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NARENDRA MODI’S 2012 POLL AFFIDAVIT CASE
REACHES GUJARAT HIGH COURT | 3

HELP FINALLY REACHES INT’L YOGA MEDALLIST
JALPA WHO HAD BEEN LIVING IN POVERTY | 4

NOW, CITY BUILDINGS CAN FLY!
What is Gagan

Isro’s Gagan
System To Help
Aircraft Navigate
Ahmedabad Skyline

G

PS-aided GeoAugmented Navigation
System (Gagan) uses
satellites to help an aircraft
chart the shortest possible
route to its destination

How does it work
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oday the prior approval of Airports Authority of India (AAI)
is required for construction of
any building more than seven
storeys high within 20 km of the airport. This restriction will soon be relaxed. Ahmedabad will be one of the
first airports in the country to get the
Ground-Based Augmentation system
(GBAS).
This system helps aircraft take a
‘curved approach’ before landing and
even take-off. The ‘curved approach’
helps aircraft avoid, with high accuracy,
tall buildings in nearby areas. GBAS is
currently being tested at Chennai by
Honeywell and is likely to get DGCA
clearance soon.
Once this system is installed, the
Airports Authority of India (AAI) may
give speedy clearances for almost 114
tall buildings scheduled to come up in
GIFT city, the Central Business District
(CBD) on Ashram road and Sabarmati
riverfront.
A K Sharma, director of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel International airport said currently the city airport has
an Instrument Landing
System (ILS) which provides straight signals to aircraft for
landing and take-off. “Once the GBAS
is installed, aircraft will be able to take
a curved approach for landing and takeoff. The curved approach will help them
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signals from the aircraft
and transmits them to the
master control stations
from where the data is
sent to the 15 reference
points scattered across the
country
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Advanced radar for airport

T

he city airport will also get Advanced Surface Movement Guidance and Control System
(ASMGCS) radar by the end of this month. It will help in keeping tabs in real time on any
moving vehicle or aircraft on the airport premises. The ASMGCS radar will provide precise and
exact information to air traffic controller (ATC) about moving vehicles and aircraft at the airport.

avoid tall buildings in the area,” he said.
‘The Geo-Augmented Navigation
System’ (GAGAN)— it uses geo-synchronous satellites to guide aircraft
— is at the heart of the
GBAS. (GAGAN is aided
by Isro’s latest GPS).
There are 18 reference
stations in the country for
GAGAN situated at various airports
including Ahmedabad. These stations
pick up signals from the GPS satellites
orbiting in space.
Measurements are immediately
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passed on to mission control centres
which then work out the necessary position corrections. Messages with those
corrections are sent via the uplink stations to Isro satellites with GAGAN
payload. The corrected signals are then
beamed back to the Satellite-Based Augmentation System (SBAS) fitted in aircraft to ensure perfect landings. The
accuracy of the system is almost 1.5
meters.
“Every 15 days, we send corrected
data between surveyed coordinates and
online coordinates received through

information is
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then transmitted to

three uplink stations,
beamed back to satellites.
The satellites transmit the
data to the aircraft

GAGAN satellite to the Indian Mission
Control Centre (INMCC) in Bangalore.
Airlines can use the corrected coordinates as per their needs,” said A K
Sharma, director of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel International Airport.
The benefits of GAGAN include
improved efficiency, direct routes,
increased fuel savings, approach
with vertical guidance at runways,
significant cost savings due to withdrawal of ground aids and reduced
workload of flight crew and Air Traffic Controllers.

Labour court
advocates
boycott work
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Ahmedabad: The advocates
practising in labour and industrial courts staged demonstrations near Lal Darwaja on
Tuesday. They were protesting
that the Gujarat high court and
the state government had not
pay heed to their demands for
the last few years.
The lawyers stayed away
from court work in response to
a call by All Gujarat Labour
Law Practitioners’ Association. The association has been
demanding a separate cadre of
labour judiciary – judges who
will preside only over labour
and industrial courts. The association’s president J M Patel
said the high court appoints judicial officers in labour courts
and the judges are new to labour laws.
“When they are well-versed
in labour and industrial laws after working in these courts for a
couple of years, they are transferred out of the labour courts.
It appears that the labour
courts are training schools for
judges in labour laws. We have
been demanding separate judges for labour courts,” said Patel.
Besides, the association has
been demanding that the appointment of president and
members in industrial tribunals should be made according
to law. In a press statement, the
association stated that it has
been raising these issues since
2010 but the problems have not
been resolved.

Whose gun
is it anyway?
Case Pending
In Court For
Over 20 Years
TIMES NEWS NETWORK
Ahmedabad: People going
to court for decades together
to resolve their land and
property issues is a common
affair in India. But, in a rare
case which came up at the
Gujarat high court this week,
gun ownership has been the
point of contention for 25
years.
The authorities insisted
on handing over the weapon
to a person, who neither
holds the gun’s license nor
does he wants it have it. Ironically, the real owner, who
holds the gun license, is denied of the custody.
This was due to a lower
court’s order passed in 1990
and now even the Gujarat
high court refused to intervene in the matter of resolveing the dispute over who
should be given the ownership of the gun. After pendency of 23 long years, the HC
redirected the gun owner to
lower court, whose order had
created this situation.
According to case details,
Meraman Mer of Lalpur
town in Jamnagar was put on
trial on charges of attempt to

murder. He had a licensed
gun, which was seized from
his brother Babubhai, who
was the witness in the case. In
June 1990, a sessions court in
Jamnagar acquitted Meraman and the court also ordered to return the weapon.
However, the court mentioned that the gun be returned to the witness Babubhai
Mer, from whom the weapon
was seized. The court ordered its registry to hand
over the gun to the witness after verifying that he has got a
license.
Interestingly, the witness
filed an affidavit on the same
day of the judgment and told
the court that he had never
claimed the gun and the
weapon be given to his brother. The authorities stuck to
court order and maintained
that the gun will be handed
over to Babubhai only. They
refused to hand over the gun
to Meraman, who repeatedly
requested for the weapon.
In 1993, Meraman moved
the HC, and his appeal came
up for hearing last week. To
make the matter worse for
Meraman, his lawyer forgot
about the case and failed to attend the hearing. The HC felt
that the problem can be
solved by little modification
in lower court order and for
that Meraman should approach the trial court in Jamnagar.
Pics: Yogesh Chawda

500 NCC cadets take out rally
Ahmedabad: Over 500 cadets
of National Cadet Corps
(NCC) participated in a rally to
create awareness about the anti-drug abuse day to be observed on June 26. The cadets performed street play and took the
pledge to fight the drug menace. Senior NCC and Narcotics
Control Bureau (NCB) officials were present on the occasion.

ANTI-DRUG ABUSE DAY
“World over, June 26 is observed as ‘International Day
against Drug Abuse and Illicit
Trafficking’ by a resolution
passed by the UN General Assembly in 1987. For the past 28
years, the day marks the
events to raise public awareness regarding menace of
drugs and mobilize support
for drug control. On June 26,
we are organizing a major
event in Surat. Thus, as a pre-

Cadets performed street play and took pledge to fight drug menace

cursor, we are visiting various
institutions and spreading the
awareness,” said Hari Om
Gandhi, zonal director of
NCB. Gandhi flagged off the
rally from the NCC ground behind Law Garden at 7 am on
Tuesday. The cadets carried
out banners, posters and leaflets spreading awareness
about the ill effects of various
drugs and signs to identify

drug abuse. NCB officials have
earlier conducted sessions at
various institutes and colleges
in and around Ahmedabad in
June as part of the drive.
“The drugs don’t only affect the addict but ruin and destroy families. Youths are the
most susceptible and thus we
wanted to reach out to the most
vulnerable age groups,” said
an NCB official.
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Ahmedabad: Dark clouds and
drizzle descending upon the city
on Tuesday intensiﬁed the mass
anticipation of the monsoon’s
mega show. As coastal areas of
Saurashtra received heavy downpour, it raised Amdavadis’ hopes
of the grand fall. However, light
showers did give something to
cheer about but the Amdavadi’s
‘dil mange more’.
The first spell of decent premonsoon rain had enthralled the
city on June 15 and people have
been awaiting the monsoon ever
since. But the wait seems may end
soon. The deep depression over
Arabian Sea is expected to make
way for a good rainstorm. “A deep
depression over the Arabian sea
has crossed coastal region of Gujarat in Diu, which is likely
to bring good rainfall to
Ahmedabad over the
next two days,” said
Jayanta Sarkar, director of IMD, Gujarat.
He said the
deep depression
has moved towards
northeast direction
and will weaken gradually. Saurashtra, south
Gujarat and interior areas
will witness widespread rain,
while Ahmedabad will see good
rainfall in next two days.” However, rain will decrease in four days
after the system weakens.
“I envy Saurashtra as it has

Welcome showers
drench city in hope

been receiving
heavy showers
for the past few
days. It’s high
time we should also
get our share of the
monsoon…It seems the
weather god is meting out stepmotherly treatment to Amdavadis,” said Neha Kothari, who
was seen enjoying methi na gota
with her sister in Law Garden.

14 flights delayed

F

ourteen flights to and from Ahmedabad were
delayed by 50 mins to 2.5 hours due to inclement
weather and congestion in air traffic. The impact was
seen on Ahmedabad-Delhi and Ahmedabad-Mumbai
routes. As many as eight Jet Airways flights, four of
Indigo and one each of GoAir and Air India flights were
delayed following heavy rains in Delhi and bad
weather in Mumbai.

IIT-Gn collects data to chart future
course of Sabarmati, plan rejuvenation

Bihar as compared to UP. High sediment supply and channel silting is also
one of the main causes of flooding in
the Himalayan rivers. He says in the absence of rain gauge stations, hydrograph may be generated through geomorphic parameters, which can
provide rainfall-discharge relationship and better prediction of flood hazard. The impact of flood on bank erosion can be predicted through
process-based probabilistic models of
bank erosion.

Ankur.Tewari@timesgroup.com

Ahmedabad: In a first of its kind, IITGandhinagar is doing a study on dynamics of the Sabarmati River to define
the future trajectory of the river system
and strategize its rehabilitation and rejuvenation.
“We’ve initiated a watershed scale
study of western Indian rivers, especially of the Sabarmati River basin,
which will provide the initial data set
on its physical characteristics. The
study will also summarize the seasonal
fluctuation in the sediments,” said Prof
Vikrant Jain, faculty of earth sciences,
IIT-Gn.
Watershed scale study includes
analysis of hill slopes, land use, land
cover, floodplain mapping, channel
processes and integration of these
processes to have a holistic understanding of river processes. The initial analysis will be based on remote
sensing data for mapping and landscape scale modelling of energy distribution. “Once, the model will be
ready, the impact of human activity on river processes will
also be analyzed,” he said.
Prof Jain has also done a
study on how Indian rivers

UNDER STUDY: Sabarmati River

have changed their course over the past
300 years.
Turbulent Ganga
The study reveals why Ganga is more turbulent in Bihar
and causes more flooding as
compared to Uttar Pradesh.
Prof Jain says in Bihar, Ganga
is shallow as the amount of sediments is higher in plains. This is
mainly due to higher uplift of
Himalayas and high rainfall
intensity in Nepal. Also, flow
energy of the river is lower in

Why Kosi changed track
The August 2008 avulsion of the Kosi
River was caused by a combination of
factors such as rapid aggradations of
the channel belt after the construction
of an embankment, planform dynamics, and the lack of a sound monitoring
mechanism. The study has provided
steps to identify potential sites for future avulsions such as repetitive cross
section surveys to compute slope ratios,
repetitive planform mapping and monitoring of thalweg position with respect
to the embankment, and monitoring of
discharge in seepage channels outside
the embankment to assess pore pressure condition in the embankment and
its vulnerability to erosion processes.

Kankaria water
park contract
in controversy
Ahmedabad: The proposal to
extend the permission to the
contractor running the Jaldhara Water Park Amusement
zone at Kankaria for five more
years is embroiled in a controversy. The opposition produced documents to show the
contractor was allocated the
project for 15 years in 1998, during which time the contractor
failed procure a valid Building
Use (BU) permission. The BU
permission only came around
August 2002, after the earthquake. Ideally, the contract
was to end by 2013. But the
standing committee of the
AMC had considered 2002 to be
the reference of the contract,
which meant four more years
for the contractor. “This is partiality. How can you allow a
contractor to operate without
a BU permission for five years
and even break ASI laws by allowing construction within
100 metres of a protected site at
Kankaria. We plan to challenge this contract, says opposition
leader
Baddrudin
Sheikh of the Congress. TNN

