted Dayal’s studio a
Royal Warrant. He had by
now become a formidable ri-

val to established commercial photography firms such
as Bourne & Sheperd, Johnston & Hoffman and Hertzog
& Higgins. He even photographed the Delhi Durbar of
1903.

Study By Architecture
Students Of VV Nagar
College Envisions Ways
To Save The Holy Town
Parth.Shastri@timesgroup.com

fatalities. J V Shah, an RTO inspector, is credited with saving a number of lives during
his various stints across the
state. Today posted at busy
Shamlaji check post, he ensures that the reflective tape
we see on the heavy vehicles
gets applied to all nearby railway junctions after he observed that the bar at closing of the
signal is not visible during
night,” he said. He added that a
number of corporate entities
have taken proactive steps to
ensure safety of the employees. “A telecom company has
made helmets compulsory for
all the employees at all the
campuses or else they lose the
day’s salary. Another has
made stringent laws about
seatbelts and has made it compulsory to travel by a sharing
vehicle during night hours for
official work,” said Khatri.

Mantra for Siddhpur’s

SALVATION
On the banks of Saraswati

T

he town of Siddha Kshetra or Shristhal
is located on the banks of the mythical
Saraswati River. It was named Siddhpur in
the 10th century after the Solanki ruler,
Siddhraj Jaisinh, who began the
construction of the grand Rudra Mahalaya
here.

Confluence of old and new

Socio-economic
fabric

T

he migration from the
town to centres of
opportunity in the DMIC
corridor is unabated.
Communities such as
Brahmin, Bohra and Vanik
have lived in Siddhpur for
centuries.

he study divides Siddhpur’s
town planning area into four
zones and advocates separate
vision for each. Each zone will need
separate planning whether it is
housing, religious places,
commercial and industrial areas.

T

he study considers unique
architectural forms such as a
Hindu haveli, a Bohra house, a pol
house, a religious mutt and a
mosque. It observes how
Siddhpur’s architecture is
organically linked to the
surroundings.

vourite of chief minister Anandiben
Patel. However, the latest buzz is
that he has opted for a berth in the
Prime Minister's Office (PMO) and
may shift to Delhi soon.
For most part of his service, Kumar
was Rajkot collector
and DDO in Ahmedabad.
According to sources,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has shown
preference for his name
for a director-level post
in the PMO. Sources in
the state’s General Administration Department (GAD) too
have not dismissed the suggestion
that Kumar may be off to Delhi
soon.
Kumar is good at making presentations and eagerly implements the
instructions of his political bosses.
Sources say these qualities have
made him close to both the PM and

ing for the suspect,” added
Choudhry.
Police sources say that Jeetu
might be hiding somewhere near
Surat, a team has also been dispatched to Surat.
The team is working along
with the local police to trace the
suspect. “We are also quizzing
people who are connected with
Jeetu Patel to know about Jeetu’s location,” said a police
source.
Police have not been able to
record statement of Mukesh Patel. “We have learnt that Jeetu
Patel has a criminal record and
was an accused in two other incidents of attempt to murder. Police security has been provided
to Mukesh Patel at the hospital
where in under going treatment
and also at his residence,” said a
senior police official.

GAD delay proving
a killjoy
he cut-off date for the state gov-

T ernment to give no objection

certificates (NOC) for central deputation to empanelled officials, is
end of January. However, for some
inexplicable reason, the state General Administration Department is
yet to put up the relevant file for
the chief minister's consideration.
This is causing much anxiety
among officials keen to move to
Delhi.
There are more than 40
middle and senior-level
officials who are empanelled and keen to go to
Delhi. But the state government is not allowing
them to go reportedly because of a shortage of officials.
Be that as it may, GAD's indifference is causing great anxiety
among officers whose careers will
suffer if they do not go on deputation. IAS officers of 1985 to 1987
batches who have not served earlier in the central government are
hoping for immediate action by the
GAD.

‘Lok Kosh has collection
of 45 lakh words’
Continued from P1
Saeed.Khan@timesgroup.com

Ahmedabad:Project manager of the dictionary,
Maitri Shah says 1,000 words have been added in
Gujaratilexicon in an attempt to capture contemporary language. The initiative is on the pattern
of Oxford English Dictionary, which includes expressions and foreign language words annually.
It goes a step ahead and invites people to contribute new words and users can decide their popularity. “The contributor has to establish widespread usage of words. A screening committee
decides on the inclusion of words. When accepted, words are displayed on the portal with the contributors’ names. Of the 4,300-odd words received,
only 944 words have been included,” said Shah.
She added that Gujarati language’s receptive
nature is reflected in its adoption of various poetic forms from different languages – ghazal, haiku
and sonnet. “Our attempt is to formalize this inclusive process through Lok Kosh. We have 45
lakh words in all in Bhagwatgomandal – the Gujarati encyclopedia that is uploaded online by Gujaratilexicon. We include words not found in Gujarati dictionaries,” Shah said.

Filed lower TDS than in last
fiscal? I-T notice on the way
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Ahmedabad: To meet the tax
collection targets for 2014-15,
the TDS (tax deducted at
source) wing of the income
tax (I-T) department will send
notices to top 500 companies,
banks and individuals who
have filed TDS lower in 2014-15
compared to the previous fiscal. The notices will be sent
asking to give appropriate reasons for filing low TDS.
TDS constitutes 37% of the
total tax collection of the department and in the current financial year, the collections
are low which has made officials jittery.
The TDS wing has been
able to collect Rs 8,058 crore till
the end of third quarter which
is 60% of total TDS collection
target. “The collections this

year are better than the last
year but we are likely to miss
the target. The target is increased by 15%-20% every
year and hence the shortfall.
We might fall short by Rs 800
crore to Rs 1,000 crore,” said a
senior I-T official.
Last year, the TDS collection from the state was around
Rs 11,015 crore.
As the last quarter has already begun, the department
is trying to do whatever it can
to meet the target. It has already sent over 19,000 notices

6.42 lakh children
given polio drops

T

Need to save architecture

ajender Kumar, the 2004 batch

R IAS officer, is considered a fa-

the CM.
There is also a rumor in babudom
that the state government has
started some inquiry against Kumar's predecessor in Surat, Jai Prakash Shivhare, who was unceremoniously shifted to Dang. Sources in
GAD, however, dismissed this speculation as baseless.

to non-filers, late filers and defaulters of TDS in this financial year. Last year, the department had sent over 9,000 such
notices.
In case of net collections,
Rs 20,645 crore have been deposited in Gujarat from April
1, 2014 to December 16, 2014, an
increase of 14.3% compared to
the same period previous year.
In the current financial
year, the tax collection target
is Rs 34,090 crore and the department has achieved 59.7%
of the target till mid-December.
The target growth by the
department for net collections
was 18% but it fell down by 4%.
Owing to bad loans in
banks and payment of lesser
taxes by major corporates, tax
collections have reported
shortfall this fiscal.

CITY DIGEST

S

iddhpur, which finds mention in historical records
dating back to the 7th century, is today known mainly for
Bindu Sarovar where people
perform ‘matru shraddh’, and
unique examples of Hindu and
Bohra architecture. (Matru
shraddh can be performed at
any time after the death of one’s
mother for the peace of her
soul.)
Now that neighbouring Rani
ki Vav at Patan has been declared a Unesco World Heritage
Site, Siddhpur too hopes to benefit from tourism. (Sidhpur was
the seat of power under the
Solanki rulers of Gujarat.)
With these factors in mind,
students of Arvindbhai Patel
School of Environmental Design at Vallabh Vidyanagar prepared a detailed report as part
of their academic project, on
conservation of this heritage
site.
“The students worked on different parts of the same project
and came up with a final submission at the end of December
2014,” said Ajit Mangar, academic director of the school.

Rajender Kumar
tipped for PMO?

Vatva firing: 4 cop
teams hunt accused

Paul.John@timesgroup.com

been allotted for a public purpose. You
cannot assign a value to it. Had the
SRFDCL bought the land then one could
have argued on price matters,” said a senior SRFDCL official.
The other major issue that has to be
sorted out is that almost a decade ago, the
revenue department had offered the
SRFDCL close to 160 hectares of reclaimed land for development on both
the banks of the river. More than a decade has passed since the actual measurements of the reclaimed land were taken.
Later, it was found to be just 138 hectares.
“The cabinet is likely to compensate

secretary to CM by Narendra Modi
himself when the latter was the
state’s chief minister. KK has continued to hold the post even under
Anandiben Patel.)
Bhadoo, a 1999 batch IAS officer,
also looks after key infrastructure
projects in his capacity as CEO of
Gujarat Infrastructure Development Board (GIDB) and CEO Dholera SIR Company. He also handles
proposed projects for Delhi-Mumbai Industrial Corridor.

The health department of AMC started a three-day
polio awareness drive on Sunday. Against the target of 9.53 lakh kids, around 6.42 lakh were give polio drops on day 1. Health minister Nitin Patel inaugurated the national-level ‘Pulse
Polio-Immunization Day’ at the urban health centre
in Ranip in the new western zone, on Sunday. AMC
has deployed 3,052 polio booths across the city. In
all, 252 mobile and transit teams have also been
deployed for polio vaccination.

Temperature dips: The maximum temperature
on Sunday fell by 2 degree celsius to 25.7 degree as
cold winds blew all day. The minimum temperature
too fell by 1 degree celsius to 11.6 degree on Sunday. The weather remained windy all day and is expected to stay the same over the next few days.
The maximum temperaure on Monday is expected
to be 27 degrees and the minimum at 12 degrees.

International theatre fest from Feb 6: After a

Rescue plan

T

he study says Siddhpur
is a unique ecosystem in
need of conservation with
proper zoning,
developmental plans and
identification of important
monuments. It moots ideas
such as a heritage walk.

successful run in more than 120 countries, in at
least 45 languages, Eve Ensler's famous play ‘The
Vagina Monologues’ will sweep into Ahmedabad.
Fanatika Theatre Club recently announced the
fourth Fanatika International Theatre Documentary
Festival at ATMA Mill Owners’ Building from February 6. Apart from ‘The Vagina Monologues’, the
three-day festival will also feature ‘Performing
Truth in the Face of Denial’ from the US. Other documentaries are from India, China, Ecuador, Germany, France, Italy, Portugal, Spain and Switzerland.
Another highlight of the event will be an intensive
workshop on ‘Sicilian Puppet Theatre’ by Italian experts from the International Museum of Puppets in
Palermo.

Barc tech for waste water: A workshop on Indigenous Water, Waste Water and Solid Waste
Treatment Technologies, developed by Bhabha
Atomic Research Center, will be organized on Monday at the Chandkheda campus of Gujarat Technological University. The workshop is organized jointly by the department of atomic energy Government
of India, and GTU.

68,445 cases of ticketless travelling: The
western railway has registered 68,445 cases of ticketless travelling during April 2014 to December
2014. The railways collected Rs 3.32 crore as fine
from these passengers. In all, a total of 1.86 lakh
cases were booked during the eight months, for
ticketless travelling, holding unauthorized ticket
and also travelling with excessive baggage. The
railways collected Rs 7.85 crore as fine from these
1.86 lakh passengers.

Blithchron begins at IIT-Gn: Amid huge enthusiasm among students from various institutes in the
city, cultural fest ‘Blithchron’ began at IIT-Gn on
Sunday. On day-1 of the two-day festival, over
10,000 visited the event. Technical events of Blithchron this year included Laser Assassins, Robo Sumo, Race and Kabbadi. Students from IIT- Gandhinagar designed laser guns and jackets which had
sensors that can detect and record the number of
attacks received by the wearer.
State’s R-Day event at Khambhaliya: Gujarat’s state-level Republic-Day flag-hoisting function will be held at Khambhaliya town in Dwarka
district. Governor O P Kohli will hoist the Tricolour
in the presence of chief minister Anandiben Patel
at 9am on January 26. District-level and block-level
flag-hoisting functions will also be held across the
state.

