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THE BHARATIYA Janata Party
(BJP) has wrested Silvassa from
Congress in the municipal cor-
poration polls by winning 11
seats. The Congress, which was
ruling Silvassa for 10 years, has
bagged only four seats. The elec-
tions for the 15-member Silvassa
municipal corporation in the
Union Territory were held
Sunday and the counting held
Tuesday. Out of 67,000 regis-
tered voters over 51,000 voters,
or 75 per cent, had cast their
franchise in 87 booths. The high-
est voting of 84.39 percent was
recorded in Ward no 3 while the
lowest voting of 67.45 percent
was recorded in Ward no. 6, the
election officials said. 

The counting of votes com-
menced Tuesday at 9 am and the
results were declared at 11:40
am. Forty-four candidates, in-
cluding 14 Independents, had
contested the polls. Both BJP  and
Congress had contested from all
15 seats. However, the Congress
had fielded four sitting corpora-
tors and new faces for the re-
maining 11 seats. 

After the results were an-
nounced, the BJP leaders started
victory celebrations by bursting
fire crackers and danced to the
tunes of music. The BJP winners
took out rallies in their respec-
tive wards and thanked the vot-
ers. BJP MP Natubhai Patel  felic-

itated all the winners by gar-
landing them.  Congress had
snatched the power from BJP  in
the Silvassa District Panchayat
elections held in last October
2015. Mohan Delkar ofCongress
led the poll campaigning. During
the last two elections he had
fielded his sister Chandanben
Delkar and she was also made
mayor of Silvassa. 

BJP had fielded mayoral can-
didate Rakesh Chauhan from
Ward no 10 and he turned out
victorious. 

Talking to The Indian Express
Rakesh Chauhan said, “We are
thankful to the people ofSilvassa
who had elected majority of the
BJP candidates and given us
chance to run the municipal cor-
poration.  For the last ten years,
Congress was ruling the munic-
ipal corporation, but they had
failed to provide basic facilities
like proper road, drinking water,
electricity, and drainage, etc.
Now, we will try to provide the
best facilities to the people of
Silvassa. Our Silvassa is also in-
cluded in the top 100 smart
citites list of the Central govern-
ment. We have our BJP MP Natu
Patel with us and we will work
together for the development of
Silvassa.”

Congress leader Mohan
Delkar said, “We accept the deci-
sion given by the voters of
Silvassa and we will see where
we have gone wrong and try to
rectify our mistakes so that in fu-
ture we will perform well.”

Ahmedabad: As many as 48 per-
sons, including six children, fell
ill after having food at a marriage
Monday night, according to
Medical Officer (Health) of
Ahmedabad Municipal
Corporation (AMC). 

The victims had gone for din-
ner at a house in Ronak Park so-
ciety near APMC Market in
Juhapura Monday night, said Dr
S T Malhan, medical superinten-
dent of V S General Hospital,
where the victims were rushed
from Monday midnight to
Tuesday morning. “The condi-
tion of all patient is stable and

they are to be discharged by
evening,” he said.

He said they were brought to
hospital after they complained
of stomach pain and suffered
from loose motion and vomiting
some time after the dinner at a
marriage gathering. He said the
victims had consumed sweets,
briyani and non-veg food. This is
the second case of food poison-
ing in ten days in the city. In the
first case, more than 50 people
suffered food poisoning after
having lunch in a marriage event
in Pirana village on the southern
outskirts of the city. ENS
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48 fall ill due to food poisoning 

2 held for stealing
bikes ‘for fun’ 
Vadodara: Vadodara’s Raopura
police arrested two alleged bike-
lifters from Jambusar Tuesday.
The police have recovered six
motorcycles stolen from Vado-
dara, along with five other bikes.
According to police, the accused,
Sarfraz alias Don Iqbalhasan
Wali Afeenwala and Minhaj
Ibrahim Patel of Jambusar have
confessed that they stole motor-
cycles “for fun”. Police Inspector
P G Patel of Raopura police said,
“The duo has been remanded to
police custody.” ENS

A PRAYER

Students of a school in Ahmedabad offer prayers for the recovery of Lance Naik Hanumanthappa, who was rescued from Siachin, on Tuesday. Javed Raja
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IN THE posh Satellite area of
Ahmedabad, commuters were
in for a surprise after speed
bumps suddenly turned saffron
by Tuesday morning, a colour
not standard in the traffic vocab-
ulary. When contacted
Ahmedabad Traffic police
feigned ignorance, stating that
painting or maintaining roads
came under the Road and
Building Department of
Ahmedabad Municipal
Corporation (AMC).

A top policeman, after being
informed about the incident,
said, “This is laughable as saffron
doesn’t reflect in dark. It must
have been done in ignorance.” 

Most speed-breakers on the
road leading from the backyard
of Shalby Hospital towards
Judges Bungalow Road, outside
Satellite police station, and the
road behind ISRO campus, had
saffron speed bumps over night.
A traffic policeman said, “Black-
yellow is the most scientific
combination. Yellow denotes
danger. In fact, yellow is more
visible, but saffron is against the
code of road marking.”

Sources in AMC said that as
per the advice from the city traf-
fic police authorities, the stripes
on bumps were to be painted
yellow and on zebra-crossings
they’d remain white. “These
works, on 14 roads and six zones,
were cleared in the meeting of

roads and buildings committee
on February 8,” said Roads and
Building Committee Chairman
Jatin Patel. 

The department started
work in the new west zone
Monday night, painting speed-
breakers saffron. “The roads
were painted last night and no-
body realised the colour was saf-
fron. We realised the mistake
later, but it was too late to wipe
it out,” said a senior official in the
engineering department. “We
will change it to yellow on
bumps and white on zebra-
crossings tonight,” the official
said on condition of anonymity. 

Patel claimed he was not
aware of the “colour contro-
versy” and insisted that it would
have to be yellow, in keeping
with the Indian Road Congress
norms. 

“We will follow those
norms,” he said. The committee
has cleared an estimate of Rs
2.84 crore for such works in the
six city zones, he added. He said
that there was no question of
changing the colour of stripes
and that there was no “deliber-
ate design” to this. By 10 pm on
Tuesday, the AMC had started
painting the stripes on speed-
breakers yellow.
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NOTED DUTCH sociologist Jan
Breman Tuesday highlighted the
plight of slum-dwellers dis-
placed from the Sabarmati
Riverfront in Ahmedabad and
said that integration has not
been inclusive in the state. 

Speaking at the half-day
workshop on “Globalisation and
Marginalisation” held at the
Indian Institute of Technology,
Gandhinagar, Palaj, Breman —
who is a Professor Emeritus at
the University of Amsterdam —
said that while that the character
of Ahmedabad was that of a
middle-class city, all traces ofthe
working class were hardly visi-
ble here. On marginalisation,
Breman pointed out that the
slum-dwellers who have been
relocated from the riverfront to
places like Ganeshnagar in Piplaj
village and Vatva had more op-
portunities to earn when they
were near their work places.
Now, they had to shell out Rs 50
daily to commute between the
riverbank and their new settle-
ment to eke out a living.

Narrating the present situa-
tion, Breman said that many
now resided in two-room flats

that were of very inferior qual-
ity and faced water and sanita-
tion issues. “Many houses are
rising up in Vatva to relocate the
residents moved from the river-
front area. The way these places
are designed, Vatva is a planned
slum and built to be a slum. Why
should people plan a slum?” he
averred. 

The Dutch sociologist, who
has penned The Making and
Unmaking of an Industrial
Working Class: Sliding Down the
Labour Hierarchy in Ahmedabad,
India, also criticised the NDA
government for withholding a
report on nutrition of children
conducted by UNICEF and the
Centre, owing to alleged poor
performance of Gujarat. 

“There is a report on nutri-
tion that is not allowed to go
public and the Government of

Gujarat has not implemented
the food security law; this is not
an administrative mistake but
this is a policy. The government
has the report and knows what it
is. It is a criminal offence to not
implement Food Security Act as
inclusion should be for all,”
Breman said.  

Pointing out gaps in social
sector in the state, Indira Hirway
— Director and Professor of
Economics at Centre for
Development Alternatives,
Ahmedabad — said that there
was no adequate fund allocation
in Gujarat’s budget for health
and education sector. She said
that the state is lagging behind
in developmental goals while far
too much attention is being
given to incentivising investors
to set shop in the state and bat-
ted for an inclusive growth
model. 

A panel discussion at the
event saw former JNU Professor
Ghanshyam Shah, Associate
Professor at Gujarat Institute of
Development Research (GIDR)
in Ahmedabad Tara Nair and
Indira Hirway concur that the
current global economy that was
thriving in the backdrop ofglob-
alisation was not sustainable for
the world and that alternatives
needed to be discovered.

In Ahmedabad, speed-breakers get
saffron stripes, then painted yellow

By 10 pm on Tuesday, the AMC had started painting the
stripes on speed-breakers yellow. Express

SABARMATI RIVERFRONT 

It is a criminal offence to not implement Food Security Act
as inclusion should be for all, Jan Breman at IIT-GN event

Dutch sociologist finds
flaws in Gujarat model 

Jan Breman 

Former Porbandar
municipality chief’s
brother killed in 
Rajkot car accident
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JITENDRA GAGAN Shiyal,
younger brother of former
Porbandar municipality presi-
dent Hiralal alias Iku Gagan
Shiyal, and two others, were
killed after their car caught fire
and on the National Highway 27
near Upleta town in Rajkot dis-
trict on Tuesday. Two others
were injured in the incident.
Gagan Shiyal was the brother of
Jasu Shiyal, who was killed in an
alleged police encounter in 1996.
The encounter involved IPS offi-
cer Satish Verma, who was  the
district superintendent ofpolice
at that time. Hiralal had moved
the Gujarat High Court, which
ordered a probe into the allega-
tion that he was killed in a stage-
managed encounter. 

Police said that the driver of
the XUV lost control of the vehi-
cle after a fire sparked off all of a
sudden inside it. “Due to the fire,
the driver, Jusab Babar, could not

control the car and hit the para-
pet of a minor bridge and over-
turned. 

Three persons were charred
to death. Onlookers pulled Babar
and Dipak alias Dipudo Jungi, out
of the burning car and rushed
them to hospital,” Upleta police
inspector Ranjitsinh Chavada
told The Indian Express.

The dead were identified as
Jitendra alias Jitu Shiyal, Premji
Jungi and Ketan Girnari. Police
said Jitendra’s niece was sched-
uled to get married on February
17 and, therefore, he had gone to
Rajkot with his relatives for
shopping. The incident took
place near Dumiyani toll plaza
on the NH 27 when they were on
their way back to Porbandar, po-
lice further said.

Chavada said that Babar and
Dipak were first rushed to a pri-
vate hospital in in Dhoraji for
treatment. From Dhoraji, they
were later referred to Porbandar
for further treatment. Police said
they were investigating the
cause of fire in the car.

Ahmedabad: A stationary car caught fire under Shivranjani bridge
around 6.30 pm. Fire brigade rushed from Bodakdev fire station to
control the fire No one was reported injured or dead in the incident.
The Chevrolet car belongs to Darshak Kanubhai Shah, who was not
in the vehicle at the time of the incident, fire brigade officials said.
The cause of fire was not known immediately. ENS

Car catches fire, no casualty reported


