
Ahmedabad: It is widely-held be-
lief that women conceal their age.
A study by Mica revealed
that even boys don’t
reveal their real date
of birth on Facebo-
ok. The study, con-
ducted across fo-
ur major Gujarat
cities —Ahmed-
abad, Rajkot, Su-
rat and Bhavna-
gar — found that
around 21.8% of bo-
ys and 24% of girls do
not reveal their real age
on the social networking website.

The study covered 1,392 people
— 766 boys and 626 girls — found
that both the genders have more
or less the same tendency to not re-

veal their age. The average age of
all these boys and girls was 20.

The study looks at Facebook
from various themes and perspec-
tives, including usage patterns,
uses, its gratifications, privacy,
unwillingness-to-communicate,
identity and self-presentation.

The study revealed that 36.9%
of girls and 39% of boys were not

aware of the privacy policy
of Facebook. About 54.8%

of girls and 50% of boys
took precau-
tions to avoid
unwanted 

content.
The study con-

ducted by Dr Keval
Kumar, Dr Pradeep
Krishnatray, Rahul
Gadekar, Dr Santosh
Patra, Dr Saumya

Pant and Dr Shubhra Gaur
said that the family income of 59%
of respondents was up to Rs 40,000
whereas 31% of respondents came
from families whose income was
between Rs 41,000 and Rs 90,000.

The educational qualifica-
tions of the respondents was vari-
ed as 29% were postgraduates and
71% were undergraduates. Some
59% of respondents were study-
ing in government-run colleges or
universities and 41% were stu-
dents at private colleges and uni-
versities.

Boys too hide their age on FB 
22% Boys, 24%
Girls Don’t Post

Correct Age: Study
Ashish.Chauhan@timesgroup.com
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GRIDLOCK AT LAW GARDEN
Yogesh Chawda

With no traffic cop on duty at Law Garden on Monday evening, it was a harrowing time for commuters

Ahmedabad: Reliance Indu-
stries Ltd (RIL) has filed a peti-
tion in Gujarat high court qu-
estioning provisions of the
2013 land acquisition laws by
which the acquisition is ren-
dered void if the state govern-
ment fails to pay compensa-
tion and take possession of the
acquired land within five ye-
ars.

RIL’s questioning the pro-
visions of section 24(2) of the
Land Acquisition, Rehabilita-
tion and Resettlement Act,
2013 came last month after 12
farmers from five villages in
Jamnagar approached the
Gujarat high court in 2014, se-
eking that the court declare
the acquisition of their land
as lapsed. Some 11,235 acres, of
five villages in Jamnagar —
Navagam, Kanalus, Kanach-
hikari, Padana and Derachhi-
kari — was acquired in 2008 by
the state government for RIL.

The farmers’ counsel
Anand Yagnik said that the
provisions of the new land ac-
quisition law as well as the
1984 law clearly say that since
the state government neither
took possession of the land
nor paid the award that was
decided in 2008 for more than
five years it should be decla-
red as lapsed. This litigation
was pending for more than a
year. In June last year, a bench

headed by former Acting Chi-
ef Justice V M Sahai recused
itself from the case, saying
that something had taken pla-
ce in this case that had shaken
the judges’ confidence.

Before the matter came up
for final hearing, RIL came up
with a separate petition chal-
lenging the provisions of the
land acquisition law by which
the right of the acquired land
vested with the company is ta-
ken away maintaining that
the law cannot be made appli-
cable with retrospective ef-
fect. The company also clai-
med that the legislation has
an element of arbitrariness
and that it is in violation of
Article 14 of the Constitution.
Hence, the provisions of the
2013 law should be scrapped.

Against the company’s
challenge to vires of the law,
the farmers came up with one
more application and urged
the court on Monday to hear
them before deciding on the
company’s petition. They con-
tended that non-utilization of
land goes against the compa-
ny and the state government
so far as the land acquisition
process is concerned.

After allowing the farmers
to join the litigation, a bench
of Acting Chief Justice Jay-
ant Patel and V M Pancholi
has scheduled a further hea-
ring on this subject for Janua-
ry 11.

RIL files plea in
HC against land
acquisition law 

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Ahmedabad: The city survey
department, a body that keeps
track of status of ownership of
properties in the city,
faced embarrassment
when the state infor-
mation commission
imposed a fine on city
survey superinten-
dent K V Bhamat after
he failed to provide in-
formation to an RTI
applicant regarding
status of property
cards issued in the
Walled City area. 

Information commissio-
ner V S Gadhvi imposed a fine
of Rs 5,000 on Bhamat.

The application was made

in December 2013 by Kalupur
resident Pankaj Bhatt seeking
details on the status of govern-
ment land in Kalupur 1,2 and 3
areas under the prevalent re-

venue records.
The application

had sought copies of
the property cards
in which the govern-
ment was the owner
and had sought the
current status. Besi-
des this, Bhatt asked
the survey office re-
garding the number
of properties that
were marked as resi-

dential and commercial and
whether there were restric-
tions on residential area 
limits. 

RTI query: Survey
superintendent fined 

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Ahmedabad:Gujarat high co-
urt on Monday issued notice to
the Ministry of External Affa-
irs, the state government and
the Panchmahal district SP in
response to a petition by a Pa-
kistani woman, Maria Mo-
hammed Qasim, who is marri-
ed to Godhra carnage convict
Irfan Pada.

Maria has been seeking di-
rections to the Centre to consi-
der her application for a Long
Term Visa (LTV) so she can li-
ve with her husband and their
newborn daughter Savera in
Godhra. She also questioned

the inaction by local police aut-
horities in not forwarding her
application for the LTV to the
Centre.

Police have given Maria a
deadline of January 8 to leave
for Pakistan. Justice R M
Chhaya has sought a reply
from the concerned authoriti-
es by January 7. The HC has al-
so ordered the serving of a co-
py of the petition to the solici-
tor general. The court ordered
for direct service of notice, but
Pada did not feel comfortable
with the condition. He said,
“The time is very little to comp-
lete the process because it is
impossible for me to deliver
the notice to authorities before
January 6. The hearing would
be the very next day.” TNN

HC notice to Centre
on Pak woman’s plea
She Is Godhra
Convict’s Wife

Ahmedabad: Following terror at-
tack by Pakistan-based militant out-
fits at Pathankot airbase in Punjab,
about 30 km from the international
border with Pakistan, security in
highly sensitive areas of Patan, Ba-
naskantha and Kutch that share bor-
ders with the neighbouring country
has been stepped up to prevent any
infiltration attempt.

Local police and Border Security
Force (BSF) have started a special
drill “Area Operations” in the bor-
der areas, including the tricky mars-
hy land of Sir Creek — Kori creek
areas of Kutch.

“In such operations, we take help
from private and police “Pagis” who
are trained to find footmarks in the
mud or sand of the desert. If those
footmarks are coming from the Pa-
kistani side of the border, we trace
them and find if those footmarks le-
ad towards a local village. We then
question the local villagers about
the suspects. We also deploy camel
patrolling in the search drill,” said a
senior police official.

Meanwhile, the BSF, Coast Gu-
ards and the Navy have intensified
patrolling in the seas. “More than
4,000 members of the fishermen
watch groups, who venture in the de-
ep seas for fishing, have been sensiti-
zed to keep track of vague boats in
the sea,” the official added.

IGP (Marine Police), B S Zebali-
ya, said all 22 marine police stations
on the 1,600 km long coastline have
been put on high alert. 

“We have also alerted local infor-
mers to keep tabs on any suspicious
movement in the coastal areas,” Ze-

baliya added.
A Porbandar-based fishing boat

was hijacked by Pakistani terrorists
off the Gujarat coast who later at-
tacked Mumbai. There are about 60
isolated islands on the coastline of
Gujarat. “Earlier, smugglers used
the islands to park goods before they
are shipped into the state. Now, a te-
am of senior police officials are pre-
paring a scheme to man these is-
lands to wipe out any possibility of
infiltration,” added a senior police
official.

Local Police, BSF
Start Special Drill 

Border areas on alert after Pathankot attack 

Sarfaraz.Shaikh@timesgroup.com

Ahmedabad: Following his being beaten up with
lathis on December 30, Vivek Patil, an insurance
agent and son of a policeman died during treat-
ment in hospital. Nikol Police registered a case of
murder against three accused, including Kheta
Bharwad of Nikol.

According to police sources, Vivek’s father Jee-
tendra Patil is a head constable with Shahibaug
police station. “On December 30, Vivek and his fri-
end Dharmendra Tavar were intercepted while
travelling on a motorcycle, by Kheta Bharwad,
who lives near Raspan Party Plot in Nikol,” said a
Shahibaug police official. According to the comp-
laint, Kheta and two other unknown persons star-
ted assaulting, them with sticks while asking
whether Vivek was the “Dada” of the area. “As lo-
cals started gathering, all three accused fled lea-
ving Vivek and Dharmendra grievously injured,”
said a police source. TNN

Murder case filed as
policeman’s son dies Ahmedabad: A youth from Naroda filed a cri-

minal complaint with the metropolitan court on
Monday, against his wife and in-laws for their al-
leged abortion of a five-month foetus without
his consent, which is against the law.

After accepting the complaint, the magiste-
rial court scheduled a further hearing for Janu-
ary 8, when the statement of the complainant,
Ronak Patel, statement could be recorded with
regard to the grievance he expressed against his
wife and in-laws, as well as the police for disre-
garding his complaint.

Patel mentions in his complaint that he had

eloped with his neighbour in 2014 when the girl
was a minor. A criminal complaint against him
led to his incarceration for over three months.
When he was released from jail, he married the
same girl in April 2015 and they had their marri-
age registered.

Patel further alleged that after his wife beca-
me pregnant, she went to her parental home and
never returned. He claimed that his wife and in-
laws decided to abort the foetus and got it done in
violation of the Medical Termination of Preg-
nancy Act. He urged the court to direct police to
register an FIR against his wife and in-laws. TNN

Man seeks action against wife, in-laws 

Gandhinagar: In light of the recent
terror attacks in Pathankot, and pri-
or to the upcoming budget session of
the Parliament, government of Guj-
arat has written to the Union home
ministry for approval and fund allo-
cation of long-pending coastal and
border security issues. Gujarat has a
1,600-km long coastal border and
shares a 512-km long land border
with Pakistan. 

Rajanikant Patel, minister of
state (MOS), home, said, “We have is-
sued alert in the state after the Path-
ankot incident. Considering the in-
creasing possibilities of terror
threat in the state we have reviewed
the state’s key coastal and border se-
curity issues. We are taking up the is-
sues strongly with government of
India. Earlier, too, we had raised the
issues, but this time it’s on the basis
of urgency. We are hopeful of resolv-
ing most issues soon.’’

The Gujarat government had
raised these issues during the recent
All India DGP conference at Kutch
chaired by Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi. 

A top officer in the state home de-
partment said,“We have sent a re-
minder to the Union ministry of
home affairs seeking approval of the
state’s coastal and land security
plans, and allocation of necessary
funds in the next Union government
budget.”

Centre’s nod sought for security plans
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

FRONTIER THREATSCoastal and border security 
issues pending with Centre

Security of major / 
non-major ports
There are 43 major and non-
major ports on the Gujarat 
coast. All are manned by 
untrained and mostly 
unarmed private security. 
The state has asked for a 
properly trained and 
dedicated security force.

Creation of marine 
immigration 
check posts
Seamen who leave 
for foreign shores 
without completing 
proper immigration 
formalities and 
without presenting 
themselves before an immigration 
officer, flout the law of the land. At 
present, there are no immigration 
facilities at Mundra, Salaya, Okha, 
Veraval, Jafrabad and Pipavav ports to 
solve the issue.

Kidnapping of fishermen, boats seized
Pakistan’s marine security agency regularly 

kidnaps Gujarati fishermen and takes away 
their boats. The Gujarat government has 
recommended strong action to prevent 
this practice. 

Completion of 
border fencing
Border fencing in the Rann 
of Kutch remains 
incomplete. Even parts 
erected earlier have 
collapsed. Only 340 km of 
the 512-km long border has 
been sanctioned for fencing, 
and of that, work has been 
completed on 231.2 km only. 
The unfenced area is 
extremely sensitive and 
requires fencing urgently.

 More funds for 
construction of jetties 
Gujarat government has proposed 
increasing the funds for 
construction of jetties 
from Rs50 lakh to 
Rs5 crore per 
jetty.

Border road area development 
programme (BADP)
Gujarat has submitted a proposal to 
improve 965 km of roads on the border to 
Centre. The proposal envisages 
improvement of border roads in 
Bansakantha-Patan and Kutch. It still 
awaits approval.

Secretary of the Gujarat Chapter of
National Fish Workers Forum,

Manish Lodhari, had written to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on December
31to help get back about 835 fishing
boats and about 400 Gujarat fishermen
from Pakistan. “These fishermen were
kidnapped by Pakistan Marine Security
Agency in the past few years. Most of
the boats are still in working condition
and could be used,” said Lodhari.

835 Gujarat fishing
boats with PMSA

Police sources said in the past one
year, 11Pakistani nationals have

been detained for crossing over the
border. All of them are lodged at joint
interrogation centre (JIC) in Kutch. The
total detainees at JIC is about 42. “Two
Pakistanis, including one Hindu, were
detained from Patan, two mentally
challenged Pakistanis from Khavda in
Kutch and a family of seven Pakistani,
including five children and their parents
from Khadir near Rapar,” said a Gujarat
police official.

11 Pakistanis detained
in one year

From January 5, a contingent from
Duke University will visit IIT Gand-
hinagar (IIT-Gn) for a week of part-
nership and capacity building events.
The partnership is a result of a joint
declaration of intent, signed by the US
and Indian governments in January
2015, to deepen collaboration in higher
education. With funding support from
the US Agency for International Deve-
lopment (USAID), Duke University was
selected by IIT-Gn to receive initial
support under the agreement. 

Jammu students on Bharat tour
meet CM: A contingent of 40 students
(20 girls and 20 boys) from remote
areas of the Jammu region, have come
to Gujarat Frontier as a part of Bharat
Darshan Tour organized by the Border
Security Force. The contingent rea-
ched Ahmedabad last week and
headed to Pransla village in Rajkot to
participate in the ‘18th Rashtra Katha
Shibir’ from Dec 27, 2015 to Jan 3, 2016.
Finally, the contingent reached BSF
headquarters in Gandhinagar on
Sunday. On Monday, the students
visited Adalaj ki Vav, Mahtma Mandir,
Gandhi Ashram, Sabarmati riverfront
and flower show in Ahmedabad.

CITY DIGEST

IIT-Gn, Duke University
join hands

Ahmedabad: Gujarat high co-
urt on Monday summoned the
investigating officer from Ve-
jalpur police station in Panch-
mahals, who is probing a case
of the suicide of a youth over
alleged incestuous relations-
hips of his wife.

The man had killed himself
in April 2014. His family mem-
bers recovered let-
ters by him mentio-
ning that he was fed
up with his wife’s
incestuous rela-
tionships with her
father and brother.
On basis of the ma-
terial recovered,
suggesting that the
wife’s relationship was the rea-
son for his extreme step, the
man’s father lodged an FIR in
2015, accusing his daughter-in-
law, her father, brother and a
cousin of abetment to suicide.
The cops booked them under
section 306 of the IPC.

The complainant alleged
that his son was disturbed with
his wife’s relationships and
there were frequent quarrels
between them over this. The in-
vestigation conducted by cops
in this case revealed that the fa-
mily members had evidence in
tge form of letters left behind
by the deceased which mention
detail about his wife.

Against the FIR, the wo-
man’s father, brot-
her and the cousin
moved the high co-
urt denying all alle-
gations of incestuo-
us relationships
with her. The HC sta-
yed police from ta-
king any action aga-
inst the accused.

During the hearing on
Monday, the counsel for the ac-
cused emphasized on docu-
ments recovered by the cops af-
ter the suicide and highlighted
that there was no mention of
any such reason for the 
suicide. 

HC summons IO
in suicide case
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Ahmedabad: A team of
state CID (crime) officials
raided Jay Khodiyar Mitra
Mandal office at Ratnam
Complex on CG Road on
Monday. It was the second
raid of the agency investi-
gating multi-crore Ponzi
scam, in two days. On Sun-
day, the team had raided an
office in Vadaj and had sei-
zed two CPUs. 

On Monday, they seized
a computer, a laptop and a
few other documents from
the premises.

“The statewide network
promised its registered
members an assured re-
turns on a monthly sum,”
said a CID official. TNN

CID raids
continue on
Ponzi firm 

OTHER FINDINGS
➤ Only 10% use their mother 
tongue on FB
➤ Girls use Facebook for 2.13 
hours a day, while boys use it for 
2.53 hours a day
➤ Boys make more friends 
(average of 313 friends) than girls 
(average 249 friends)
➤ 34% of these Facebook users 
says they give importance to the 
gender of a person while 
accepting a friend request
➤ 63.7% of girls and 72.3% of boys 
said their pictures on Facebook 
represent characteristics of their 
personality

In 2015, city saw 65% rise in 
fever-related emergencies

Parth.Shastri@timesgroup.com

Last year, the city alone reported record 2,200 
cases of  swine flu, 1,700 cases of  dengue and 
over 8,200 cases of  malaria. The disease out-

breaks took the number of  emergencies related to 
fevers in city and periphery to 7,945. EMRI 108 ser-
vices recorded 65.38% rise in this category in 2015 
as compared to 2014 - the highest for any emergen-
cies. Ahmedabad city and district recorded 20.85% 
rise in emergencies where primary causes were 
abdominal pain, respiratory problems, road acci-
dents and other trauma. The percentage rise was 
higher than overall emergencies in Gujarat that 
recorded 13.04% rise.

Critical care specialist Dr Pratibha Dileep said 
that year 2015 saw a significantly high number of  
dengue fever emergencies as city reported a viral 
outbreak. There were also unidentified viral fevers 
which were not H1N1, dengue, leptospirosis, etc. but 
gave high morbidity.

“We saw many cases of  unidentified viral fevers 
which could not be diagnosed but gave critical sick-
ness including atypical pneumonia and acute res-
piratory distress. There were also cases wherein 
person was extremely unwell with viral hepatitis 
but did not test positive for Hepatitis A, B, C or E,” 
said Dr Dileep.

EMRI officials said that the outbreaks were the 
primary reason for the rise. “A number of  citizens 
were not in favour of  taking risks while they saw 
symptoms for the diseases,” said an official.

Jashvant Prajapati, chief  operating officer of  
GVK EMRI in Gujarat, said: “Pregnancy-related 
emergencies top the chart as it is on 108’s agenda to 
promote institutional delivery in places not well-
connected to medical facilities. The other major 
cause for emergencies are road accidents. On an 
average we have to cater to 15 road accidents every 
hour,” he said. 

EMRI officials said that in 2015 108 services set 
a new record of  attending 3,814 emergencies in a 
single day on November 12. The number of  diabetics 
attended by paramedics across Gujarat also jumped 
from 5,452 emergencies in 2014, to 7,029 in 2015. In 
Ahmedabad, the figures were 1,397 in 2014 and 1,824 
in 2015.

CASES UNDER SCANNER
Emergency cases attended by 108 in Gujarat
Type of Number Change 
Emergency of cases compared to

(2015) 2014 (in%)

➤ Pregnancy-related 3,57,201 11.82

➤ Road accidents 1,29,935 11.50

➤ Abdominal pain 1,10,631 33.98

➤ Trauma 57,533 30.90

➤ Respiratory 47,120 15.24

➤ Cardiovascular 46,157 16.68

➤ Fever (infection) 42,861 37.64

➤ Unconscious 34,799 5.40

➤ Assault 29,091 20.96

➤ Epilepsy 24,913 21.89

➤ Total 9,82,710 13.04

Emergency cases attended by 108 in A’bad
Type of Number Change 
Emergency of cases compared to

(2015) 2014 (in%)

➤ Abdominal pain 22,289 47.47

➤ Road accidents 21,333 11.16

➤ Pregnancy-related 19,989 34.45 

➤ Respiratory 12,541 20.89

➤ Trauma 12,278 41

➤ Cardiovascular 10,844 20.77

➤ Unconscious 8,451 7.03 

➤ Fever (infection) 7,945 65.38 

➤ Epilepsy 5,577 26.15

➤ Assault 5,321 26.54

➤ Total 1,45,819 20.85%
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