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I n a respite to former IPS officer
Rahul Sharma, the Central Ad-
ministrative Tribunal (CAT) has
said the charge sheet against him
was tainted by mischief. The

CAT quashed charge sheet issued
against Sharma for not providing CDs
containing data of mobile call re-
cords, in connection with 2002 riots,
to the government but readily hand-
ing it over to the Nanavati-Shah Com-
mission investigating the riots cases.
The bench upheld arguments of Shar-
ma that he was made a scapegoat and
that the state had not observed its
“Raj Dharma”.

A bench consisting of Dr K B Sure-
sh and K N Shrivastava lashed out at
the state government for issuing the
charge sheet in 2011. The CDs were
crucial evidence in the investigation
of 2002 post-Godhra riot cases as it
provided clues to whereabouts of
prominent personalities.

The bench said, “The charge sheet
is tainted by mischief, malafides, mal-
ice and colored by arbitrariness, ille-
gality and designed to defeat proxi-
mate and pertinent matters blessed
by constitutional compulsion and
designed as an engine of oppression.”

While passing the order, the
bench held that Rahul Sharma was
under immunity of the sections 6 and
7 of the Commission of Inquiry Act.
According these sections, govern-
ment officials can depose and submit
evidences before the inquiry panel
about any incident and he could not
be penalized for deposing against
government before the Commission.

Sharma through his lawyer I H
Syed said he had handed over the
original CDs to his superior officers P
P Pandey and A K Surolia, the then
joint commissioner and Deputy
Commissioner of the Detection of
Crime branch (DCB) respectively.

The bench also criticised the gov-
ernment for lack of action against
then CP K R Kaushik, DCB officials P P
Pandey, A K Surolia and S S Chudasma

in connection with procurement of
CDs for the purpose of investigation

in the riot cases. But the government
singled out Sharma and charge sheet-
ed him, the bench said.

THE RAHUL SHARMA CDS
The CD was crucial because it con-
tained mobile locations of the ac-
cused involved in the 2002 post-God-
hra riots, especially in connection
with Naroda Patiya, Naroda Gam and
Gulbarg Society massacre incidents.

Former BJP Minister Maya Kodnani,
Bajarang Dal leader Babu Bajrangi
and others were convicted by court in
Naroda Patiya case after their location
was established on the spot at Naroda
Patiya, on the fateful day. 

The CAT termed P P Pandey, who
is accused in Ishrat Jahan fake en-
counter case, as “Aswasthama” 
for only revealing half truth about the
CD.
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lenged the government action against them before the CAT and at other forums. Verma
had filed a petition before the Delhi bench of CAT when he was transferred as Chief Vigi-
lance Officer of North-Eastern Electric Power Corporation Ltd to Shillong. Later, he
joined the duty but filed an appeal before the Delhi High court which is pending. The
state government had also issued a charge sheet to Rajnish Rai but later withdrew it af-
ter Rai approached CAT and made startling allegations against the government about
fake encounter incidents. Rai was later transferred as chief vigilance officer, Uranium
Corporation of India Limited (UCIL), Jaduguda, as Inspector General of CRPF. Verma
was instrumental in unearthing truth behind fake Ishrat encounter while Rai had bust-
ed Sohrabuddin Sheikh fake encounter case. Another IPS Sanjiv Bhatt was sacked
from service for remaining on unauthorised leave. He had claimed that Modi had in-
structed police to let the Hindus vent anger against the Muslims on February 27, 2002.

VERMA, RAI WENT TO CAT WHILE BHATT WAS SACKED

CITY TO HOST BRITISH AEROBATIC 
TEAM’S AERO SHOW IN MARCH

Amdavadis can now look forward to the second edition
of the aero show last held in April 2015 at the Sabarmati
Riverfront. As per sources, the Global Stars 
Aerobatic Team will return to the city for a show that is
likely to be held from March 25 to 27. The team will first
perform in Hyderabad, from March 16 to 20, at the 5th

JInternational Exhibition and Conference on Civil Avia-
tion (India Aviation 2016), following which they will
come to the city. Incidentally, Mehsana will host an aero
show organised by the state government on February 6,
where experts will demonstrate hot air ballooning, pa-
rasailing, para jumping and other aero sports. The Aero
Club of India, meanwhile, has also hinted at an aero-
modelling competition to be held in February.

PAAS LEADER HARDIK APPLIES FOR BAIL
After the Ahmedabad
Crime Branch filed a
charge sheet against
Hardik Patel, the 
Patidar agitation lead-
er applied for a regular
bail plea at a sessions
court on Friday. Sub-
mitting the application
before the court, Har-
dik’s lawyer Rafik Lok-
handwala said the
jailed youth has termed his arrest as ‘politically 
motivated’. The application states that the FIR against
Hardik is false and politically motivated and has been
filed with the intent of suppressing the Patels’ voice 
of dissent. “The right to expression and speech is a 
fundamental right bestowed by the constitution of In-
dia,” the application states. The plea submitted that the
agitation for the reservation cannot be termed unlawful

in any manner as the aim and objective of the applicant
was the fight for reservation and not an attack against
the sovereign authority of the state of Gujarat. The
court is likely to hear the bail plea after January 26, said
sources. Meanwhile, the Gujarat High Court has issued
notices to collectors and police superintendents of sev-
en districts, pertaining to a petition filed by Patidar
leader Lalit Vasoya, convener of PAAS (Saurashtra
zone), seeking permission for a Patidar Ekta Rally. The
proposed rally will start on January 26, will pass
through seven districts of Saurashtra and is likely to
end in 21 days. The plea was filed after local district 
authorities refused to grant him permission for the rally.

NEWBORN GIRL FOUND ABANDONED 
OUTSIDE KAGDAPEETH ORPHANAGE
A newborn girl was found abandoned outside an 
orphanage in Kagdapeeth on Friday morning by the 
institution’s watchman. Authorities of the Mahipatram
Roopram Ashram informed the Kagdapeeth police 
station about the infant before taking her in custody. 
As per the ashram authorities, the child was found in 
a cradle placed outside the ashram at 6.30am on 
Thursday. She was discovered by the watchman who 
immediately alerted the ashram inmates who took in
the child and informed the police. Sources at the 
Kagdapeeth police station said they have lodged a 
complaint against the unknown person and initiated 
an investigation in the matter. “We believe the baby girl
was left outside the ashram by a woman between 5.00
am to 6.00 am,” said sources. However, there are not
CCTVs outside the orphanage.

TRADITIONAL METHOD OF FILTERING 
WATER IS NOT EFFECTIVE: REPORT
The Indian Institute of Management Ahmedabad 
(IIMA), Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT),
CEPT University and IIT-Gandhinagar’s study report on
product evaluation of household water filter in and
around Ahmedabad has revealed that the traditional
methods of water filtering are not effective. The results
have been published by MIT’s comprehensive initiative
on technology Evaluation (CITE), following a report on
the basis of a study of more than 100 water filters, by 
interviewing 400 consumers, retailers and distributers
and manufacturers, said Jennifer Green who was part
of the research. The team said researchers studied over
100 models of householder water filter from nine major
brands available in the market in Ahmedabad. “The
models fell in three categories: conventional practical
filtration, gravity non-electric filters and reverse osmo-
sis filters. The research team collected nearly 700
household water samples, 263 household surveys and
108 retailer survey,” they stated. 
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