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Black money SIT
to monitor cricket
betting investigation
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

AMC seals
commercial
buildings in
Walled City
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Ahmedabad: The Supreme
Court (SC)-appointed Special
Investigation Team (SIT) on
black money will now monitor the probe into Rs 2,600
crore cricket betting racket
that was unearthed by the Ahmedabad zonal unit of Enforcement Directorate (ED) at
Vadodara in March this year.
The SIT is already monitoring the Rs 5,395 crore Surat
hawala racket involving Afroz Fatta, Madan Jain and
Mumbai-based bullion traders which was also busted by
ED, Ahmedabad, last year.
However, the probe team
remained tightlipped on
which specific cases it will
monitor. Justice M B Shah,
who heads the SIT, confirmed
that the probe team will be
monitoring the cricket betting racket currently being
investigated by the ED. “But
which cases are to be monitored will be decided later,”
said Justice Shah.
Last week, the ED had filed a charge-sheet against seven bookies in connection with
the multi-crore cricket betting racket busted during the
IPL and the World Cup tournaments. The seven bookies
are charged with violating
the law against money laundering.
The chargesheet said that
the ED had traced transactions up to Rs 2,500 crore by
bookies Girish alias Tommy

Patel and Kiran Mala in the
past four months. This money
was transacted exclusively
through the UK-based betting
website, betfair.com.
The ED report also alleged
that payment and settlement
of dues worth crores of rupees were done through hawala channel in foreign countries like the UK, Australia
and the US.
The ED had filed a 40-page
report substantiated with
nearly 2,000 pages of documents, before special PMLA
court. The report indicted Patel, Mala, Chirag Parikh,
Dharmin Chauhan from Gujarat; and Mukesh Sharma,
Ritesh and Ankush Bansal
from Delhi. Sharma used to
have a master-key to lay bets
through the website.
Till now, the ED has made
seven arrests in the case. Four
bookies, including Rajasthan-based Rahul Gangwal,
Vineet Gangwal, former
Mumbai councillor Anil Jaisinghani and UAE-based
Sukhwinder Sodhi are still
absconding.

Ahmedabad: Just a day
ahead of Gujarat high court
scheduled to hear a PIL on “illegal” commercial buildings
sprouting in residential areas
of the Walled City, the Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation
(AMC) hastily sealed 164 establishments including jewellery shops in prime location of
Manek chowk.
This knee-jerk reaction of
the AMC has only exposed
how the civic body has been
looking the other way for decades allowing commercial
buildings to come up in the
Walled City. This will also
prove to be a big blot on Unesco
dossier that the AMC is preparing currently vying for a
world heritage city status.
By the time the AMC submitted its Unesco dossier to
Arcahelogical Survey of India
(ASI) early this year, 694 old
pol houses had been pulled
down on the pretext of repairs. The AMC said that 215
buildings in 2012, 419 in 2013,
and nearly 60 by April 2014 had
been converted from residential to commercial units.
“Ideally, the municipal
commissioner has to approve
the change of use of a building
— from residential to commercial,” says a senior AMC official.
Now small shopping complexes have supplanted many
of the heritage properties.

Pij sowed Sat TV’s beej 40 yrs ago
Today, Site Of Transmission Tower At The Village Is Used To Grow Veggies
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Ahmedabad: On August 21, top Isro
scientists will be in the city to celebrate
the Ruby anniversary (40 years) of direct-to-home (DTH) television broadcasting in the country.
Pij, a non-descript village in Kheda
was the location of Kheda Communications Project (KCP), a brainchild of Dr
Vikram Sarabhai. According to Isro
chairman AS Kiran Kumar, it was one
of the world’s largest social experiments of its time. The site in the village
where the first 1 kilowatt steel frame
TV tower stood is now a vegetable garden where brinjals and spinach are
grown by SAC-SEWA resource center.
The 1 kilowatt Pij TV tower was
moved to Chennai when Doordarshan
set up its full-fledged establishment at
Ahmedabad in 1985. The shifting of the
Pij tower to Chennai was resisted by
villagers who had launched a ‘Pij TV
Kendra Bachao’ movement.
The KCP was started with a lowpowered transmitter gifted by UNDP. A
local production studio and satellite
earth station was set up at Space Applications Center (SAC) in Ahmedbad.

SPACE PIONEER

(L) Villagers launch ‘Pij TV Kendra Bachao’ movement in 1980s. (R) The vegetable garden at Pij site today

POPULAR PIJ SHOWS
➤ Mari Mahenat, Mari Kamani
➤ Hu Ane Mari Bhuri
➤ Kaka Chale Vanka
➤ Chatter Mota
➤ Nari Tu Narayani

The KCP relied on NASA’s ATS-6 satellite for transmission. A total of 651 televisions sets were distributed in 400
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upper atmosphere

1952 | C V Raman lays
foundation of new PRL campus

1968 | French Centuar rocket

1962 | Seeds of Indian space

1947 | Physical Research

programme sown after
formation of the National
Committee for Space Research
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fired with Indian made payload
from Thumba

Laboratory (PRL) shifts to MG
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1947-48 | Sarabhai invites Dr

Newly amended Companies Act makes it mandatory for companies to spend a
certain minimum amount on corporate social responsibility activities

ly amended Companies Act made it
mandatory for certain companies,
private limited or public limited, listed or unlisted, to spend a certain minimum amount on corporate social responsibility activities. The Act
applies to companies which have had
anet profit of Rs 5 crore or more or net
worth of Rs 500 crore or more or a
turnover of Rs 5,000 crore or more in
any financial year. Such companies
must spend a minimum of 2% of the
average net profit made during the
three immediately preceding financial years. The Act applies to a holding
company, its subsidiary, and even a
foreign company with a branch or
project office in India. Companies like
Tata Group, Infosys, Ambuja Cement,
Persistent Systems, are among the
companies that are known to be best
in fulfilling CSR.

Mother Teresa’s
successor
passes away,
mourned in city
Ahmedabad: Grief has been
expressed over the demise of
former superior
general of the
Missionaries of
Charity, Nirmala Joshi.
“In the passing away of Sister Nirmala, the world has lost a
great soul who truly embodied
all that one seeks to be as an ideal human: contemplation, compassion and commitment. The
legacy she leaves is worthy of
emulation,” said Father Cedric
Prakash SJ, director of PRASHANT, a city-based Centre for Human Rights, Justice and Peace.
Sister Nirmala, who succeeded Mother Teresa as the su-

BIG LOSS
perior general of the Missionaries of Charity in March 1997,
passed away in the early hours
of Tuesday in Kolkata. She continued at the helm of the congregation till March 2009 when
she declined to accept a thirdterm citing health issues.
Sister Nirmala was born in
1934 in Ranchi to Hindu parents, who were originally from
Nepal.

leged land grabbing case in Bopal.
Complainant Bhikhaji Thakor has alleged that his land was usurped on
false power-of-attorney.

week on bail plea filed by accused
cop in the 2003 Sadiq Jamal Mehtar
encounter case, Tarun Barot. He has
been in jail since December 21, 2012.

Court defers verdict on
bail plea in Sadiq case

Extra coach to be added

A special CBI court has once again
deferred its verdict till later this

Indian equipment for tests on
moon surface. Equipment is
meant to ride piggyback on
Nasa’s Apollo mission

setting up Thumba Equatorial Rocket Launching Station near
Trivandrum. The first sounding rocket gets assembled in a church ➤ Sarabhai and his team from

CITY DIGEST

A BJP leader Mohan Bharwad has
withdrawn his anticipatory bail application from Gujarat high court after Justice Z K Saiyed seemed reluctant to provide protection from
possible arrest in connection with an
FIR registered against him for al-

1969 | Sarabhai proposes

1963 | Sarabhai seeks help from the United Nations and Nasa for

Ramanathan to be the first
director of PRL after his
retirement
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BJP leader
withdraws plea

six states to telecast to hundreds of villages. Intelsat satellites were employed
for a year (1975-76) for this purpose.
“The DTH boom that we see today
was envisioned by Vikram Sarabhai 40
years ago for education and rural areas,” said Kumar. SAC director Tapan
Misra said the project was unique as it
immediately connected with the audience. “Pij became ‘our’ station as it had
local artists, local issues and local solutions,” said Misra.

small research lab for studying
cosmic rays in the outhouse of
Retreat Bungalow, Shahibaugh

1945 | Vikram Sarabhai opens a
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provisions has had no negative impact on stock prices,” the study says.
Highlighting another apprehension about the Act, the study points
out research conducted by Prof Deodhar’s IIM-A colleagues Naman Desai
and Viswanath Pingali that if firms
were spending more than 2% of net
profits during the pre-Act period,
they may now anchor their spending
on the legal requirements. And thus
become content with spending only
2% of net profit in the post-Act period.
According to the Indian Institute
of Corporate Affairs, around 16,352
companies fall within the purview of
Section 135 of the Companies Act. According to sources, before the new
Companies Act was implemented,
the total spend by Indian companies
was less than Rs 10,000 crore.
Effective 1 April 2014, India's new-

villages within a 35-km radius. The aim
of the experiment was to explain to villagers the nature of development programmes through this powerful audiovisual medium. The KCP was also India’s first local rural television project
— a Satellite Instructional Television
Experiment (SITE) made possible by
Indo-US collaboration.
Later, the experiment was extended
to cover some other states. This involved
establishing television relay stations in

experimental satellite
communications earth station
set up in Ahmedabad

Companies in India to spend
over `25,000cr on CSR: Study
Ahmedabad: Corporate charity is
not new to India. But now that this
voluntary act has been made mandatory by the new Companies Act 2013,
Indian corporates are expected to
spend over Rs 25,000 crore this year on
corporate
social
responsibility
(CSR).
According to a working paper by
the Indian Institute of Management,
Ahmedabad (IIM-A), corporate tax —
in line with the Union budget of 201516 — will amount to Rs 470,628 crore
for the financial year 2015-16.
“Perhaps time is ripe to compare
the exact CSR expenditures as companies would complete filing their returns for the financial year 2014-15 in
the near future,” the paper says. The
paper, by Prof Satish Deodhar, is titled ‘India’s Mandatory CSR, Process
of Compliance and Channels of
Spending’.
Companies that are covered under the new Act must form CSR committees from among the board members; formulate CSR policies; and
announce, execute, and monitor their
CSR activities. If companies fail to do
so, penalties will result. The study reveals that it was felt that industry
may view the imposition of the provision as coercive, impinging on profitability and hence on stock prices.
“However, event analysis conducted
on big and small food companies
shows that the imposition of the CSR
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To clear extra rush, Railways has decided to add an extra sleeper coach
in Train No 12547/12548 AhmedabadAgra Superfast Express from June 30.

Bhabha Atomic Research Center
make the first real time digital
computer called ‘Versatile
Digital Computer’ for defence
applications

1971 | December 29
Sarabhai reveals to his
colleagues for the first time his
plans to put India’s first satellite
into earth’s orbit with the help
of an indigenously built rocket
at Thumba

Dec 30 | Sarabhai passes
away

Yoga champ’s penury, toilet-less
home moves MP to gift house
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Ahmedabad: Help has finally reached Jalpa Kachhia, the winner of 22
yoga medals, who has been living a
life of penury.
The young expert from Anand’s
small town of Petlad has won six
gold, 11 silver, and five bronze medals at international, national, and
state-level Yoga championships. But
Jalpa’s family lives in a dilapidated
house. In fact, the
building near Amba Mata temple in
which she lives is
so poorly equipped
that Jalpa has to
visit her neighbour's house to answer nature’s call.
After reading
her story in TOI,
Anand MP Dilip
Mani Patel met the Yoga champion,
who has displayed her skills in China and Europe. Patel not only gifted

IMPACT

Jalpa Kachhia (right) with sister at her old house

her a two-storied house in Karamsad but also promised to bear the expenses of her sister’s education.
“At a time when crores of rupees
were spent to celebrate the first International Yoga Day, people like us
who know this ancient science
should get some financial support so
that we can grow,” said Jalpa.
When she was a child, Jalpa’s father Tarun separated from her

mother Mona, leaving his two
daughters and their mother to fend
for themselves.
Patel said: “After the reading the
news in TOI, chief minister Anandiben Patel asked me to help Jalpa. I
have visited her house and observed
that her family needs help.” Jalpa
said, “I want the state government to
recognize my talent and give me an
award which I truly deserve.”

44 firms ignored job quota rule
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Gandhinagar: The Gujarat
government has initiated steps
to take action against industrial units which had taken the
benefit of some government
schemes but were not following
the rule about a minimum of
85% local employment.
Vijay Rupani, state labour
and employment department
minister, had called a meeting
with representatives of 44
large industries located in Saurashtra, Kutch and North Gujarat.
These had reportedly failed
to recruit 85% of their employees from the local population as
required by rules. Interestingly, these 44 defaulting industries include companies like Tata
and Adani Group.
Rupani said that according

These companies had
reportedly failed to recruit
85% of their employees
from the local population
as required by rules
to the state government’s policy, industrial units which take
benefits under one or other government scheme have to follow
85% local hiring norm.
“But many industrial units
have not followed this rule.
Hence, we called a meeting of
the officials concerned and
representatives of 44 major industries from Saurashtra,
Kutch and North Gujarat and
asked them to comply before
the end of December,’’ said Rupani.
Those who had lived in Guja-

rat for the past 15 years were also included among the local
people. “This has also been taken into consideration in assessing the industries,” the minister said.
Rupani further said that
some companies’ representatives had claimed that for some
technical posts, they had not
been able to find adequately
qualified local people.
The minister said that major companies like Tata, Adani
had also been asked to meet the
85% local employment criteria.
The ratio, on an average, between outsiders and local people employed by industries is 60
to 70%. The minister said government had asked even central government companies
like ONGC, Food Corporation
of India (FCI), SAIL and others
to follow 85% norm.

Cept varsity alumnus lights up his village
F

or years, Lala Dehraji Thakor had spent all his evenings in the dark at his
thatched house in Sardhav village of Gandhinagar. But today,
Thakor is lighting up Sardhav,
where several slum houses had
never seen light after sunset,
until two years ago. Thakor
became an agent of change
after being educated about the
potential of renewable energy
by Cept University alumnus
Shrupath Patel, a native of
Sardhav. When Thakor installed two solar panels at his
house, he had no clue that his
idea would one day illuminate so many lives.
Inspired by Thakor, 10 more families in the
village have embraced sun-powered panels.
Even Revaabaai Hospital in the area has successfully installed a new variant of portable
solar streetlights. Patel, who now works in the
Gujarat government’s climate change department, has conducted a study on his village,
which revealed that it has the potential to set
up 3.30MW solar power plant and generate 49
lakh units of clean electricity every year. The
village can earn an income of around Rs 2 crore
per year that can be used for infrastructure.

MICA’s ‘olive branch’ to prof

M

ASCENDING ORDER: As
part of its summer
school programme,
Cept University
recently conducted
a course in basic
mountaineering in
Darjeeling and Sikkim

Low-key campus-warming

I

IT-Gn is set to move into one of the swankiest
campuses of the country, which has an array
of luxury amenities. But, the institute’s much
awaited ceremony on July 1 will be a low-key affair. “Instead of marketing it ourselves, we want
the people to see what has come up,” IIT-Gn director Sudhir Jain said. IIT-Gn has built a 400-acre
permanent campus on the banks of the Sabarmati River at Palaj village in Gandhinagar.

ore than two weeks after Vaneet
Chhibber’s exit from Mica, the administration has reportedly extended an olive
branch to the senior professor and talks are
on to have him onboard again. Prof Chhibber
had joined Mica four years ago and had been
part of the placement cell since then.
Our little birdie says
Chhibber has good
contacts in industry
and had been inviting big firms to the
campus for placements. After he
joined Mica, the institute started registering a 100% placement, which happened this year too for the 20th batch of its
flagship PGDM-communications programme.
Around 85 companies scouted for talent on
the campus as 157 excited students vied for
good openings. After appointing Atish Chattopadhyay as the dean, Mica director Nagesh
Rao had asked Chhibber to report to the new
dean. Chattopadhyay is junior to Chhibber
in age and work experience.

