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Ahmedabad: To promote fri-
endship between India and
Pakistan, students of social
movement class at the Indian
Institute of Technology-
Gandhinagar (IIT-Gn) have
proposed to hold peace events
at Wagah-Attari border, inste-
ad of the beating retreat cere-
MOny.

The proposal has been ma-
de by 35 students of the social
movement class under the
mentorship of Ramon Magsa-
vsay awardeeanda visiting fa-
culty at IIT-Gn, Sandeep Pan-
deyw.

Pandey said that they have
proposed an innovative alter-
native to promote better peo-
ple-to-peoplerelation between
India and Pakistan aimed at
mutual acceptance, peace and
love, which could bring the
twonations closer,

The proposal suggests that
instead of this military drill,
the space can be used every
day to unite the minds of the
diverse crowd through a cul-

The beating retreat at Wagah-ﬁ.l:tan border

tural exchange event sprea-
ding the message of peace and
friendship. This space can al-
50 be a platform for reuniting
the people displaced and sepa-
rated during the partition.
“The degree of enmity bet-
ween the two countries will
get reduced, if people are allo-
wed to meet freely Under the
proposed programme, stu-
dents, artists, children, litera-
ry personalities, women, pro-
fessionals and activists can
undertake joint constructive
activities,” Pandey said.
“Instead of holding be-
ating the retreat ceremony,
which runs for 45-o0dd minu-
tes, a peace ceremony can be
held to ensure peace and fri-
endship between the two co-

untries. If there are security
concerns, the people can be
frisked thoroughly like it is
done at the airport,” Pandeyv
added.

Gopal Singh, a student of
thecourse,saidthatitwasato-
ugh task for them to make peo-
ple understand that firiends-
hipcan beassured between In-
dia and Pakistan in present at-
mosphere but gradually theyv
realize that there is no benefit
in promoting enmity between
the two countries.

A formal proposal will be
soon put up before the mini-
stry of external affairs and
the ministry of home affairs.
The same proposal is likely to
be sent to the Pakistan govern-
ment.



