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Retailers drop onion bomb

‘We want
separate quota
for Patels’

Vegetable Sellers Are Making A Killing With 300% Profit
TIMES NEWS NETWORK
Ahmedabad: Onion prices in
the retail market are increasing despite a fall in the wholesale prices. The wholesale
prices have fallen by nearly Rs
3 in the past couple of days but
in the retail market, the prices
have increased to Rs 35-40 per
kg.
Bhavnagar APMC sources
said that the prices may increase further in the first
week of August when the market sees a drop in onion production. A member of Bhavnagar APMC said that
currently the market is flooded with poor quality onion,
mostly from Rajasthan and
Madhya Pradesh.
“The farmers have not
been taking any risk with
their produce as they know
that the moisture content is
high and they cannot store it
for long. Once this fear is over,
they would start storing onion and that would result in
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Vegetables
➤ Potato
➤ Onion
➤ Tomato
➤ Cluster bean (guar)
➤ Coccinia (giloda)
➤ Brinjal
➤ Lady finger

Wholesale

2.5-11
20-28
10-20
30
15
5-10
22

Ahmedabad: Narmada district has a primarily tribal population that once swore by
herbs and treatments prescribed by local ‘bhagats’ (healers) for treatment of all kinds
of diseases. Fruits of Bili tree
for gripes and ardusi for cough
were some of the common remedies. In the past few years,
however, the number of people
knowing how to identify medicinal plants has been falling.
“It was this fact that motivated us to set up ‘Aadi Aushadhi’, an organization at Dediyapada where we could train
youths in how to identify herbs
and their use in traditional
medicine,” said Himmat Chauhan, one of the founders of the
project. “We also roped in 80
traditional healers who are
guiding the younger genera-

All surplus
teachers to be
absorbed,
says CM
Bharat Yagnik &
Kapil Dave | TNN

Ahmedabad:
Concerned
over the deteriorating standard of education chief minister Anandiben Patel in a review meeting directed the
officials of the state education
department to expedite the
process of appointment in the
colleges and schools.
The CM also made it clear
that all teachers or professors
who are rendered surplus will
be accommodated in other
schools and colleges.
The CM recently held a review meeting with the department officials. The meeting
was held soon after the high
court (HC) raised concerns
over the falling standards of
education in the state. The HC
earlier this week directed the
Gujarat Public Service Commission and the state government’s General Administration Department to complete
the process within a week for
recruitment of more than
2,000 vacant posts for teachers
in engineering, pharmacy
and polytechnic colleges
across the state. The CM in the
meeting asked the department to accommodate the 150odd surplus teachers who
were rendered surplus after
the government run Primary
Teachers’ Training College
closed down for want of students. The department also informed the CM that there were
1,000-odd teachers who were
also surplus. The CM made it
clear that no teachers would
be rendered surplus and they
have to be accommodated.
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prices going up in August-October period,” said the member.
Delay in rains in the state
has also raised the fear that
the already skyrocketing vegetable prices would further in-

Healers with herb
secrets vanishing
Parth.Shastri@timesgroup.com

Navrangpura

tion.”
As part of the central government’s biodiversity register project, the state government’s biodiversity board has
so far managed to reach over
200 villages of the state to document local flora and fauna in
People’s Biodiversity Registers
(PBRs). One of the byproducts
of this exercise is documentation of traditional knowledge.
Many organizations associated with the exercise find the decline in number of people with
knowledge traditional medicine disconcerting.
“Various parts of Dodi or
Jivanti, a creeper found on several trees, can be used for treatment of gynecological problems to fever and even
diabetes,” said said Jalabhai
Rathvi, working with Vejpur
Van Mandali in Aravalli district.

crease in September and October. “Low sowing will lead to
paucity of onion in November
and that would push the prices up. Usually, the prices of onion begin to decrease from the
first week of October, but this
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year due to delay in sowing,
this could happen only in November,” the member added.
The prices of vegetables
are already higher by about
15-20 per cent as compared to
the last year. The officials said
that the prices of vegetable
are much less in the wholesale
markets, but some retailers
are selling vegetables at four
times the wholesale price.
The officials said that the
retailers have been charging
exorbitant prices in the name
of delayed monsoon. “Potato
is being sold at Rs 2.5 to Rs 11
per kg in the wholesale market but the retailers are charging even Rs 28 for a kg,” said a
member.
Richa Shah, a resident of
Gurukul, said that in the past
few days, the prices of vegetable have increased drastically,
badly affecting her monthly
budget. “I have no option but
to cut on consumption. I have
reduced onion consumption
by 50%,” she said.

Ahmedabad: People with
swollen gums, missing teeth, illfitted dentures, and other signs
of poor dental health are susceptible to getting cancer. A
new study has shown that people with limited mouth opening
and poor dental hygiene are at
risk of contracting oral cancer.
An Ahmedabad native,
Shantanu Chandra, who is pursuing BE (Hons) in computer
science from Birla Institute of
Technology and Science in Dubai, has carried out a study on
‘Prediction of Oral Cancer Recurrence Using Naïve Bayes
Data Mining Technique’ as
part of his project.

ardik Patel said, “We

separate quota for the community.” He added that they
will move the courts if required.
The Patidars plan to submit a memorandum to chief
minister Anandiben Patel,
Gujarat governor O P Kohli
and thereafter to Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
He further said that they
plan to organize rallies in Rajkot, Porbandar, Viramgam,
Mahisagar, Bhavnagar and in
other parts of the state.

City airport to be
developed on PPP model:
Minister of state for civil
aviation Dr Mahesh Sharma in a
written reply in Rajya Sabha has
clarified that the Centre has no
plans to privatize some of the
major airports in the country
including Chennai, Kolkata,
Bengaluru and Ahmedabad. TNN
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Chinu Modi (second from left) mesmerized the audience with his
verses in Urdu and Gujarati

from organizing cultural programmes — works for the welfare of Juhapura and Sarkhej.
“For a population of 5 lakh
there is only one post office.
There are no drainage facilities here, nor a garden for chil-
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The study examined 200 patient records with previous his-

Ganga Ram Aloria’s
age dilemma
fficial records say Gujarat chief secretary

TOI

Family members and doctors of Civil Hospital on Sunday paid tribute to 2008 serial blasts victims who were
killed at the trauma center of the hospital

dren or senior citizens,” he
said. “Drinking water is scarce
too. We have given written representations to the authorities
and hope that situation will be
rectified soon.”
For his part, Chinu Modi

Khambhat artisans to
show stone bead skills

➤ Thick red, white patch
in mouth
➤ Loose teeth for no
specified reason
➤ Unhealing ulcers
➤ Gum infections

lashnathan — popularly
known as KK — for mishandling of two recent crises. First
was the problem of baseless
rumours in Ahmedabad, Gandhinagar and Kheda districts
which, at places, led to instances of violence, in one of which a mentally
ill man was lynched.
Now there is the movement of the Patidar community for OBC status and reservation, a development that threatens to destabilize the Anandiben Patel government.
Sources say that KK has been looking after
home (law and order) matters in the Chief Minister’s Office (CMO) ever since former principal
secretary to the CM, Girish Chandra Murmu,
moved to Delhi a few months back. Moreover,
KK is almost in direct control of the
home department because additional chief secretary, home, P K Taneja is
new to his post.
Sources said the chief minister had
pulled up KK because the Patels’ reservation stir had projected her government in bad light.

will retire in July 2016. However, if the grapevine is to be believed, Aloria is wondering
whether he should ask the
state government to consider
(for service matters) his actual
age which is 57.
Sources said Aloria started going to school two
years earlier than is allowed nowadays as there
was no awareness at the time about the right
age for sending a child to school.
The chief secretary, however, faces a dilemma.
He never sought any rectification in his date of
birth throughout his career. If he now claims
that he is two years younger than his official
age, it may be seen as a manoeuvre to stay
chief secretary for three years.

Singh prefers Delhi
to CS post
N Singh, additional chief secretary, finance,

J and General Administration Department, is

the senior-most officer after
Ganga Ram Aloria and in line
to be the next chief secretary
when the latter retires in July
next year.
However, if sources in the secretariat are to be believed,
Singh is more keen to join the central government as his empanelment as secretary at the
Centre is due shortly. He apparently sees better
prospects for him in New Delhi than in
Gujarat where he could be the next
chief secretary. Sources said that
Singh has reportedly told the state
government about his preference.
It, however, seems unlikely that Singh
will be allowed to move to Delhi as he
heads two crucial departments and
the state government relies on him. If
Singh takes over as Gujarat chief secretary
next year, he will have a long stint at the post —
till May 2019.

Pandian likely
to join big firm
ormer chief secretary D J Pandian whose

F name was in circulation for the post of chairman, Gujarat Electricity Regulatory Commission (GERC), is
apparently not keen on the
job. Sources said that he may
join a major corporate house.
Recently, Pandian had a series
of meetings with the chairman
of the group. Source say that soon after his
‘cooling off’ period ends, Pandian will join this
corporate group. After his retirement, Pandian
was appointed director-general of Pandit Deendayal Petroleum University (PDPU).
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WARNING SIGNS

C blame her chief principal secretary K Kai-

Moreover, in the unlikely eventuality that the
government accepts his claim, it will block the
prospects of officers next in line to be chief
secretary.
Some such officers are additional chief secretary, finance, and General Administration Department (GAD) JN Singh; ACS, home, PK Taneja; ACS, industry and mines department, Arvind
Agrawal; and others.

Veggie Gujarat to get
GIB chicks for breeding

Also Share
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Ahmedabad: For the past
5,000 years, stone bead artisans
in Khambhat have been involved in ‘Make In India’. Now,
they will finally get a global
platform. A forthcoming workshop at IIT-Gandhinagar will
see Khambhat’s master craftsman Anwar Hussain Shaikh
and his team conducting live
practical into the technique of
making stone beads before
eminent experts and scholars
from the US, the UK, Japan, Sri
Lanka, Italy, Nepal, Thailand
and Bangladesh.
“Stone bead study involves

KK draws flak
for Patel stir

O Ganga Ram Aloria is 59 years old and

Juhapura seniors exchange Eid wishes
Ahmedabad: An Eid-greeting function for about 110
members of the Senior Citizens’ Welfare Association of
Juhapura and Sarkhej was
held at a party plot on the Vishala-Sarkhej Road on Sunday
morning.
Many eminent citizens of
the city were present at the
event. Regional passport officer Z A Pathan, the chief guest,
and poet Chinu Modi were on
the dais. The president of the
association, Ahmed Mansuri,
said that the group — apart
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BEAUTY OF BEADS

scientific investigations as
well as understanding in the
right cultural perspective. A
combination of such a strategy
has not evolved fully in south

Asia even though a larger history of beads is noticed here.
Keeping this in mind, Archaeological Science Centre, IIT-Gn,
will conduct a five-day coursecum-workshop on the ‘History,
Science and Technology of
Stone Beads’ from August 10 to
14,” said Alok Kumar Kanungo, assistant research professor (archaeology), IIT-Gn.
He said: “With a huge repository of crafts, we need to
promote craft tourism and connect it with Make In India mission. For instance, stone beads
is our Make In India for the past
5,000 years but artisans lack a
global platform.”

Study links poor oral health to cancer
Ankur.Tewari@timesgroup.com
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tory of oral cancer obtained
from the oncology division of a
tertiary-care hospital. Out of
200 patients, the study shows
that 20% suffered from cancer
at the end of five years. The
study adds that nearly 5% of
oral cancer survivors are at

WORLD HEAD &
NECK CANCER DAY
risk of developing a new cancer
every year.
A collateral but medically
important finding from this
study is that reduced mouth
opening was an important predictor of recurrence and additionally poor oral hygiene turn-

ed out to be another key adverse
factor for cancer striking back.
The study states that limited mouth opening is commonly
due to a precancerous condition called SMF (submucus fibrosis) that makes an individual carry a lifetime risk of
multiple head and neck cancers.
Shantanu’s father and senior oncologist Dr Somesh
Chandra said: “Unlike other
common cancers like breast
and colorectal for which genetic and molecular based models
exist to predict outcomes and
guide treatment plans, none exist for oraltumor-node-metastasis. A multifactorial predictive
model is therefore needed.”

mesmerized the audience with
his verses in Urdu and Gujarati. Z A Khan, while addressing
the audience, emphasized the
need for education within the
community. Citing the example of Israel, Khan said the
country focused on education
and thus has achieved a lot.
“Many members of the Jewish
community are part of prestigious institutions like the NASA not because of any reservation but due to their
eligibility,” he said. Khan said
that the government launches
welfare schemes without any
discrimination, it is the people
within the community who
have to take the initiative and
grab the opportunity for their
own good. Modi spoke about
communal harmony and
brotherhood.

Training on ‘Military Law
and Justice’: Gujarat National
Law University (GNLU) will
organize a first-of-its-kind
training program on ‘Military
Law and Justice’ from July 26 to
August 1 which will focus on
Indian military laws and
concepts of justice. TNN

Ahmedabad: Gujarat will be
getting newly hatched chicks of
the critically endangered Great
Indian Bustard from neighbouring Rajasthan. These
chicks will be kept at Nalia
sanctuary for ‘nature acclimatization’, after which they will
be released in Kutch for conservation.
While Gujarat has been approved as India’s only breeding
centre for the Great Indian Bustard, Rajasthan will have the
country’s first and only incubation centre for the threatened
bird species. The central government has in principal given
approval for this method of conservation as Gujarat is largely a
vegetarian state with almost no
poaching of the endangered
bird. In Rajasthan, on the other
hand, poaching is rampant.

Gujarat has a population of only 53 Great Indian Bustards

Gujarat has a population of
only 53 Great Indian Bustards.
Apart from Gujarat, these bustards are also found in Rajasthan and Maharashtra. Officials said that Gujaratis are not
known to poach the bustard;
hence the Centre has decided to
give a breeding centre in Gujarat and incubation in Rajasthan. Rajasthan has a sizeable
population of the endangered
bird species. The newly

hatched chicks will be brought
to Gujarat where a breeding
centre is ready. A large area has
been fenced in so that there is
no threat of dogs or stray cattle
that kill these birds. Officials
said that the incubation centre
was set up in Rajasthan after
the International Union for
Conservation of Nature report
stated that other conservation
measures will need at least 5 to
10 years for effective results.

Statue of Unity getting final touches
Ahmedabad: A five-member
committee from Gujarat and
Mumbai was at Noida-based
sculptor Ram Suthar, 89,
workshop to give the final touches to Sardar Patel’s statue
called the Statue of Unity.
The team met L&T engineers and government officials concerned with the project and proposed changes to
certain physical features of
Sardar statue.
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The team inspecting the statue

The team included journalist Vishnu Pandya, secre-

tary of Karamsad Sardar Patel Trust Hasmukh Patel,
historian Rizwan Kadri and
two senior professors from
the JJ School of fine arts. The
team proposed that the eyes of
the existing Sardar statue be
made sharper, while also asking Suthar to flatten Sardar’s
forehead and thicken his upper lip. The team also proposed thickening of Sardar’s
nose. TNN

CUTE to cut
check-in time
PiyushMishra@timesgroup.com

Ahmedabad: Travellers at
the city airport will soon be
able get their boarding passes from any counter, irrespective of the airline they
are flying. This will save
them from standing in long
queues. Recently, in a written reply to a question
asked in the Rajya Sabha,
minister of state for civil
aviation Dr Mahesh Sharma said that the Airports
Authority of India (AAI)
had undertaken several
projects for upgrading and
modernization of passenger facilities at various airports, including Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel
International Airport.
Among these projects is
one for check-in counters
with Common User Terminal Equipment (CUTE).
The CUTE system will ensure smooth passage of
travellers at the check-in
points. This will cut short
the lengthy process that
passengers have to pass
through at these points.

The system
ommon User Terminal

C Equipment (CUTE) system is

a common software platform
which can be used by all airlines
and handling agents to process
passenger and baggage
movement.

How it works
nce CUTE system is in

O place, passengers can get
their boarding pass and
baggage tags from any
counter regardless of the
airline they are using.

Its utility
he system will ensure

The Loving Memory of

passengers at the check-in
points by reducing time.

MR. K.R. JOHN, KARIYATTI CHAKKALA

T smooth passage of

CUTE is a software and
network airport solution
which can be shared by airlines and handling agents
and enables them to access
their own applications from
workstations with printers
also shared by all users.

Born on 5-8-1949, called to
rest: 23-7-2015
The 5th day
remembrance holy mass
will be held on Monday,
27-7-15 at 8 a.m at Loyola
Church, Memnagar,
Ahmedabad. Affectionately remembered by
Lucy (Wife), Jaison (Son) Jessy Joy & Jancy
Tomy (Daughters)

