
5th Death Anniversary

LOUIS ROSARIO COLACO

(Death: 20/07/2010)

5th Death Anniversary
Mass, 20/07/2015, 6.15
am at Mt. Carmel Cathe-
dral, Mirzapur, Ahmeda-
bad. Olga Francis Co-

laco & family.

Admission Committee for Professional
Courses (ACPC) admitted 57 Jammu &
Kashmir migrants for bachelor of engi-
neering course. A total of 290 students ap-
plied for 274 BE seats. Whereas in pharma-
cy, a total of 13 students got admission out
of 30 who have applied for 150 seats.

Railways ADM to meet public every 
Monday: The Ahmedabad Divisional
Manager, Railway Rahul Agarwal will meet
the public between 12 noon and 1 pm on
every Monday. Anyone who wants to make
complain to the authorities will be allowed
to do so without any prior appointment.

CITY DIGEST

57 J&K students get
admission

Ahmedabad: Nearly 100 in-
mates of tribal hostels in Gand-
hinagar, who had alleged dis-
crimination and ill-treatment,
have heaved a sigh of relief after
the state tribal development de-
partment came to their rescue.

On July 14, TOI had reported
how girl students staying at a
tribal hostel in sector 12 were
subjected to ill-treat-
ment. Acting on the re-
port, the department
sprung into action and
conducted surprise in-
spections at hostels be-
longing to girls and boys.

“We’ve warned the
hostel administration
against providing inade-
quate meals to students
and also made them re-
pair electrical switches.
The department has removed the
security guard and safai kam-
dars, who made ‘slanderous re-
marks’ against some tribal stu-

dents and forced them to clean
toilets,” tribal development de-
partment assistant commission-
er Naina Shelat said.

Shelat said: “We’ve
also sought an expla-
nation from hostel rec-
tor Prerna Modi, who
allegedly addressed
the students in deroga-
tory terms, making
references to their
caste and sex.”

“Department sec-
retary will stake stern
action against Modi if
her explanation is

found to be unsatisfactory,” She-
lat added.

She said the government has
sanctioned land near Raisan vil-

lage in the state capital for build-
ing new hostels for the tribal stu-
dents.

Talking to TOI, Shital Rath-
od, a student from Palanpur,
said: “The rector has started
treating us with respect. There’s
a sea change in her demeanor. Al-
so, we no longer have to starve as
the administration is providing
us enough food.” During inspec-
tion, the students told Shelat how
safai kamdars forced them to
clean the toilets. 

Anti-discrimination sting in hostel

Gandhinagar hostel’s condition
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 Tushar.Tere@timesgroup.com

Vadodara: Just a year ago, the 
Khandoba Temple complex was a 
favourite venue for weddings and 
social functions in the city. But the 
ancient temple — built in 1786 by 
maharaja Fatehsinh Gaekwad — 
located on RV Desai Road, was 
crumbling. And events held there 
only aggravated the damage. Now 
however, the 229-year-old temple, 
home to the royal Gaekwads’ ‘Kul 
Daivat’, sports new flooring, a 
renovated entrance gate, fresh 
paint, and a library with thousands 
of  books.

“I am planning to create a dig-
ital library here for students who 
don’t have access to computers at 
their homes,” said the scion of  the 
Baroda royalty, Samarjitsinh Gaek-
wad. “The temple complex is not 
provided for weddings anymore. 
We wanted to use the space for 
educational purposes, so we envi-
sioned a library that will offer 
study rooms to students in the fu-
ture.” Now the temple space is 
given for only religious pro-
grammes.

As for the refurbishment initia-
tive, the stunning paintings in the 
main shrine of  Lord Khandoba  
that depict scenes from Mahab-
harata and Ramayana will get a 
facelift too.

The 48-year-old maharaja has 
been working on several projects 
since the royal family’s property 
dispute was settled amicably two 
years ago. On the cards is the resto-
ration of  the 125-year-old Laxmi 

Vilas Palace that he plans to convert 
into a hotel. But the temples that 
were constructed during the rule of  
the Gaekwads in the erstwhile Bar-
oda state are his priority. Samar-
jitsinh has decided to restore all the 

temples under the Devasthan Trust 
that was formed by the Gaekwads 
to manage the shrines. Samar-
jitsinh is the sole trustee of  the 
Devasthan Trust and Ajay Gaekwad 
is the general secretary.

The 200-year-old Vithhal Mandir 
located near Mandvi was restored 
last year and the entire stone and 
wood structure was strengthened. 
The sprawling Bahucharaji Temple 
constructed in 1842 in Karelibaug, 
and 1954-made Kubereshwar Dutt 
Mandir on Kirti Mandir premises 
too are undergoing renovation. 
From Vadodara to Patan and Dab-
hoi to Banaras, the trust manages 
about a dozen temples.

“These temples have immense 
religious and heritage value and 
hence we will not alter their origi-
nal structure and works,” Samar-
jitsinh said. “I have also made com-
mittees of  devotees to manage the 
temples and handle daily affairs.”
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P Doodles bring out 
art from within 

Nearly 250 students 
of the Unitedworld 
Institute of Design 
recently engaged in 
an invigorating art 
doodling — ideas 
flowed unmediated.

Traditional rhythms 
for modern ears 

Mica recently exposed 
its students to 
Manganiar folk music, 
on the campus. The 
genre opened a new 
sound window to an 
authentic genre.

Lessons on the diet for 
overall wellbeing  

Around 200 students 
have attended a lecture 
on the vital subject of 
nutrition which had 
been organized by a 
Thaltej-based private 
hospital.

EVERY FACE HAS A STORY

TEACHING HOPE: As a child, Rupal Parekh was puzzled by kids who seldom interacted with others. Her 
curiosity and compassion later gave her an understanding of people with learning difficulties.  Today, 
Rupal, 28, runs a special education facility in Odhav. Her Bhagini Niketan Daycare Centre  — opened 
three years ago — the only institution of its kind in eastern Ahmedabad, has over 50 students in the 
five-35 age group. Rupal, who is married and has a three-year-old girl, says: “We teach students to 
independently cope with daily demands, like making small purchases or crossing the road.” The centre 
takes care of its wards from 11 am to 5.30 pm. 

Q What was the turning point in 
development of GIFT City?

A I met Modi ahead of the 2011 
Vibrant Gujarat Summit and 

told him that he could bring the 
project to life by transferring land to 

it and announcing it during the 
Summit. I still remember I had made a 

small presentation on Gift City and its 
requirements on December 27, 2010. 

Soon, the cabinet approved the 
land transfer and an 

announcement about the 
project was made.

Q How are things shaping up now?

A Gift City remained a non-starter till the change in 
government at the Centre. After that everybody started 

looking at the project afresh. Today, many banks and financial 
institutions are setting up their operations at GIFT IFSC. So far, 
we have sold development rights for 14 million sq m. We have 
invested Rs 900 crore while Rs 10,000 crore has been 
committed by players coming to GIFT. 

Q GIFT is a model smart city. Are other states 
replicating it?

A As many as 8 to 10 states have studied GIFT City as a 
model smart city. Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh, West 

Bengal and Karnataka have also studied it as a financial 
services center. 

Q You joined Gift City in December 2009. What has 
been your experience so far?

A The initial two years were very difficult. The 
economy was down and nobody was interested. 

The government had not even transferred it 
land. But Narendra Modi, then Gujarat chief 

minister, was sure the project would see 
the light of day. I stayed back mainly 

because of his support.

Ramakant Jha
&A

GIFT IS A MODEL OF SMART CITY FOR MANY STATES

HimansshuBhatt
@timesgroup.com

Surat: Eighty-one-year-old 
Jeevan Patel of  Matwad vil-
lage in Navsari district will 
represent India in the World 
Masters Athletics Champi-
onship to be held in August 
at Lyon in France. He will 
take part in javelin throw 
and 80-metre hurdles in the 
age group of  80 to 85-year-
old athletes.

Patel,  who has three 
sons, had done India proud 
by winning silver medals in  
javelin throw in his age 
group in the championships 
held in Malaysia and Japan 
in 2010 and 2014, respective-
ly. His personal best in jave-
lin throw is 26 metres.

He spent his childhood in 
Navsari district but was in 
West Bengal while studying 
in high school. After doing 
his matriculation from West 
Bengal, he joined the Indian 
Iron & Steel Company on 
sports quota and was sports 
coach in Burnpur, West Ben-
gal for 40 years.

P a t e l 
does Yo g a 
f o r  t w o 
h o u r s  e ve r y 
day. “I am pre-
paring for the com-
petition in Lyon. I 
am also trying to 
ensure that I don’t 
l o s e  w e i g h t . 
Hence, I am hav-
ing dates, banana 
and aswagandha 
churna along with 
vegetarian meals 
of  ‘dal,  roti  and 
sabji’.

H e  c u r r e n t l y 
weighs 50 kg and will 
be participating in 
the 80-meter hurdles 
for the first time at 
the  inter national 
level .  His  three 
sons are farmers in 

M a t w a d  v i l l a g e 
where he l ives 

with his wife and
other members 
of  his family.

Navsari dis-
tr ict  col lector

Remya Mohan has helped
him find a sponsor for the 

15-day tour. The sponsor 
has provided Rs 1 lakh to-
wards expenses. 

T h e  r e s t  P a t e l  w i l l
pay from his own pocket.
“We will felicitate Jeevan 
Patel at a function before 
he leaves for France on
August 2. He is an inspira-
tion for kids,” said Remya 
Mohan.

After a successful stint 
at GIFT, Ramakant Jha 
is now moving to 
IL&FS to head the 
consultancy firm’s 
Smart City initiative. 
GIFT is now being 
developed as 
India’s first 
IFSC and 
smart
city.

FAITH RESTORED 
BY ROYALTY

Q You are moving to IL&FS. What will be your 
new role? 

A Mostly I will be looking after the company’s smart city 
initiatives. With 100 smart cities planned, IL&FS will be 

providing consultancy. My association with Gujarat will 
continue as the state has identified seven smart cities. 

OUTGOING MD AND 
GROUP CEO, GIFT CITY

Scion Of Baroda Maharajas Is 
Renovating Gaekwad-Era 
Temples; Also In The Offing Is 
The Refurbishment Of The 
125-Year-Old Laxmi Vilas Palace, 
Which Will Turn Into A Hotel

No hurdles @ 81!

Samarjitsinh Gaekwad with Radhikaraje at Lord Khandoba shrine in Vadodara 

Patel will take part in 
javelin throw and 

80-metre hurdles in the age
group of 80 to 85 in the 

France meet, in August

Navsari athlete 
Jeevan Patel 
takes aim at 

gold in France

Ankur.Tewari@timesgroup.com

Tribal Students
Had Complained
Of Ill-Treatment

NID to host int'l animation fest
National Institute of Design (NID) will host an international student

animation festival called Chitrakhatha 2015 from October 14 to 18.
Chitrakatha, the biennial student animation festival from NID,
celebrates the coming together of numerous creative minds that share
a common dream: The celebration of original animation and it’s future.
It brings together storytelling masters of international acclaim like
Peter Parr, Bahram Azimi, Raimund Krumme, Coke Rioboo, Rolf Bachler
with emerging artists, student filmmakers, teachers, activists and
enthusiasts. Chitrakatha also digs deeper and brings traditional
storytellers like Gonds, Patuas, Sufi singers from remote corners of the
nation to showcase their talent.

IIT-Ganghinagar will hold its fourth convocation at its permanent campus on the
banks of the River Sabarmati at Palag village in the state capital on August 1. Baba

Kalyani, chairman and managing director of Bharat Forge Limited (BFL), will be the
chief guest on the occasion. Sor far, the IIT-GN has been functioning from a
temporary campus inside Vishwakarma Engineering College.

IIT-Gn’s 4th convocation on August 1


