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Gandhinagar: The state
government has prepared a
policy draft for regulation
of pre-primary schools
—nursery, junior and se-
nior kindergarten — and
proposed to bring the comp-
letely unregulated educa-
tion sector under the Right
to Education (RTE) Act.

The state-level policy is
likely to be announced
shortly and the govern-
ment may come out with le-
gislative changes if requi-
red. 

The government has al-
so urged the Centre to bring
the pre-primary schools
under the strict regula-
tions under the proposed
National Education Policy. 

“Currently, the govern-
ment does not have any re-
gistration process for the
private pre-primary scho-
ols. There is no uniform
curriculum, no guidelines
for basic facilities like pla-
yground, learning equip-
ment for children, mini-
mum infrastructure requi-
red, qualification of the te-
achers etc., so the new
policy and regulations are
required for this sector,”
said a senior government
official.

“The parents are beco-
ming increasingly aware

and admit their kids to
school from early age. The
rise in the private schools
can be partially attributed
to the fact that the private
elementary schools are ge-
nerally coupled with KG.
Extending RTE to pre-scho-
ol will increase the lear-

ning outcome of the child-
ren at the elementary level
and reduce the gap between
the quality of output betwe-
en private and government
schools. 

Sources further said
that a committee under the
chairmanship of Sudhir

Mankad, former chief se-
cretary, has also recom-
mended several regula-
tions and guidelines for
pre-school education in Gu-
jarat, which the state go-
vernment has decided to
adopt in principle.

The Section 11 of the
RTE Act also empowers the
state government to form
regulations to prepare
children above the age of 3
years for elementary edu-
cation and to provide early
childhood care and educa-
tion for all children until
they complete the age of 6
years. The Act also sug-
gests that the government
may take necessary arran-
gement to provide free pre-
school education for such
children. 

“The CABE committee
report 2005-06 has also sug-
gested programmes for
Early Childhood Care and
Education (ECCE), like In-
tegrated Child Develop-
ment Services (ICDS), and
proposed convergence to
the extent possible. While
ECCE will continue to be
provided through angan-
wadis under ICDS, the com-
mittee has recommended
that additional pre-school
facilities be provided to
children,” added the offici-
al.

Govt ready with draft policy
to regulate pre-schools

Kapil.Dave@timesgroup.com

Number of playschools 
in Gujarat (approx)

20,000

MAKING PRE-SCHOOL JOYFUL
Number of govt-run 
anganwadis in state

52,043

PLAYGROUP VENUES 
TODAY | Bungalows, 

shops, office buildings, 
apartments

HIGHLIGHTS OF LAWS Enacted by TN and Maha now referred by state

CRITERIA FOR ADMISSION

➤ The minimum age of 
child should be one-and-
half years as on July 31

➤ Schools shall admit 15 
children in a class

➤ Schools shall admit 
children living within a 
radius of 1 km

QUALIFICATIONS FOR 
TEACHING STAFF

➤ Pupil-teacher ratio 
should be maintained 
at 15:1

➤ Teachers employed 
in these schools shall 
have, as minimum 
qualification, a Diploma 
in Education or Home 
Science

SAFETY MEASURES TO 
BE FOLLOWED

➤ Each school should 
have sufficient space 
for playground, 
assembly, free and 
easy movement

➤ The site of the 
school building should 
not open directly on to 
the main roads

BUILDINGS

➤ Classrooms 
should always be 
on the ground 
floor of the 
building

➤ Classroom 
doors/windows 
should be made of 
non-combustible 
material

Ahmedabad: To make Guja-
rat a preferred destination
for global knowledge work-
force and IT industry, the sta-
te government, through its
newly unveiled IT policy,
aims to increase the turnover
of the industry to US$ 15 bil-
lion and provide direct emp-
loyment to 10 lakh youths.

“The objective of the poli-
cy is to increase IT exports
from the state to $2 billion
and its turnover to $15 bil-
lion. Apart from this, the poli-
cy also seeks to provide emp-
loyment to 1 million youths
and increase investment 10 ti-
mes,” Saurabh Patel, Gujarat
government spokesperson
and minister for finance and
energy said while announ-
cing the policy in Gandhina-
gar on Friday.

Gujarat has been a leader
in the manufacturing sector.
However, with the current
value creation becoming
technology driven, the state
is trying to leverage its in-
frastructure, quality of life
and availability of skilled
manpower through educatio-
nal institutions such as IIT,
DAIICT, Nirma Institute, IIIT
Surat, IIM, CEPT and NID to
give a push to IT-led growth.

New IT policy eyes $15 bn
turnover, jobs for 10L youths

For IT & ITeS Units

GALORE
Incentives

For greenfield 
IT/ITeS Parks

➤ Capital subsidy at 
25% of fixed capital 
investment in buildings 
and infrastructure for 
Horizonal IT/ITeS parks.

➤ The subsidy is 
subject to a ceiling of 
Rs 25 crore

➤ Vertical parks to get 
capital subsidy of Rs 
300 per sq ft for built-
up area subject to 
ceiling of Rs 25 crore

➤ 100% 
reimbursement of 
stamp duty/
registration fee and 
conversion fee paid

➤ Power tariff 
subsidy at the rate 
of Re1 per unit on 
reimbursement 
basis for 5 years

➤ 100% 
reimbursement of 
electricity duty

➤ Capital subsidy at 
25% of capital 
expenditure for one 
time on purchase of 
computers, 
networking and 
related hardware 
subject to a ceiling Rs 
1 crore

➤VAT/CST/GST 
reimbursement under 
section-13 of Gujarat 
Value Added Tax Act

➤ Assistance for 
micro and small 
enterprises for 
purchasing shed and 
plots in GIDC’s mini 

estates

➤ 100% registration 
and stamp duty 
reimbursement

➤ Lease rental 
subsidy for space 
taken on lease for 
operations

➤ Interest subsidy 
for MSME IT units 
for five years at 7% 
for micro units and 
at 5% for small and 
medium enterprises

➤ Power tariff 
subsidy of Re1 per 
unit and electricity 
duty reimbursement 
for five years

➤ 100% reimbursement of EPF 
contribution for female and 

75% for male employees

Information Technology (IT)/
Information Technology-
enabled Services (ITeS)

Vadodara: When century’s biggest
find, gravitational waves, was anno-
unced in USA on Thursday, the Jani
family broke into celebrations. 

Their son, Karan Jani, 27, was one
of the key members of research team
and one of the co-authors of the disco-
very paper. Karan, son of educationa-
list Pankaj Jani, made the super com-
puter simulations of the collision of
black holes which matched exactly
with the gravitational waves obser-
ved in LIGO detectors.

“This is one of the greatest scienti-
fic discoveries of the century. It took
100 years of persistence and unmat-
ched quest of human curiosity to find
the ultimate proof of Einstein’s theo-
ry. By detecting the gravitational wa-
ves, we have concluded that there is a
completely new way of the nature com-
municating with us,” said Karan who

was member of the team that first saw
the gravitational wave signal in Sep-
tember 2015. An alumni of Shreyas
High School, Karan completed his BSc
from M S University and later obtained
degrees in astronomy, astrophysics
and physics from Pennsylvania State
University in US. He is currently a doc-

toral scholar at the Georgia Institute of
Technology in the US.

When asked whether he would like
to give something back to India, Karan
said, “I want to popularize science in
Gujarat. We have such brilliant minds,
but Gujarat has produced very few sci-
entists despite having good institutes.
I would like to meet students when I vi-
sit India.”

“To generate interest in science,
the school curriculum needs to be mo-
dified. Most students learn about basic
science by the age of 16 and then there
is little time to choose their career in
different science fields. Scientists sho-
uld connect with the schools and talk
regularly with the students,” Karan
said over video-conference from USA. 

“It is a proud moment for us and our
school. Karan was always an inquisiti-
ve mind and excelled in studies,” said
Karan’s father, Pankaj Jani, managing
trustee of Shreyas High School. 

Vadodara man behind simulation
of Einstein’s gravitational waves 

Ahmedabad: For the first ti-
me in the history of Gujarat
University there will be no se-
nate elections. Results in all
the 92 senate seats, elections
for which were scheduled to
be held on February 28, were
declared uncontested. 

On the last day of withdra-
wal of nomination there only
92 candidates left in the fray
with no candidates in opposi-
tion. The university authori-
ties later published a notifica-
tion declaring names of sena-
te members and also that the-
re will be no polls for these 92
seats this year.

Elections to senate this ye-

ar had sparked off a quota
controversy as GU’s profes-
sors had demanded that reser-
vation policy be implemen-
ted. The state government
which faced a poor show in
district panchayat and taluka
panchayat elections asked
GU’s vice chancellor M N Pa-
tel to work out a consensus be-
fore polls.

On the last day for with-
drawal of nominations there
was consensus on 88 seats, but
four seats of the administrati-
ve wing of the university saw
hectic negotiations going on
till the last minute. Patel later
said, “Consensus proved to be
successful this year because
all students’ unions and politi-
cal parties worked together
for benefit of the university

and academics. The state go-
vernment had entrusted us
with this task and we have
successfully accomplished
it.”

The battle for supremacy
was stark in seven seats for re-
gistered graduate candidates.
GU officials said, “this was a
major challenge for us as the-
re were heavy weight leaders
from BJP and Congress who
were in the fray.” University
authorities helped candidates
reach a consensus with five se-
ats going to the BJP and two to
Congress.

University officials said
several employees were keen
to get into the senate. Even the
estate office Darshan Solanki
who was responsible for con-
ducting the election had filed
his nomination. Not just So-
lanki VC’s personal assistant,
Vimal Upadhyay, too had
thrown his hat in the ring.
Both Solanki and Upadhyay
withdrew their nominations
as the issue was resolved thro-
ugh consensus.

No GU senate polls this year

Ahmedabad: Japan will un-
fold in vibrant colour and
splendour at Ahmedabad
Management Association
(AMA) during the 5th Japan
Festival which was inaugu-
rated by governor O P Kohli
on Friday in presence of con-
sul-general of Japan in
Mumbai, Yoshiako Ito, and
Ahmedabad mayor Gautam
Shah.

Indo Japan Friendship
Association (IJFA) along
with consulate general of Ja-
pan at Mumbai and Japan
Foundation have organized
the festival from February 12
to February 14 which will
provide insight into Japane-
se art, culture, values and li-
festyle.

“The relations with Ja-
pan is not only about a bullet
train from Ahmedabad to
Mumbai or few Japanese dis-
hes, it is a complete ABC re-
lation. ABC stands for Aca-
demic Business Culture,”
said Mukesh M Patel, presi-
dent, IJFA.

Patel further said, “In
last one year, 500 students ha-
ve been taught Japanese at
AMA.” With an objective to
strengthening the Indo-Ja-
panese relations, first of its
kind ‘The Japan Informa-
tion and Study Centre’ was

set up last year before the 4th
Japan Festival at AMA.

The 3-day festival will
witness workshops on vario-
us art forms and traditions
of Japan, including Shoda
(Japanese calligraphy), Ori-
gami (paper craft), Ikebana
(flower arrangement), Kara-
te (martial arts) and Yukata
(Japanese dress demonstra-
tion).

All the events will be per-
formed by celebrated artists
from Japan and Mumbai.

The main attraction of
the festival will be ‘Grand
Gala Japanese Dance and
Music Performances’ to be
held on Saturday evening.
The concert will see perfor-
mance by Japanese violinist

Mika Nishimura with Russi-
an pianist Tatyana Dichen-
ko on piano. The two-hour
show will also have ‘Shishi-
mai-Japanese Lion Dance
Performance’ by Kanako
Shiratori and ‘Nihonbuyo-
Traditional Japanese Dance
Performance’ by Shiho Ha-
segawa.

“Five award winning
films, specially selected by
the consulate of Japan, will
be screened during the festi-
val,” said Junichi Kakuta,
consul, culture and informa-
tion section, consulate-gene-
ral of Japan in Mumbai.

The Japan Festival was
first held in 2009 after Japan
became a partner country of
Gujarat.

Japan festival kicks off
Ahmedabad: His mother was working
as a staff-nurse in a government hospi-
tal of Dhanbad in undivided Bihar, whi-
le his father used to do office work in
West Bengal Electricity Company. But
his passion to explore the universe hel-
ped him create his own small place in
the historic discovery of Einstein’s gra-
vitational waves.

Professor Anand Sengupta, a profes-
sor in Indian Institute of Technology,
Gandhinagar (IIT-Gn), led a team of sci-
entists under the aegis of Indian Initia-
tive in Gravitational-Wave Observa-
tions (IndIGO) — a consortium of scien-
tists from nine research institutes and
universities in India — participating in
the Laser Interferometer Gravitational-
wave Observatory Scientific Collabora-
tion (LIGO).

The gravitational waves were pre-
dicted by Albert Einstein in his general
theory of relativity 100 years ago in 1915.
The gravitational waves were detected
on September 14, 2015 by LIGO detectors,
located in Livingston, Louisiana, and
Hanford, Washington, USA.

Sengupta had joined IIT-Gn in 2012.
However, his journey in the field of gra-

vitational waves, astronomy and scien-
ce has been continuing for the past 13 ye-
ars. Sengupta, who belongs to Dhanbad
district, said that his interest in cosmic
waves spiked when he started doing his
PhD in theory of early universe. 

“I was told that this field is very diffi-
cult and it could take several decades to
search this illusive gravitational waves,
and that made me very curious. I wanted
to know why is it so difficult?” he said.

“Almost everything we know about
the universe has been through detection
of light at different wavelengths. As gra-
vitational waves carry different kind of
information than light, this discovery

has thrown open a fundamentally new
way of observing the universe,” he said.

Sengupta further said that these wa-
ves are quite faint and challenging to de-
tect. Special data processing techniques
are needed to detect them in the noisy
data-detector channels.

LIGO was originally proposed as a
means of detecting these gravitational
waves in the 1980s by Rainer Weiss, pro-
fessor of physics, emeritus, from MIT;
Kip Thorne, Caltech’s Richard P Feyn-
man professor of theoretical physics,
emeritus; and Ronald Drever, professor
of physics, emeritus, also from Caltech.

IndIGO was formed in 2009 by a gro-
up of researchers with expertise in the-
oretical and experimental gravity, cos-
mology and optical metrology, who were
keen on promoting gravitational wave
research in the country with a dream of
realizing an advanced detector in India.

From its inception, Sengupta was ac-
tive in the IndIGO’s interaction with the
LIGO Scientific Collaboration (LSC) – a
group of more than 1,000 scientists from
universities in USA and 14 other count-
ries — as the nominated principal inves-
tigator of this Indian group and served
the nascent community in this capacity
till 2014.

Ashish.Chauhan@timesgroup.com

Ahmedabad: The Ahmed-
abad Municipal Corpora-
tion (AMC) will have to pro-
vide a flat to senior citizen
Ratilal Patel in its affordab-
le housing scheme in the
east zone of the city on an
order passed by a consumer
court.

In 2013, Patel had appli-
ed for a flat in Chief Mini-
ster’s Housing Scheme an-
nounced by AMC. He paid
Rs 20,000 towards the secu-
rity deposit for the flat
worth Rs 12 lakh. His name
got selected in the draw,
and he got a letter from
AMC about decision of al-
lotment of a flat on 9th floor
in a Low Income Group
(LIG) scheme.

However, on August 28,
2014, AMC cancelled allot-
ment of flat to Patel on the
ground that his family in-
come is higher than the eli-
gibility criteria of Rs 1 lakh
to Rs 2.5 lakh. AMC cited
Patel’s bank statement sho-
wing that he was getting
monthly pension of Rs 8,164
and has annual income of
Rs 97,968, which is lower
than the minimum income
required.

Patel moved the Consu-
mer District Redressal Fo-
rum, Ahmedabad (rural),
and submitted that AMC
admitted to its mistake that
the income was wrongly ad-
judged. He also claimed
that AMC refused to accept
his claim that his monthly
income was Rs 19,056 and

annual income was Rs
2,28,612 after getting all al-
lowances.

After going through
bank statements, the con-
sumer forum concluded
that AMC miscalculated
Patel’s income and ordered
it to provide the flat to him
on 9th floor in the same LIG
scheme. It also ordered
AMC to pay Rs 5,000 to-
wards harassment and liti-
gation cost.

AMC refused to accept
this order and filed an appe-
al before the Gujarat State
Consumer Dispute Redres-
sal Forum, but got delayed
by more than four months
in filing the appeal. The of-
ficials could not explain
the delay and its appeal got
rejected.

Consumer court asks AMC
to allot flat to senior citizen
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The policy promises many
incentives for creating IT

and ITes parks as well as IT
units.

Some of the prominent
sops include facilitation for
land allotment, capital subsi-
dy, stamp duty and registra-
tion concession, power tariff
subsidy and electricity duty
reimbursements, lease rental
subsidy and VAT/CST/GST
incentives.The policy also
lays emphasis on innovation,
entrepreneurship, setting up
of educational and R&D insti-
tutions apart from focusing
on financial services, mobile

applications, animation, 3D
gaming, digital entertain-
ment, cloud and big data.

All the new IT/ITes parks
and units coming up during
the operative period of the
policy are eligible for incen-
tives. The expansions by the
existing units will also be con-
sidered eligible.

Incentive
policy for IT,
ITeS parks

Clean room is a place of
“10,000 class”— i.e., sterili-

ty here is maintained at 10,000
particles or less in one cubic feet
column of air. Even in highly
sanitized places like medical
laboratories and operation the-
atres, sterility is at 1 lakh parti-
cles.

Experts say dust is an ene-
my of electronic equipment, es-
pecially of delicate and precise
parts used in space technology.

“While developing sensitive
electronic instrumentation, ti-
ny specks of dust can be a major
source for contamination,” said
Misra.

“Dust can degrade electron-
ic instruments when exposed to
humidity. A clean room main-
tains a constant temperature
and humidity, eliminates dust,
and protects the satellite during
its development, construction
and testing,” the SAC director
said.

Another interesting aspect
of a clean room is that even its
floor is specially built to prevent
production of static electricity
as a discharge of static electrici-
ty can damage instruments on
satellites.

Apart from the clean room,
SAC will also set up a special
vendors’ complex on the Bopal
campus. It plans to give space to
vendors fabricating compo-
nents or special electronic
equipment for specific projects.

“The components and the
technology being developed for
various space programmes cost
more than fabrication. This is
why we want to give our ven-
dors a secure space where they
can even interact with our sci-
entists anytime. We will pro-
vide them assistance by giving
them space for up to a year. They
can stay here and work,” said
Misra.

SAC clean
room to keep

space gadgets
dust-free

Indo Japan Friendship Association (IJFA) along with consulate
general of Japan at Mumbai and Japan Foundation have organized
the festival from February 12 to February 14 
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Ahmedabad: This Valenti-
ne’s Day, theatre artists led by
Archan Trivedi and students
of Ahmedabad University will
gather at the ci-
ty’s original cen-
tral business dis-
trict (CBD) Ma-
nek Chowk, to kick off a cam-
paign to re-install the ornate
fountain gifted by Ahmedabad
municipality’s first Indian
president Ranchodlal Chota-
lal. 

This fountain was dis-
mantled several decades ago,
and a part of it was recovered
and placed in the city museum
at Paldi. Ranchodlal Chhota-
lal, a pioneering mill owner la-
id the foundation of modern
Ahmedabad with the count-

ry’s first underground sewage
and water supply lines that ex-
ist even today. This was apart
from comprehensive city plan-
ning and health initiatives. 

Ranchodlal is also credited
with getting
the ‘Man-
chester of
the east’ sta-

tus to the city. Participating in
the event will be members of
the Gujarat Institute of Civil
Engineers and Architects (GI-
CEA). Director of Centre for
Heritage Management Debas-
hish Nayak says, “Ahmedabad
earned its first smart city tag
— Manchester of the East —
because of Ranchodlal. The
campaign is being launched to
raise funds to rebuild the foun-
tain that was a gift of love from
Ranchodlal to the city.”

Drive to re-install
Ranchodlal’s fountain 
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A 31-year-old man
hanged self at his
residence in Dariapur
on Wednesday. Police
said the relatives of
Amit Panduvanshi, a
resident of Hathishah
ni Pol, said that
Panduvanshi was out
of job, and
unemployment might
be the reason for the
extreme step. TNN

Man ends life

Karan Jani

Professor Anand Sengupta

Nurse’s son leads India in LIGO project 
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