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Ahmedabad: At the begin-
ning of every month, the
health department of the
Ahmedabad Municipal
Corporation (AMC) em-
barks on a major exercise of
determining mosquito den-
sity in homes and localities
of our city. How it’s done is
equally interesting.

An entomologist con-
ducts the mosquito density
count in what they call ‘bit-
ing rooms’ or bedrooms in
the houses he or she sur-
veys. The room is closed
and a white cloth is spread
across the room. An insec-
ticide is then sprayed in ev-
ery corner and left for al-
most an hour. After
sometime, the white cloth
has the much needed mos-
quitoes — anopheles, aedes
aegypti or culex — for den-
sity count. 

The entomologist re-
peats this exercise in at
least four houses a day and
makes at least 225 to 250 at-
tempts a month. This would
mean visiting 800 to 1,000
houses a month for the mos-
quito survey. The mosqui-
toes are carefully collected
and taken to the central ma-
laria lab.

“Culex or nuisance mos-
quitoes are the most com-
mon biting insects we find.
They are generally con-
fused with anopheles and
dengue causing Aedes Ae-
gypti mosquitoes. Culex
are not disease causing, the
other two are,” says a se-
nior AMC official. Also
there are many instances
where residents point to-
wards Diptera flies that
stay on stagnant water sur-
face.

“Diptera flies look like
mosquitoes but belong to a
different insect family.
They emerge soon after
monsoon and vanish in a
few weeks. Mosquitoes on
the other hand cannot float
on water,” says the AMC of-
ficial.

During density surveys,
AMC officials also educate
residents on mosquito
management in their

homes. “For instance, den-
gue causing Aedes Aegypti
mosquitoes lay their eggs
on the sides of a vessel fil-
led with water, while ano-
pheles mosquitoes lay their
eggs on water surface. So, it
will be important for one to
wash the vessel thoroughly
to avoid aedes aegypti
breeding,” adds the AMC
health official.

How mosquito density is
counted in a ‘biting room’
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Ahmedabad: After a dull
show, the southwest monsoon
started retreating from Guja-
rat on Tuesday. The state re-
ceived 81% rain this monsoon.

IMD Gujarat director
Jayanta Sarkar said, “The
southwest monsoon has with-
drawn from some parts of the
state. The withdrawal line pas-
ses through Dharchula, Eta-
wah, Guna, Ratlam, Ahmada-
bad and Dwarka.”

According to the IMD,
northerly winds are prevailing
at lower levels over the region.
As a result, only clear sky will
prevail in the city from
Wednesday.

Ahmedabad last received
showers on September 21, with
rains lashing most parts of the
city for a couple of days. This
monsoon, the city received just
three spells of rain.

The state, according to the
revenue department, has re-
ceived 647.59 mm rainfall

against the annual average of
797 mm. The state control
room data showed that the
state received 172.14 mm rain
in June, 321.01 mm in July, 34.54
mm in August and 119.90 mm
in September.

Among districts, Banas-
kantha registered the maxi-
mum rainfall at 929 mm
against its average of 570 mm.
Vadodara was at the bottom
with 38.50% of its annual aver-
age. The district received only
344 mm rainfall against its an-
nual average of 892 mm.

According to the state con-
trol room, Kutch and North
Gujarat received 100% of their
annual rainfall. However, the
east-central Gujarat received
just 58.50% of the region’s an-
nual average of 781 mm. 

Monsoon retreat
begins in Gujarat
State Received

81% Of 
Avg Rainfall

Ahmedabad last received rain 
on September 21
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Ahmedabad: The general
board of Ahmedabad Munic-
ipal Corporation (AMC) on
Tuesday passed a proposal
for setting up a power plant
that will fed on 500 tonnes of
municipal solid waste. Land
for the project will be provid-
ed by AMC while a private
player will have to set up,
maintain and operate the
plant for 30 years. 

The power produced by
the plant will be directly fed
into the state grid and con-
cessions offered to the agen-
cy in terms of taxes. AMC
has already clearly stated in
the proposal that companies
valued at Rs 300 crore and
above will be preferred. 

Meanwhile, the general
board proceedings had to be
stopped over a ruckus after
Congress councillor Mangal
Surajkar accused the ruling
BJP of not providing ade-
quate affordable housing
schemes for Amdavadis. 

He even accused that Pati-
dar societies in the city had to
beg for basic facilities before
the civic body despite having
a standing committee chair-
man and mayor belonging to
the community.

Waste-fed
power plant

gets AMC nod
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Ahmedabad: To further ease
the problem of congestion in
the mixed traffic lanes, the
Ahmedabad Municipal Cor-
poration (AMC) has decided
to shift two more buses in the
BRTS lane. These includes
buses in route number 49 (Ad-
inathnagar to Godavi) and
52/2 (Maninagar to Sattadhar
Society).

While route number 49
bus will move inside the BRTS

corridor from Jodhpur Cross-
roads to Sardar Patel Ring
Road, route 52/2 bus will run
inside the BRTS corridor
from Kankaria Telephone Ex-
change to Lokmanya Tilak
Marg.

The AMC has decided to
remove all the AMTS buses
from the congested areas and
move them into the lane
which was earlier reserved
only for the BRTS. Senior offi-
cials of Ahmedabad Janmarg
Limited said that recently the

authorities had also decided
that the corridor instead of be-
ing called as Bus Rapid Tran-
sit Corridor (BRTC) will be re-
named as Urban Transport
Corridor.

This will facilitate the
movement of buses of the Ah-
medabad Municipal Trans-
port Services (AMTS) in the
corridor. 

Recently the AMC and
AJL had decided to introduce
46 buses in the dedicated cor-
ridor.
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2 more AMTS buses to use BRTS lane

Ahmedabad:The term of the
present syndicate of Gujarat
University ends on Wednes-
day but a scheduled last meet-
ing has not yet been convened.
This decision of skipping the
last meet has irked many syn-
dicate members who now
blame GU authorities of au-
tocracy and of violating their
rights.

Syndicate members said
that several of them had made
representations to the univer-
sity authorities and com-
plained on the issue but all in
vain. Earlier the GU had an-
nounced that the last syndi-
cate meeting of the present
body will be held in the last
week of September. GU offi-
cials said that with several col-
leges getting de-affiliated from
the Gujarat University the
present size of the GU syndi-
cate will also be reduced. 

Angry members claimed
that recently the finance com-
mittee of GU had taken sever-
al decisions and these would
have been discussed during
the last meeting. 

GU syndicate
fumes as its

last meet
scrapped
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Ahmedabad: Gujarat gov-
ernment has issued the final
notification to deaffiliate 
130-odd colleges joined to the
Gujarat University and link
the same with the newly-
formed Central University 
of Gujarat and Sardar Patel
University.

The state government is-
sued a notification in this re-
gard on Monday. Colleges
have also been directed to be
affiliated to their concerned
university.

Officials said that Sardar
Patel University, which has
requisite existing infrastruc-
ture, has agreed to conduct
the examination of the colleg-
es affiliated to it. Central Uni-
versity of Gujarat has, how-
ever, cited helplessness and
asked Gujarat University to
conduct the first terminal ex-
amination for the colleges af-
filiated to it.

GU vice-chancellor MN

Patel said that the varsity will
take a decision on Wednesday
regarding conducting the ex-
amination. 

With 130-odd colleges
deaffiliated, GU now has 282
colleges. Officials said the
state government recently es-
tablished the new university
which has been headquar-
tered in Godhra and will cov-
er Panchmahals, Mahisagar,
Dahod and Vadodara rural. 

The 85 colleges earlier
linked to GU have been de-af-
filiated and transferred to the
new Central University of
Gujarat, while the remaining
are linked to SP University. 

Notification delinks
130 colleges from

Gujarat University

GU now has 282 colleges
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Ahmedabad: KaKa-Ba Hos-
pital has conducted more than
100 free surgeries on needy pa-
tients diagnosed in medical
camps held recently at Dholka
and Bhat, a press statement is-
sued by the hospital said here
on Tuesday.

The hospital, an initiative
of Cadila Pharmaceuticals
Ltd, performed 80 cataract op-
erations, 10 dental surgeries,
five orthopaedic and five gy-
naecology surgeries on its
premises in Hansot, Bharuch.
Free transportation, food, ac-
commodation were also ar-
ranged for the patients. 

Till date, the hospital has
treated over six lakh patients
and performed more than
3,000 free plastic surgeries.

KaKa-Ba Hospital and Ca-
dila Pharmaceuticals Ltd had
organised two free medical
check-up camps at Bhat and
Trasad (in Dholka) villages in
Ahmedabad on June 28 and
September 20 respectively.
More than 1,800 villagers ben-
efited from the camps, while
around 150 patients were iden-
tified for further treatment.

The patients were taken in
three batches to the hospital
and upon completion of the
treatment they were dis-
charged, the statement said.

Over 100 free
surgeries

conducted at
Dholka, Bhat
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Shankarsinh Vaghela, leader
of opposition in the state as-
sembly, criticized Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi over his
statements and appearance
during his visit to the USA.
Vaghela said, “PM's state-
ments regarding India's in-
ternal politics in USA at the in-
ternational forum have
devalued India's reputation.”

Counter-terror
course on anvil
Chief minister Anandiben Pa-
tel on Tuesday said that Guj-
arat government has pre-
pared a counter-terror course
for police force and is going to
set up a commando training
centre in the state. She was
speaking at the 21st meeting
of the western zonal council in
Panaji in Goa chaired by Union
home minister Rajnath Singh. 

Transport strike
Traders in Gujarat have ex-
tended their support to a
strike called by transporters.
All India Motor Transport Cor-
poration has announced to
launch an indefinite transport
on October 1.

CITY DIGEST

‘Modi devalued
India in US’

Ahmedabad: About 15% to
17% of total heart attacks in
India are related to high blood
pressure (BP). In such a sce-
nario, Indian Institute of
Technology, Gandhinagar
(IIT-Gn) has developed a
mechanism to accurately
measure a patient’s BP. The
institute has secured patent
for the invention.

The device is in the form
of a wristband that can non-
invasively measure a pa-
tient’s diastolic and systolic
BP. Presently, devices that
measure BP only count sys-
tolic reading. Devices that
measure diastole predict
with the help of models de-
pendent on body weight, body
mass index and age. Such
readings are frequently
marked by errors. Some for-
eign-made devices that can
measure multiple physiolog-
ical parameters are quite ex-
pensive.

The new device has been
developed by Prof Uttama La-
hiri and electrical engineer-
ing students Dhaval Solanki
and Poojan Oza. Prof Lahiri
said: “The device also has an

arm-pressure cuff and pulse
plethysmogram-based sen-
sor. The sensor is used for
measuring blood pulsation at
the fingertip. For BP mea-
surement, it has a cuff that
has to be positioned on the up-
per arm about one inch above
the tennis point.” 

She said the machine can
also measure pulse rate, he-
moglobin, saturation of pe-

ripheral oxygen and perfu-
sion index. Change in
perfusion index helps doctors
decide anesthesia and pain
measurement. The wrist-
band has an LCD screen and
some vital light displays that
automatically change colour
in an emergency. It shows red
for emergency, green for nor-
mal and yellow and orange for
precautionary steps.

Senior cardiologist Dr Sa-
meer Dani said: “This device
can be a novelty if it mea-
sures high BP with precision.
Also, wearing a wristband is
much more convenient.” He
said: “If all Indians with high
BP are recognized and treat-
ed, we’ll have 30% less heart
attacks and strokes. High BP,
if ignored, can lead to heart
attack and even paralysis.” 

A wristband to keep your heart safe 
TRACKING
HEART’S
HEALTH

NEWSICLE Coronary Artery Disease Is A Major Killer. Every Day, 18 
Amdavadis Are Admitted To City Hospitals With Cardiac 
Problems. An Average 152 People Died Of Heart Disease 
Every Day In Gujarat Between July 2009 And August 2010

RISK FACTORS
Some controllable 
risk factors include 
high BP, diabetes, 
smoking, obesity, 
stress, high 
cholesterol and 
alcohol    

BROKEN HEART
Severe emotional stress can 
lead to extreme heart muscle 
pumping function also known 
as stress cardiomyopathy or 
takotsubo cardiomyopathy

PILL PERIL
Risk is more in 

women on 
hormonal pills and 
it doubles if she is a 

smoker. Using birth 
control pills can also 

increase the risk of 
heart disease 

SYMPTOMS
Chest pain, stomach ache with 
vomiting, heavy sweating, 
strange feeling in the chest, 
breathlessness, fast heart 
beat, light-headedness

HEALTHY 
DIET
Fruits, 
vegetables, olive 
oil, nuts, whole 
grains, chicken 
without skin, egg white, flax seeds 

UNHEALTHY 
FOOD
Red meat, deep 
fried food, junk 
food, bakery 
products, 
butter, ghee 

INDIA HAS 1.9 CR 
PATIENTS WITH 

HEART FAILURE 
AND 1.5 MILLION 

NEW CASES 
ADDED PER YEAR

HOW TO 
REDUCE 
RISK

Adopt a healthy 
lifestyle, eat plenty of 
fruits and vegetables, 
less red meat, less ghee 
and butter, walk at least 
five days a week 

Ahmedabad: Gujarat high
court on Tuesday asked the
Vastrapur police to inquire in-
to the provocative speech deliv-
ered by Patidar reservation
stir leader Hardik Patel at the
GMDC ground during Kranti
Rally on August 25 and register
an FIR invoking sedition
charges, if prima facie any of-
fence is made out at all.

Justice J B Pardiwala di-
rected cops to take action in
case they come to conclusion
that Hardik’s speech was real-
ly seditious. And if the investi-
gators find that there was no of-
fence made out in that speech,
they can explain the petitioner
the reason to junk the com-
plaint, said petitioner Naren-
dra Gadhvi’s lawyer Rahul Pa-
tel.

This happened in connec-
tion with Gandhidham resi-
dent Gadhvi’s complaint in-
sisting that cops should book
PAAS convener under section
124A of IPC. He had filed his
complaint before Morbi police.
The complaint was later trans-
ferred to Vastrapur police.
When cops did not take any ac-
tion, Gadhvi moved the HC.

Gadhvi has been claiming
that Hardik’s call to members
of Patidar community to take
law in their hands, to be ready
to go to jail, to throng national
capital and to disrupt railway
lines amounted to sedition. His
lawyer said that the complaint
was made before cops, state
home department as well as
the home minister, but the offi-
cials and the minister too
seemed to be afraid of invok-
ing sedition charge against
Hardik. Hence, he moved the

high court.
Meanwhile, Justice Pardi-

wala also issued notice to the
state government in response
to a petition demanding thor-
ough probe into alleged police
atrocity in Vastral area on Au-
gust 25 night, when the riots
broke out and father-son duo
fell to police bullets.

Hardik Incited
GMDC Crowd,

Says Petitioner

RAF personnel outside HC on Tuesday. (Inset) Hardik Patel

TOI

Lodge FIR if speech was seditious: HC
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IIT-Gn Develops
Device To

Accurately
Measure BP

Ankur.Tewari@timesgroup.com

Ahmedabad:An hour after
Hardik Patel appeared before the
high court on Tuesday, the city
police revoked its notification
blocking a portion of SG highway.
While police claimed the decision
was taken in the interest of others
going to the court, sources said
that less than expected number of
agitators prompted the move. On
Monday, police had issued a
notification restricting traffic
between Kargil petrol pump and
Sola Bhagwat crossroads from 9
am till the end of HC proceedings.
As many as 300 women
constables, two DCPs, fives ACPs
and 17 police inspectors were
deployed in the area. TNN

Roadblock order
revoked soon 

Gandhinagar: Finding him-
self in a tough situation follow-
ing reprimand from the Guja-
rat high court over his alleged
abduction by cop-like men, Pati-
dar Anamat Andolan Samiti
(PAAS) convener Hardik Patel
has decided to mobilize Patidar
women to demand reservation
under OBC category. 

Patidar women’s thali-
chamchi (plate and spoon) pro-
tests have proved major law and
order problem for Anandiben
Patel government in the state.
The CM, popularly known as
‘Ben’, will find it difficult to take
any harsh step against Patidar
Bens.

A key member of the PAAS
said, “On October 1, we have or-
ganized a condolence meet at
Rajkot for a Patidar youth who
committed suicide for the
cause. Thereafter, we will give a

call for women sammelans at
Himmatnagar and other places
in Gujarat. Women’s participa-
tion in August 25 rally was lim-
ited but now we want to mobili-
ze them. We will highlight the
cases filed against Patidar
women and why OBC
reservation is needed.
Detailed plan will
be announced
shortly.’’ Thali-
chamchi move-
ment by Pati-
dar women has
proved a big
challenge for po-
lice. The cops will
have to restrain
themselves from
using force against the women
protesters as any wrongdoing
will give the opposition an op-
portunity to take political ad-
vantage. More than 1,000 wom-
en have been booked for rioting
after August 25 rally. 

A thali-chamchi
challenge for Ben 

Kapil.Dave@timesgroup.com

The HC pulled up the pet-
itioners – Hardik’s
friends Ketan Patel and

Dinesh Bambhania – for ac-
cusing the police of abduction.
The allegation had seemingly
“pinched” police officials who
claimed they felt demoralized.

The court also advised the
police not to make it a prestige
issue. “There is no reason for
the police to feel demoralized
as there is nothing against
them. Nobody should make it a
prestige issue,” the court said
after advocate Mangukiya

hinted that he could withdraw
allegations against cops to end
the case.

The court also pulled up
Hardik for not approaching
the local police immediately
after he was released by his al-
leged abductors, particularly
when he had come to know
that a habeas corpus petition
had been filed. The judges
once again reminded that a
“hoax was created and ex-
traordinary circumstances
were created” to make them
believe that the issue was so se-
rious that they worked after
midnight.

Court pulls up petitioners for
abduction charge against cops

�Continued from P 1

Gandhinagar: Patidar Ana-
mat Andolan Samiti (PAAS)
convener Hardik Patel said on
Tuesday that he will announce

a national-level agitation
covering 17 states on
Wednesday in Delhi for
the rights of Patidar

community. Hardik in
a statement said, “I

will attend the
national core
committee
meeting of Pa-
tel Navnirman
Sena on
Wednesday in
New Delhi in

which Patels from
17 states will participate. We
will announce a national level
agitation in Delhi.

“There are rumours that we
are planning to form a political
party but these are only ru-
mours.” TNN

Hardik to
attend Delhi

meeting

Now, water crisis hounds NID
As if  dengue mosquitoes didn’t 

harass students enough, the coun-
try’s premiere design institute 

NID simultaneously grappled with a 
severe water crisis. Generally 

when an RO system 
for drinking water 
goes out of  order, 

one gets it repaired or 
replaced at the earli-
est. But at a time 
when a large number 
of  NIDians were 
fighting dengue and 
malaria in various 
private hospitals 
around the campus, 
the college adminis-
tration delayed the 
repair work for four 
days. Despite water-
borne diseases raising 

alarm in the city, our little birdie told 
us the students were forced to survive 
on mineral water from a local brand. 
This added to the worries of  the stu-
dents, who created a WhatsApp group 
to discuss water woes and lack of  hy-
giene on the campus.

 NIDian wins laurels at Russian film fest

Tanumoy Bose, an NID film and video student, has 
bagged the “Special Award for Sincerity And Po-

etic Image” for his documentary ‘Sagar Manav’ (Man 
and the Ocean) at the Siberian Baikal International 
Fest of  Documentary and Popular-Science Films. The 
event was recently in Irkutsk. Tanumoy was invited 
to the Festival and personally received his Award.

 For cartoonists’ view of Indian politics

Indian politics has seen it all - from freedom strug-
gle and emergency to coalition and majority gov-

ernments. The roller-coaster ride of  Indian politics 
is more fascinating when viewed through prism of  
cartoons. Keeping this in mind, Cept University has 
introduced a course on journey of  Indian politics 
through cartoons as part of  its Summer Winter

School. The course will be conducted by Gujarati 
journalist and humorist Urvish Kothari from No-
vember 30 to December 19. Students will be exposed 
to works of  R K Laxman, Bal Thackeray, Abu Abra-
ham, O V Vijayan, Rajinder Puri, Sudhir Dar, Ajit 
Ninan, Ravi Shankar, Maya Kamath and Sudhir 
Tailang. Hemant Morparia, a noted cartoonist, will 
be invited as an additional expert to share his in-
sights on the subject.

Your chance to be an 
expert blogger

Want to get better at 
blogging? Want to 

make your blog more pro-
fessional? Here’s a golden 
chance. Cept 
Winter Sum-
mer School 
will offer a 
course on pro-
fessional blog-
ging  from 
November 30 
to December 
18. The course will be con-
ducted by veteran digital 
marketing expert Jaydip 
Parikh and noted blogger 
Devanshu Pandit. Parikh 
said: “By the end of  the 
course, students will have 
set up a fully working blog, 
which you can continue to 
edit from any computer or 
smart phone.”

Ahmedabad:A day after
swine flu claimed its fifth
victim in the city this season,
two more tested positive for
the deadly virus on Tuesday.

While one patient is a
12-year-old boy from
Viratnagar, another is a
38-year-old woman from
Jodhapura. The boy has been
admitted to a hospital in
Bapunagar, while the woman is
recovering in the ICU of Zydus
Hospital.

On Monday, a 53-year-old
woman, a resident of
Fatehpura, with a history of
hypertension had died of H1N1
influenza. So far, five people
have died of swine flu in
Ahmedabad since July 1. TNN

2 more test H1N1
positive in city

NEW LINKS IN PLACE


