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Cousin rapes six-year-old
16-Year-Old
Named As
Accused
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Ahmedabad: A six-year-old
girl was allegedly raped by
her 16-year-old cousin at her
Shahpur residence on June 2.
A complaint for the incident
has been registered with police on Monday. The girl was
sent for a medical check-up
and a team of Shahpur police
was formed to go to Rajasthan
in search of the accused in the
case.According to Shahpur
police, the mother of Sameena (name changed), 6, a resident of
Nagorivaad
in
Shahpur, has registered a complaint for the rape of
her daughter. She
accused Sameena’s cousin and stepmother
in the case. Shahpur police
have lodged an FIR against
the two under IPC Sections
376, 114 and POCSO Sections 3
and 4.
“Sameena was alone at home on June 2 as her mother
had gone out for a night on a

social visit. Her father is accused in a case registered at
Karanj and has been missing
from his home for the last four
or five months. He has two wives, living on the ground and
first floor of his residence respectively. His mother also lives with the two. Earlier this
month, Shahid (name changed), 16, a resident of Rajasthan and the son of Sameena’s
father’s sister, had come to live with the family for his vacation,” said a Shahpur police
official.
Sameena
was
called
downstairs by her stepmother for dinner at 10.30 pm on
June 2 when Shahid was present. After she had dinner, she
was allegedly shown a pornographic film by the duo, after which the
stepmother
switched off
the light. Shahid then allegedly forced
himself
on
Sameena. She
struggled but was overpowered. When she started crying,
she was let go. B J Gadhvi, inspector of Shahpur police station, said Sameena told her
mother about the incident
when she returned on the second day. By that time, both
the accused had fled.

Ahmedabad: A 20-year-old
woman has complained of
being raped by three youths
at a flat on Monday evening.
She approached Vatva
GIDC police on Monday
night. Police sent her for
medical examination on
Monday night itself, and on
Tuesday afternoon, arrested the three accused from
different parts of the city.
Z A Shaikh,
inspector of Vatva GIDC police station,
said they have arrested
all three accused on Tuesday, and have sent them
for medical
investigation.
According to Vatva
GIDC police, Manisha (name changed), 20, a resident
of Vinzol, was acquainted
with one Surendrasinh
Parmar, as they both lived

Ahmedabad: On June 20, Gujarat high court is likely to
start the final hearing on the
appeals filed by 31 convicts
and the Supreme Court-appointed special investigation team’s (SIT) questioning of the
acquittal of 42 other accused
in connection with the 2002
Sardarpura massacre case.

SARDARPURA
MASSACRE
A bench of Justice Harsha
Devani and Justice Biren Vaishnav asked the advocates
representing various parties
to supply certain documents
to the other side so the hearing could commence on June
20, said a lawyer involved in
the proceedings.
On March 1, 2002, 33 Muslims, mostly women and
children, all confined in one
room, were charred to death

in the small village of Sardarpura in Mehsana district in
the course of the post-Godhra
violence. A special SIT court
tried 73 persons for this offence. On November 9, 2011, special judge S C Srivastava delivered her verdict, finding 31 guilty of murder and rioting
and awarded life imprisonment to them, and exonerated
11others for want of evidence.
The court also let 31 other accused go by giving them the
benefit of doubt. The convicts
challenged their conviction,
while the SIT came to the HC
against the acquittal of the
other accused. All the convicts are behind bars as the
HC had refused to grant them
bail.
In another post-Godhra
riots case probed by the SIT,
the Gulbarg Society case, a
special court last week convicted 24 persons and acquitted 36 others. Sixty-nine persons had lost their lives in this
incident.
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Ahmedabad: Two more writers distanced themselves on
Tuesday from Gujarati Sahitya Parishad and their act is believed to be an outcome of the
long-standing dispute between
the Parishad and the Gujarat
Sahitya Academy. Ratilal Borisagar ended his 31-year-long relationship with the Parishad.
Its secretary, Kirtida Shah, also tendered resignation. Both
of them confirmed that they
have left the Parishad, but refused to divulge the reason behind their decisions. Both writers said it was an “internal
matter” and that they cannot
discuss family issues in the
open.
Parishad’s secretary, Rajendra Patel, also did not comment on the issue. Sources said
that Borisagar’s decision to
quit the Parishad came after
seniors from the Parishad restrained him from introducing
fellow senior writer, Vinod
Bhatt, during his felicitation.
Bhatt also quit the Parishad
earlier, citing its rigid stand in
boycotting all persons associated with the Academy.

in the same neighbourhood.
Through Parmar, she also got to know Chintu
Chaudhari and Pritesh
Thakkar, both residents of
the same area. Manisha has
left studies after class XII,
and is unmarried.
“According to Manisha’s complaint, the
trio took her to
a flat in Shalin Heights
on SP Ring
Road
at
around 5
pm
on
pretext of
hanging out
together.
She mentioned that
the trio was drunk,
and some time after reaching there, they forced
themselves upon her, one
after another. She fled from
the spot and went to her family, after which they came
to the police station for
complaint,” said a Vatva
GIDC police official.
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Groundnut oil reaches
highest prices in two years
TOI

Kalpesh.Damor
@timesgroup.com

Ahmedabad: Shortage in
groundnut available for crushing, coupled with an increase in demand has pushed up
the prices of groundnut oil to
a two-year high level. The retail prices (including taxes) of
groundnut oil have jumped to
Rs2,070 - Rs 2,100 per 15-kg tin
in various local markets.
Edible oil industry players
say that groundnut oil prices
have surged by Rs 200 per 15kg tin in less than a month’s time. The sudden spurt in prices has prompted the state government to step in to arrest
the price rise.
The state government reviewed groundnut oil prices
in a meeting chaired by food
and civil supply minister
Bhupendrasinh Chudasama
on Monday. It has assured of
taking steps to control the prices of groundnut oil.
Agriculturists say cotton
farmers and other cultivators
are purchasing groundnut in
lots to use as seeds for farming. This has caused the
sudden shortage.
“The prices have reached
a two-year high mark on account of higher demand, especi-

Experts to bid
for Dholera
airport DPR
Kalpesh.Damor
@timesgroup.com

SUCI members protest against the price hike of milk, petrol and increase of service tax at Lal Darwaja

HC pulls up ACB for filing
false case for ‘personal gain’
Wireless
Operator
Exonerated
After 25 Years
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Ahmedabad: Gujarat high
court has lambasted the anti-corruption bureau (ACB)
for raiding and filing a false
case against a government
employee merely because
the agency and its raiding
party are being rewarded
for filing more cases.
With this criticism of
ACB, Justice S G Shah on
Monday acquitted a wireless operator in police department posted in Vadoda-

Centre unable
to curb price
rise: Vaghela
Gandhinagar: Shankarsinh
Vaghela, Leader of Opposition
(LOP) in the state Assembly and
senior Congress leader took a
dig at the Centre and accused it
of inability to
curb price rise.
“When the
country’s economy is struggling and people
are facing severe rise in prices ranging from
primary food items to petrol and
diesel, our Prime Minister Narendra Modi is in Switzerland.
There is no one in the present
Union cabinet who can address
the price hike or key issues of
economy,” said Vaghela.
Vaghela said, “When he was
the chief minister of Gujarat
Modi had made several remarks
on hike in petrol prices and had
even linked it to the failure of
Congress-led UPA. Now, I ask
why despite crude oil prices having dropped to record low, the
NDA government is increasing
prices of petrol and diesel. Gujarat government can reduce Value Added Tax on petrol and diesel to control prices for people’s
benefit. But it is not taking such
steps.” Reacting to Vaghela’s allegations state BJP president
and senior minister, Vijay Rupani, said, “Congress has no concrete issue to complain about,
and so it is making frivolous allegations.” TNN

ra in the graft case for want
of evidence. Naginbhai
Chamar got exonerated nearly 25 years after he was
implicated in the case and
for this he had to put up a 22year-long legal battle.
A trial court in Vadodara convicted Chamar with
one-year jail term and imposed a fine of Rs2,000 for allegedly accepting bribe of
Rs250 from a vendor. ACB’s
raiding party with police inspector L M Vaghela as its
head nabbed him “red handed” while taking the money.

After conviction, the
operator moved the HC in
2002. After hearing the case,
Justice Shah observed, “If
we peruse the entire evidence of all the witnesses together, it certainly gives an impression that for filing such
cases, the raiding party are
being rewarded and therefore, when witness admits
such fact that he has been
rewarded for such case though he does not recollect the
exact amount, there is reason to believe that the raiding party had arranged
such raid for their personal
gain.”
The HC concluded that
the evidence was contradictory and panch witnesses
were also regular witnesses, who contradicted evidence in order to blindly
support prosecution’s case.

Ahmedabad: The dream of an
international airport at Dholera
is on a fast track to reality. The
project received environment
clearance in December 2015.
Now, the Delhi-Mumbai Industrial Corridor Development Corporation (DMICDC) has invited
proposals from experts to select
transaction advisors who will
help to develop the greenfield
airport. “The transaction advisors will mainly prepare a detailed project report (DPR) for the
airport,” said a source close to
the development.
Interested players have been
asked to submit their bids before
July 1, 2016. A pre-bidding meeting has already taken place
where suggestions were taken
from interested parties.
“The DPR will cover various
aspects such as viability and funding, revenue sharing as well as
project structuring,” added the
source from DMICDC.
Based on the project report
prepared by the transaction advisors, private sector players would be invited to develop the project. “Necessary government
clearances for the airport at Dholera have been received. Now, the
process to bring in private players has been initiated and invitation of proposals for transaction
advisors is a step in that direction,” the source added.
Last year, the proposed international airport had received a
go-ahead from the ministry of
environment and forests (MoEF) and Union civil aviation ministry. The airport will act as a
major transport link for the industries coming up in the 920 sq
km Dholera special investment
region (SIR), which is being developed as part of Delhi-Mumbai Industrial Corridor (DMIC).
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CM to open
Kanya Kelavani
Gujarat chief minister Anandiben Patel will personally lead
and guide the 14th Kanya
Kelavani and Shala Praveshotsav drives for three days, from
June 8 to June 10, in the rural
areas of the state. Patel will
open the Shala Praveshotsav
by enrolling 71 children, including 31 girls at Bhat Primary School in Daskroi taluka of

The youth’s family and friends created ruckus

sharp weapons on Monday
night. Solanki was taken to
a hospital where he died.
Police said that there were
multiple issues due to
which the incident had taken place. “Solanki’s wife
was from a different community which was a bone
of contention. Moreover,

Ahmedabad district on the
morning of June 8. She will
also enroll 20 children at
anganwadis and felicitate 56
students who got admission to
class IX at S M Patel High
School in Bhat village. Alongside her cabinet ministers, IAS,
IPS, IFS officers and other
senior officials and class I
officers, more than 359 officers of the state government
will help to conduct the statewide programme.
All ministers and officials will
test students to determine the
class they are suitable for
admission to.

ally from farmers, who are
buying groundnut for sowing
in ensuing Kharif season,”
said Suresh Kaneria, managing director, Kaneria Oil Industries.
Apart from Gujarat, farmers from Rajasthan and
Madhya Pradesh are also procuring groundnut for sowing.
“Many cotton farmers are
shifting to groundnut this year and they are making a beeline to buy groundnut for sowing,” added Kaneria.
BV Mehta, executive director, the Solvent Extractors
Association of India (SEA),
agrees. “The groundnut crop
in 2015-16 was poor. Apart
from export demand and increase in direct consumption
of groundnut, there is a spurt

in purchases of groundnut by
farmers to use it as seeds. As a
result, millers are not getting
enough supply. This has pushed up the prices of groundnut oil.” Scared by the attacks
of pink bollworm and sukaro
(para wilt) last year, cotton
farmers are turning to groundnut farming.
“Cotton farmers are likely to shift to groundnut this
Kharif season as they had to
incur losses on account of
pink bollworm attack. This
could result in an increase of
1-1.5 lakh hectare area under
groundnut sowing in Gujarat,” added KL Dobariya, research scientist (groundnut)
at Main Oilseeds Research
Station, Junagadh Agricultural University.

Couple killed in
house collapse
TOI
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Slain youth’s kin gherao cops
Ahmedabad: Family, friends and relatives of a youth who was stabbed to death by a group late on Monday created ruckus at Sardarnagar police station on
Tuesday morning. The
group of around 100 refused to perform the last rites
of the youth till the accused are caught. After intervention of the senior officials, the matter was resolved and as the last rites were performed on Tuesday
afternoon.
According to Sardarnagar police, Pratap Solanki,
a resident of Motiwada in
Kubernagar, was attacked
by a group of his own community members with

Shortage spurred by cotton farmers shifting to groundnut farming

the group suspected that
Solanki had helped police
identify a few of the persons involved in an arson
case. He also had a feud going on with a few persons.
It all accumulated when he
came in confrontation
with the group,” said a police investigator.

Students to learn basic
engineering courses
Students and faculty members
from across the country
arrived at the Indian Institute
of Technology, Gandhinagar
(IIT-Gn) for basic engineering
courses. The four-week summer school at the institute
began on Monday, with almost
50% of participants coming
from outside Gujarat. The
summer school, which is
offered under TEQIP-II initiative (MHRD, Govt. of Gujarat)
aims to provide participants
with better understanding and
effective teaching methodolo-

Ahmedabad: An elderly couple, tenants, died after their home collapsed on Tuesday evening. The duo was taken out of the debris, but
while the husband died en
route, his wife died on reaching the hospital. Shahpur
police have started an investigation to ascertain whether negligence led to the incident.
Ahmedabad Fire and
Emergency
Services
(AFES) said they got a call
from Nagoriwad on RC
Technical Institute Road in
Shahpur area at 7 pm, when
the middle portion of a twostorey building collapsed. A
team rushed to the spot to remove the debris and found
the couple — Dayaram Suryavanshi, 65, and his wife
Shantaben, 60 — under the
debris, unconscious. They
had sustained severe head
and body injuries. Both died
soon after the rescue, officials added. Rajesh Bhatt, additional chief fire officer of
AFES, said this is the fifth
incident they have attended

The elderly couple had sustained severe head injuries

in ten days from the walled
city area, for structural collapse. In three of calls, these
collapses have been fatal.
“There may be issues ranging from maintenance to tenant-owner relationship but
even as work is on to identify
dangerous structures, citizens should understand that
such negligence can cost lives,” he said.

State yet to install
speed governors
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Ahmedabad: With speeding above permissible limits marked as the prime
cause behind road accidents, the Supreme Court
of India ordered ‘speed governors’ fitted in all commercial and heavy vehicles before June 30. The
Gujarat government also
gave an undertaking in court about implementing
the order faithfully. Though the government has
moved the proposal to make speed governors compulsory, it has not approved its own proposal yet,
though the deadline set by
the court is just a couple of
weeks away.
Kamaljit Soi, member
of the National Road Safety Council, Union ministry
of road transport and
highways, who was in the
city on Tuesday, said, “I
had a meeting with the state transport minister Vijay
Rupani, and it was revealed during the meeting that
the decision to make speed
governors
compulsory
was still pending approval.”
Except the governments
of
Karnataka,
gy for the first three years of
engineering education. The
summer school has 190 participants, including faculty and
students from institutes
across the country.

IIT-Gn director addresses
JEE (Advanced) aspirants
The director of Indian Institute
of Technology, Gandhinagar
(IIT-Gn), Prof Sudhir K Jain,
addressed a group of students
who were seeking guidance on
how to choose engineering
branches at various institutes.
Jain was speaking on Sunday
at IIT-Gn’s open house.

Jharkhand, Haryana and
Odisha, no other state, including Gujarat, have invited applications from eligible speed governor manufacturers.
Soi said that recent survey of road accidents established that 45% accidents happened due to speeding above limits by commercial vehicles. Speeding
cars resulted in just 12% of
road accidents. He further
said that rate of fatalities
in commercial vehicle accidents was much higher
than that in accidents
among other vehicles.
He further said that in
Gujarat drivers care little
about traffic rules. Even at
the red lights on crossings,
people keep moving. Wearing a seat belt or a helmet
is the exception rather
than the rule, when it comes to people driving vehicles in Gujarat, said Soi.
According to National
Crime Records Bureau reports, 22,152 road accidents took place in Gujarat
with 21,245 injuries and
7,857 deaths in the year
2014. In 2015, the number of
accidents increased to
23,383 while the number of
deaths increased to 8,300.

Teacher, 16-yr-old student
missing
Ahmedabad: A 40-year-old
woman, working as a private
tuition teacher, is suspected to
have fled along with a
16-year-old boy, living in her
apartment in Vastral, since June
1. A team of Ramol police has
been sent to south Gujarat on
the basis of investigation so far.
According to Ramol police, Jay,
16, and Smita, 40 (names
changed), were in contact as
Smita, mother of two, used to
conduct tuition for the student
at her home. TNN

