soon, BTech-MSc degree at lIT-Gn

Students will have toputinan additlonal year with BTech’s 4-year course to also get MSc degree

‘Invest in good teachers
and make teaching fun’

Shift focus from infrastructure to quality of education: Anu Aga

Total of 328 students were conferred degrees and 21 students awarded gokd medals while 1 students got silver medais
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n the occasion of the 7=

convocation of Indian

Institute of Technology,

Gandhinagar (IIT-Gn)

on Saturday, director of

the institute Sudhir K Ja-

in said that the institute's Board of Go-

vernors havededdedtolaunch Blech-

MScoourse forstudents tobeabletoac-

quire two degrees by studying an addi
tional year.

Moreover, Jaln sabd that IIT-Gn has

decided to welcome all engineering

colleges across the state for exchange
of knowledge, The decision was taken
after the board mulled over waystoin-
volve IIT-Gn more with local students

“It hashbeen observed that students
often choose to study engineering but
sometimes their interest lies in study-
ing core science subjects like mathe-
maticsandphysics, Ifastudentopts for
thiscourse, he/she will be able toacqu-
ire two degrees - BTech and MSc. They
will have to put in an extra year since
BTech is a four-year course and by stu-
dying an additional year, they will get
BTech and MSc degrees. This will hel
students in pursuing PhD or lcv:.u&K
in these subjectsin future,” he said,

Atotal of 328 students were confer-
red degrees and 21 students awarded
gold medals, 10 students awarded sil-
ver medals, while 16 students received
bronze medals for excellence in vario-
uscategories

ITT-Gn has corpus of Rs 50 lakh to
help Vishwakarma Engineering Colle
ge, aslIT-Gnwaslocatedonitscampus
in Chandkheda. “In Board’s meeting,
we discussed how we could involve
more engineering colleges of Gujarat
We have been doing this with VGES,
whose students come to HIT-Gn. Now
we will be doing the same for other
engineering colleges,” Jain said on the
sidelinesoftheevent.
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t a time when quality of edu-
A cation has taken centre stage,
chairperson forsocial initiati-
ve Teach for India’, Anu Aga, who
was the chief guest at HT-Gn's 7
Convocation said that India needs
to shift its focus from infrastructure
In schools to improving quality of
education and teachers. She said
that it Is mid-day meals that bring
studentstocivicschools now andef-
forts should be made to bring them
to school because of education
“RTE focuses on inputs - buil-
ding, toilet and infrastructure. The-
se are Important but it s not educa
tion. You can be under a tree and le-
arn and you can be in fancy buil
dings and not leam. It is good to
have basic infrastructure but focu-
sing on this only will not improve
quality of education,” he said.
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.

She sald, enrolment under RTE
has improved but quality of educa-
ton has not improved. “This is be-
cause teacher’s training institutes
that we have chum out really bad
quality teachers, Teaching is not an
aspirational profession, the best
don’twanttotakeupteaching. Tho-
se who can't do anything better be-
come municipal teachers. Another
Issue is that we don’t invest in tea
chers once they join school. Pro-
grammes like DIET are defunct
There aresome good teachersin the
system but there is a need to invest
inthem. There is a need to make le-
aming fun," she said.,
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