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Ahmedabad: Dhandhuka of
Ahmedabad district seems to be
sitting on a ticking health
bomb, as another case of the de-
adly Crimean-Congo Haemorr-
hagic fever (CCHF), commonly
known as Congo fever, was re-
ported here within the span of a
month. A 26-year-old farmer
who lives some 3 km from the
town is the latest patient to be
hospitalized with the dreaded
viral fever.

The detection of a Congo fe-
ver case within 3 km of the last
case punched holes in the cla-
ims of health and animal hus-
bandry departments which cla-
imed to have sanitized a five km
radium from where the last case
was reported. 

“Harji Jadhav Kher, 26,
complained of fever and cold on
March 7 and approached a local
doctor. As his condition deterio-
rated, he was shifted to Ahmed-

abad’s VS Hospital on March 12.
As his symptoms matched tho-
se of Congo fever, a test was con-
ducted which confirmed the ca-
se on March 15,” said Shilpa Ya-
dav, Ahmedabad district health
officer. Yadav said Kher is a far-
mer and lives at Shrinath Socie-
ty on Ranpur road in Dhandhu-
ka town, which is 3 km away
from where the last case was re-
ported. She said that all nine of
Kher’s family members are be-
ing monitored by the health de-
partment.

Four teams of the health de-
partment have been surveying
the neighbourhood, consisting
543 houses and a population of

2,906 persons, Yadav said. She
adding that as the disease is
spread by ticks on cattle, anti-
tick sprays and cleanliness dri-
ves are being used in a 5 km ra-
dius of Kher residence.

R N Patel, in charge animal
husbandry officer in Dhandhu-
ka, said that anti-tick spray was
used on around 90 heads of catt-
le in the area. Dr Sandip Mal-
han, superintendent of V S ho-
spital, said Kher’s condition is
gradually improving since he
was admitted for treatment. On
February 17, Suresh Gamara,
28, from the same town was fo-
und to be infected with the
Congo fever virus.

26-Year-Old
Farmer Is

Latest Victim

Second Congo fever
case in Dhandhuka

4 teams of health department have been surveying the neighbourhood
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Conference on ‘Startup 
Ecosystems - Learn, Shape and 
Benefit’, today at 9am at AMA, 
Atira Campus

Painting 
exhibition and talk on ‘Mari Kala 
Yatra’ by Amrut Patel, today at 
5.30pm at Vishwakosh 
Bhawan, Usmanpura

Painting 
exhibition ‘Peripheral Journey’, 
today at 4pm at Naman Art 
Gallery, B/H Naman 
Stationary, Ambawadi

Technomantra 
2016 inter-college technical event, 
today at 9am at KS School of 
Business Management, 
Navrangpura

‘Perceiving the Intangible’ 
art exhibition, today at 6pm at 
Hutheesing Visual Art Centre, 
KL Campus, CEPT, Navrangpura
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Gandhinagar: On Thursday,
during discussion on budgeta-
ry demands of the home de-
partment and a non-govern-
ment resolution by Congress
MLA Manilal Vaghela over the
liquor use in Gujarat. the ru-
ling BJP and
Congress
locked horns
in the state
assembly.
Congress sta-
ged a walkout
after the mi-
nister of sta-
te (MoS), Home, Rajni Patel ac-
cused Congress of enabling the
complete failure of law and or-
der when they were in power.
He said that there was a total
lack of law and order in Por-
bandar when Congress was in
power, and there were even put
up boards stating ‘You are in
Porbandar, no law & order
works here’. Reacting strongly

to Patel’s statement, senior
Congress MLA Shaktisinh Go-
hil demanded that the minister
produce such evidence, and af-
ter heated arguments, the
Congress members walked
out. They returned after a
short while. During a discus-
sion on the non-government re-

solution by
Congress MLA
Manilal Vag-
hela over the il-
legal liquor bu-
siness in Guja-
rat, BJP MLA
Keshaji Chau-
han accused

Congress of making a false hue
and cry over liquor and alleged
that the Congress won the re-
cent panchayat elections by
bribing voters with liquor. On
this issue, Congress demanded
action against the BJP MLA
but as deputy Speaker Atma-
ram Parmar didn’t took any ac-
tion, Congress walked out aga-
in.

Cong walks out
over poor law and
order, liquor trade
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Ahmedabad: A student came to blows with a te-
acher during the examination-hour over the is-
sue of fetching graph sheets from the staff ro-
om. The tiff over running this small errand,
which the student felt was the job of a peon, ex-
ploded to the extent that the teacher and student
tore at each other's clothes.

The first year BCom student of BD Arts Col-
lege had come 20-odd minutes late for the statis-
tics paper. 

When he asked
for graph papers,
the teacher said
that he had exhaus-
ted all the papers
and requested the
student to run down
to the staff room to
fetch some.

The student took
offence at this requ-
est and said that a
peon should be cal-
led for running this
errand. The teacher said that there was no peon
and he could not leave the examination hall,
hence he should go get the graph sheets.

This snowballed into a major argument and
the two came to blows with each other. 

The scuffle ended with both tearing each
other’s clothes. College sources said that the in-
stitute’s management intervened and convin-
ced both to put the matter to rest and reach a tru-
ce. No police complaint was filed, college sour-
ces said.

Student, teacher
come to blows

during BCom exam
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Ahmedabad: Attack of pink
bollworms coupled with erratic
rainfall, especially unseasonal
rains, has had serious adverse
impact on cotton yield in Guja-
rat. With an estimated drop of
25%-30%, cotton yield in the sta-
te, during 2015-16, is expected to
reach the lowest level in last 10
years.

According to the latest esti-
mates of the Cotton Advisory
Board (CAB) under union texti-
le ministry, India’s largest cot-
ton producer state is likely to
witness a cotton yield of 621 kg
per hectare, the lowest since
2004-05. This estimate is based
on an expected production of 101
lakh bales (1 bale is equivalent
to 170 kg).

Industry players and agri-
culturists, however, believe that
the yield could go down further
to 550-560 kg per hectare, as the
effect of pink bollworm, para-
wilt (sukaro) diseases is quite
severe.

“Cotton yield is going to be
adversely impacted due to pink
bollworms, parawilt, whiteflies
as well as unseasonal rains,” sa-
id NM Sharma, managing direc-
tor, Gujarat State Co-operative

Cotton Federation Ltd (Gujcot),
which is also a member of CAB.

“Not just Gujarat, attacks of

pink bollworms and whiteflies
as well as erratic rainfall has led
to a fall in yield this year,” agre-
es Dhiren Seth, president, Cot-
ton Association of India (CAI).

Gujarat had registered 516
kg per hectare yield in 2003-04.
According to a city-based cotton
trader Arun Dalal, spurious Bt
cotton seeds have also contribu-
ted to lowering of the yield.

Saurashtra, one of the major
cotton growing regions in the
state, was badly hit by the inva-
sion of pink bollworms. “Cotton
acreage in Saurashtra is around
18.5 lakh hectares, out Gujarat’s
total 27.58 lakh hectares under
cotton crop. In some areas, the
crop had to be uprooted due to
pink bollworm problems. The
yield is going to decline by 25-
30% in 2015-16,” added LK Dha-
duk, research scientist at Cot-
ton Research Center of Juna-
gadh Agriculture University.

Agriculturists also warn
that pink bollworm menace will
aggravate next year if necessa-
ry steps are not taken right
away.

At present, Gujarat is esti-
mated to produce 101 lakh bales
of cotton in 2015-16. But indust-
ry players fear that it could tank
to 90 lakh bales as arrivals in the
markets continue to be low. 

Gujarat’s cotton yield to
be lowest in a decade

BOTTOMING OUT

Year Yield
2004-05                              651

2005-06                                     794

2006-07                                  733

2007-08                                    772

2008-09                             650

2009-10                            635

2010-11                               686

2011-12                                700

2012-13                            633

2013-14                                 722

2014-15                             662

2015-16                        621*

GUJARAT’S COTTON YIELD TO BE 
THE LOWEST IN DECADE
Industry estimates: 550-560 kg/hectare
(*projected, Source: Cotton Advisory Board)

Kalpesh.Damor
@timesgroup.com

Ahmedabad: Gujarat high
court took the Ellisbridge poli-
ce to task and summoned IPS
officer Vidhi Chaudhary on
three days of hearing, and ma-
de her sit in courtroom thro-
ugh proceedings, after a peti-
tion alleged that cops were be-
ing lenient towards a youth,
who had seriously stabbed his
girlfriend with a knife.

The youth had allegedly as-
saulted the girl with a knife lea-
ding to the victim requiring 26
stitches, including nine stit-
ches on her neck and eight stit-
ches on her belly. But cops had
refused to register attempt to
murder charges.

Now, after the weeklong or-
deal, cops assured the high co-
urt that they would book the
accused for attempt to murder. 

Later, the court asked de-
puty commissioner of police
(Zone 7) and police inspector B
P Sonara to remain present.
They were reprimanded for
summoning the victim and
her mother to police station, af-
ter she had filed a petition in
the matter in the high court. 

In this case, 19-year old Di-
lip Baraiya had allegedly at-
tacked Nirmala Valodara, 19,
on January 31, after she refu-
sed to marry her without con-
sent from her parents. 

The girl lodged a compla-
int, but the Ellisbridge police
booked Baraiya only under
Section 323 and 324 of the IPC

for voluntarily causing hurt
by dangerous weapon and by-
passed allegations of attempt
to murder. 

P N Khokhra, PSI, Ellis-
bridge summoned the accused
to the police station and gran-
ted bail to him on spot.

The girl took up the issue
before the city police commis-
sioner. When nothing happe-
ned, the victim moved the high
court through advocate Sam-
irkhan Pathan.

Justice Sonia Gokani sum-
moned PSI Khokhra who as-
serted that there was no inten-
tion on part of the accused to
kill the girl, and therefore sec-
tion 307 was not applicable. Ad-
vocate Pathan contended that
the knife blow was made on the
throat of the victim, and the
accused had carried the knife
for a distance of 10 km before
using it. This reflects the cri-
minal intention on part of the
accused. Making an excep-
tion, the court asked PSI
Khokhra to file an affidavit im-
mediately in a language he
knows, Gujarati, as he pleaded
ignorance of English. He told
the court that section 307 of
IPC was not added because le-
gal opinion had been sought.

Cop gets three-day
detention for going

soft on accused
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court ordered a police officer
of the rank of assistant com-
missioner of police (ACP) or
above to inquire into and re-
port in a month on the compla-
int against two policemen
who were accused of robbery
and extortion by a youth after
an altercation over a traffic is-
sue in last October.

Interestingly, additional
chief metropolitan magistra-
te A S Vyas sought the probe
report from a senior officer
because the Kalupur police in-
spector came up with an old
report, in which there was no
opinion on whether the cops
were responsible for the mis-
deed or not. The Kalupur PI to-
ok three months to submit his
old report, said advocate Imti-
yazkhan Pathan who repre-
sents the complainant.

In October last year, two
constables N K Rabari and Di-
lipsingh of Kalupur police
station intercepted Narol re-
sident Nahid Memon and his
brother and asked for his dri-
ving license while charging
him for violation of traffic ru-
les. Memon filed a complaint
before the court that after a he-
ated discussion, the cops im-
posed a penalty that was grea-
ter than the stipulated fine. He
also accused the policemen of
forcibly extracting the memo-
ry card from his mobile becau-
se he was video-recording the
incident at Tambu Chowky in
Khadia.

Robbery by
policemen: Court
orders probe by

senior officer 
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Vadodara: Acting on a tip-off,
the local crime branch, rural,
arrested a man for selling
adulterated ghee from Manjusar
GIDC area. Suresh Chaudhary was
caught with boxes and sachets of
fake ghee worth Rs 40,290. TNN

Man caught selling
adulterated ghee

RATING 
SCALE

■ Luke Vaughn (Morgan) doesn’t 
have the cash to pay for the cancer 
treatment that his little daughter has 
to undergo. And being a devoted dad, 
he is willing to go the distance in 
order to get the funds. This means 
teaming up with Cox (Bautista) to 
rob a casino owned by Pope (De Niro) 
that he used to work in. But predict-
ably enough, things go awry and

they have to hijack a bus to make 
their getaway from both a team of  
cops, led by Officer Kris (Carano), 
and Pope. 

B
us 657 (also titled Heist in some 
countries) is a fairly fast-paced 
cat-and-mouse chase involving 

the said casino thieves trying to 
outrun both the mob and the cops 
who are in hot puwrsuit. Played out 
mostly on a bus containing a motley 
crew of  hostages, the entire premise 
of  the film is itself  telegraphed early 
on, before the chase begins, and you 
do get an inkling of  how most of  the 
film will play out.

Vaughn is the good father who 
has turned to crime for apparently 
noble reasons while Pope is a sort of  
godfather whose role is admirably 
essayed by De Niro, his famous scowl 
firmly in place. But it’s not like you 

haven’t seen him play this kind of  
role before, to greater effect. Mann 
attempts to add an element of  pathos 
to De Niro’s character in a scene 

where he visits Sydney (Bosworth), 
his estranged daughter, whose 
career couldn’t be more different 
than his, with a confession and an 
offer that she most definitely refuses. 

Bautista, who looks like he’s 
having a very bad day, is the brawn 
but definitely not the brain of  this 
operation. What is interesting is the 
friction between Vaughn and Cox 
even though it is often diluted by a 
script that could have been a notch 
better. Nonetheless, Morgan looks 
suitably harrowed, given his hard 
circumstances.             

Working in this film’s favour is 
the aforementioned brisk pace and 
the taut editing. It somehow adds to 
the sense of  desperation and 
urgency that the lead pair feels. 
Overall, a passable action potboiler. 

— Reagan Gavin Rasquinha

 

■ Colonel Catherine Powell (Mirren) heads an 
operation to kill a group of  terrorists in strife-
ridden Kenya. The operation however involves no 
boots on the ground. It’s carried out via a drone 
and a well-placed Hellfire missile. Matters get 
complicated when a girl strays into the target area 
to sell bread. Apart from drone pilot Steve Watts 
(Paul) refusing to fire, the matter quickly escalates 
into an international dispute over the right course 
of  action. Do they carry out the strike and risk 
killing the girl?

Eye In The Sky is a gripping examination of  
the protocols behind drone warfare. These 
battles play out like a video game, with pilots 

sitting in a dark room filled with display screens 
a continent away, moving a joystick. However, 
drone warfare is as rule-driven—or at least it is 
made out to be—as ever. Guidelines of  engagement 
have to be adhered to and collateral damage has 

to ideally be zero. And the collateral damage angle 
forms the backbone of  this movie. 

Watts and his co-pilot face a moral dilemma 
and refuse to fire. Powell then has to approach Lt 
Gen Frank Benson (Rickman) who in turn has to 
sit around with a bunch of  ministers and 
government officials and debate about whether 
to fire or not. These discussions reach almost 
farcical levels, with one section concerned about 
the humanitarian angle and the other keen to 
make a straightforward military decision.

Rickman may not have much screen time but 
puts in a compelling show. The film is in fact 

dedicated to him. His comments and one-liners add 
some zing and humour to what would have otherwise 
been a rather heavy film. Mirren too excels as the 
hard-headed colonel and Abdi, playing an enabler 
on the ground, is completely on point. 

The only weak spot is the way the drone pilots’ 
emotions are depicted. In real life, they’d surely 
be trained to deal with the prospect of  collateral 
damage. That aside, this is definitely one of  Gavin 
Hood’s (X-Men Origins: Wolverine, Ender’s Game)
better films. Eye In The Sky hits the bullseye. 

— Reagan Gavin Rasquinha
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CINEMA OF THE WEEK
Eye In The Sky (Thriller/Drama)  
★★★1/2
Cast: Helen Mirren, Aaron Paul, Alan Rickman, 
Barkhad Abdi, Jeremy Northam, Iain Glen, 
Phoebe Fox          
Direction: Gavin Hood
Duration: 1 hour 42 minutes 
Language: English (U/A)
58888 code: eye

Bus 657 (Action/Thriller) 
★★★
Cast: Jeffrey Dean Morgan, Gina 
Carano, Robert De Niro, Dave 
Bautista, Kate Bosworth, 
Morris Chestnut
Direction: Scott Mann 
Duration: 1 hour 32 minutes
Language: English (A)
58888 code: bus

POOR★ AVERAGE ★★ WATCHABLE ★★★ GOOD ★★★  VERY GOOD ★★★★ OUTSTANDING ★★★★★VERY GOOD + ★★★★  

Ahmedabad: Considering the increased
number of students and programmes, Cept
University is planning an expansion which
will include a new research centre and
workshop along with new canteens and fa-
culty rooms.

Authorities at Cept have assured that
new construction will complement the ex-
isting buildings, designed by master archi-
tect B V Doshi . They said the green cover of
the campus will not be harmed in the buil-
ding of these concrete structures.

The university, when founded in 1962 by
Doshi, had just a School of Architecture
with 250 students. It now also has a School of
Design, School of Planning, and a School of
Management. The number of students has
also increased to 1,640. Bimal Patel, direc-
tor of Cept, said that the construction will
be finished by the end of February next ye-
ar. 

“A research centre and new administra-
tion centre and faculty rooms will be set up
on around 40,000 square feet by the end of

February next year,” said Patel.
A workshop with 10,000 sq ft at the north-

western corner of the university will be
constructed to provide better facilities to
students, added Patel. Students will be able
to prepare their architecture or design mo-
dels at the workshop.

Shrenik Plaza, which is near the exis-
ting canteen in the central part, will be up-
graded with more lights and paving ways
which will be constructed by the end of No-
vember this year, he said.

Cept plans to add new
buildings to campus

Cept University 
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An American delegation led by
Charles Rivkin, assistant secre-
tary of Economic and Business
Affairs, USA met chief minister
Anandiben Patel on Wednesday
and discussed on various areas
such as infrastructure and
business opportunities. Patel
apprised them about opportuni-
ties for business in Gujarat. She
also invited the delegation
members to participate in

Ignite 2.0 kicks off at IIT-Gn
The projects developed by
students and faculty of Indian
Institute of Technology Gand-
hinagar (IIT-Gn) were on display
on Thursday as a part of IIT-Gn’s
intra-institute technological
festival called ‘Ignite 2.0’. The
festival provides a platform for
students and faculty of IIT-Gn to
showcase their talents through
exhibitions and live demonstra-
tions. A wide spectrum of
applications of science and
technology in day-to-day life
and how complex problems can
be solved creative, crazy and
imaginative ways are highligh-

ted in the exhibition. The idea of
Ignite 2.0 is to tap the potential
of students and encourage them
to work on a professional scale.

CITY DIGEST

American
delegation
meets CM

Ahmedabad: To motivate
startups in the state, indus-
tries department of the gov-
ernment of Gujarat has
formed a State Level Imple-
mentation Committee
(SLIC). 

This committee has ap-
pointed Entrepreneurship
Development Institute of
India (EDI) as nodal insti-
tute for startups under the

startups/innovation
scheme. 

Budding start-ups hav-
ing innovative ideas in the
fields of agri-business, food
processing, bio-technology,
chemicals, plastics and
manufacturing will benefit
from counselling and guid-
ance by EDI. 

Potential ideas will be
selected by a special screen-
ing committee formed by
the institute.

State appoints EDI as nodal
institute for startups
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