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Resource on Watch - 
COVID-19 forced us to alter our lifestyles in many ways. One such major change in the Library was temporarily discontinued the 
 subscription to print newspapers in order to minimize contact. Previously, Library used to receive 17 newspapers in the main library and
9 in the Mini library. Many users dropped by the library in the early hours to read the freshly arrived breaking news of the day. After over
a year of no sources of newspapers, the Library at IIT Gandhinagar finally brought ‘PressReader’ to the campus in the month of May,
2021.

Search tool to help you reach your article of interest and navigate through thousands of premium sources,
eliminating  less credible or fake contents.
Both on and off campus access using App and web-based solutions.
Option to download and read offline.
5 concurrent sessions, using your laptop, tablet or smartphone.
Download future issues of your favourite publications or save an article for later use.
Translation services for foreign language publications into 18 languages, including Hindi.

Some of the best features of this platform includes:

From top international names like, The Washington Post, The Guardian, Bloomberg, Businessweek to something
closer to home like, The Hindustan Times, Times of India, India Today, PressReader has it all.

How to access PressReader?
To access PressReader, visit: https://www.pressreader.com/catalog
Download App to get started: https://about.pressreader.com/download-app/

How to sign up?
As a new user, you can choose your social media profiles, library card number or use your email address to register. Next, you can set up
your profile to determine what kind of alerts you want from PressReader and click Done. It’s that simple!
Help & Explore more about PressReader: https://care.pressreader.com/hc/en-us

The PressReader is a very popular digital newspaper & magazine distribution and technology platform that provides
access to 7000+ premium newspapers and magazines, in 60+ languages, from 120 countries.
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It is no secret that many textbooks that are used to teach courses are quite expensive.
Library mostly has such course readings added to the collection. However, limited
copies being available, many times the books are issued or accessible only within library
premises and the users cannot borrow them. Thus, to solve this problem, we urged the
student community to donate their personal copies of used textbooks. An
overwhelming response from the community was received and we managed to collect
188 books in the due course. 
We designated a place in the Mini Library for people to drop off their books. Thereafter,
the Library Team checked for the condition of those donated books to ensure they were
reusable and prepared a list of all the books thus received. From time to time, we
circulated the list among the student community. Many students frequenting the Mini
Library availed the service, which we hope saved them some time and money.

https://www.pressreader.com/catalog
https://about.pressreader.com/download-app/
https://care.pressreader.com/hc/en-us
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1WNlVV2hpZrG5or-8a7Ya-wXgoaExwKy5VysBONXPiHI/edit#gid=0


Meet the New Staff Members

Name:  Mantasha Nadeem 

Qualification: MLISc

Alma Mater: Central University

of Gujarat

Year of Passing: 2018 

Name: Sabarmati Bhattacharya

Qualification: 5 Years Integrated

MLISc 

Alma Mater: University of

Calcutta

Year of passing: 2018

Browser Extensions to Locate Full Text Research Articles

Browser extensions have become a way of life for many using the internet. First introduced in 1999, browser extensions are software
components that perform some functions in a quick and easy manner. A bunch of them have been developed to assist the research
and academic pursuits to minimize the hassles of searching full text articles. However, there are more than a million browser
extensions available in today’s time and finding the right one is just as much a task as what the browser extension is trying to solve.
Thus, we have compiled a list of browser extensions that we think will assist you best in your research. Take a look:

EndNote Click: EndNote Click
(formerly Kopernio) is a browser
plugin that allows users to access
full-text PDFs of resources, either
from the list of subscribed contents
or open access. It is perhaps one of
the most popular browser

extensions in the academic world. Now owned
by Clarivate Analytics, the name and logo of
this add-on has changed, without much
functional changes.

Google Scholar Button:
Google Scholar Button is a
browser plugin that provides
easy access to Google
Scholar from any webpage.
This helps in finding full text

on the web or among the subscribed
content, transferring queries from web
search to Google Scholar, format
references in widely used citation styles
etc.

Core Discovery: CORE
Discovery helps users find
freely accessible copies of
research papers that might
be behind a paywall on the  
publisher’s website. This 

extension is available for Google
Chrome, Mozilla Firefox, and Opera
users.

Open Access Button: Open Access
Button provides free access to
scholarly papers by scouring the
web and emailing authors. One can
search for resources directly on the
website, or use browser plugins for
Chrome or Firefox to search for
titles.

 

Unpaywall: Unpaywall is a browser plugin that allows
users to access full-text PDFs of resources for free,
when available. The tool harvests content directly
from over 50,000 journals and open-access
repositories from all over the world, and it uses great 

open data from PubMed Central, the DOAJ, Crossref (particularly their license
information), and DataCite. Currently, the browser plugin/extension is
compatible with Google Chrome and Mozilla Firefox.

Name:  Rajan Kumar (left IITGN

in Oct, '21)

Qualification: MLISc  

Alma Mater: University of Delhi

Year of Passing: 2016

https://kopernio.com/
https://kopernio.com/
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/google-scholar-button/ldipcbpaocekfooobnbcddclnhejkcpn?hl=en
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/google-scholar-button/ldipcbpaocekfooobnbcddclnhejkcpn?hl=en
https://core.ac.uk/services/discovery
https://core.ac.uk/services/discovery
https://openaccessbutton.org/
https://openaccessbutton.org/
http://unpaywall.org/welcome
http://unpaywall.org/welcome


The significant advantage of CORAL ERMS is its interoperable modules which are designed
around the core components of the electronic resource management system lifecycle. The
CORAL ERMS has five major modules which can be installed and used individually or the as
a complete package.

Library Technology Update: 
With the increasing subscription of e-resources, fuelled by the pandemic, it was getting more difficult to track the full cycle of
subscriptions - the expiry date, the license details and all such associated information were scattered across emails, Google drives etc. 

CORAL stands for Centralizes Online Resource Acquisition and Licensing is a free and open-source ERM Tool, basically designed and
developed to manage the entire life cycle and workflow of electronic resources. This software is available under a General Public
License (GPL) V.3 which was developed initially by Hesburgh Libraries at the University of Notre Dam, United States of America.
The five modules consist of: Resources, Licensing, Organizations, Usage Statistics, and
Management.

The rapid growth in electronic contents has forced us to think about the smart mechanism
to facilitate the workflow processes of subscribed electronic resources. We were looking for
a system that helps us manage the entire life cycle of electronic resources. Since open
source is a cost-effective solution for most libraries these days, we opted for the Open
Source Electronic Resource Management for the effective organization and maintenance of
electronic resources such as E-books, E-Journals E-Databases, etc, in the library. Thus,
Library at IIT Gandhinagar implemented CORAL near the end of July in 2020. 

IITGN Research in Open Access Publication
In the world of scholarly publishing, the increasing cost of journal subscriptions, and
monopoly of a few publishers have for a long time been hindering the growth of the
research community. That is until the first declaration of the Budapest Open Access
Initiative in 2002. Gradually the momentum picked up to promote and develop
sustainable models of open access publishing. Today, we can see over 16000 peer-
reviewed open access journals covering all areas of science, technology, medicine,
social sciences, arts, and humanities indexed in the Directory of Open Access
Journals (DOAJ) which is considered one of the most credible databases out there.

To evaluate the Open Access Publishing trends in IIT Gandhinagar over the past few years .
To determine the year wise growth of IITGN publishing in OA journals and conferences.
To analyse the OA publication data by journal, publisher, faculty and researcher to understand the pattern.
To evaluate the Article Processing Charges for publishing the research in OA Journals and see whether there is a possibility to
leverage the same with Library Subscription.

With the worldwide trend of adopting Open Access, Library at IIT Gandhinagar undertook an internal study to look at the publishing of
the IITGN Research in Open Access journals. This study has been carried out with the following objectives in mind.

2018

2020

Open Access Publication Data of IITGN (Year wise & Type of Publication)

Year Article Book
Book

Chapter
Conference

Paper Total

2009

2010

2011
2012

2013

2014

2015

2016

2017

2019

2 - - - 2
3 - - 1 4
1 - 1 - 2

10 - - 1 11
35 - - 1 36

39 - 1 2 42
60 - 2 5 67

103 - - 10 113

110 1 3 16 130

113 - - 11 124

139 - 1 15 155

163 - - 22 185

TOTAL 778 1 8 84 871

In the last 12 years, it is thus found that IITGN has
published a total of 871 papers in OA, out of which 84
are conference papers, 8 are book chapters and one
is a book. The major part of this total publications i.e.,
778 are research papers published as OA in journals
where IITGN authors may or may not have paid
Author Processing Charges (APC). 

We chose Scopus to be the reliable source to collect
this data for the study on hand. Scopus, being a
comprehensive bibliographic and citation database,
flags OA articles. It also has a feature to sort out the
articles which are OA from the total publications of an
organization. The data from 2009 to 2020 were
studied and verified for the IITGN affiliation of the
authors as well the OA status of the sources. The
findings are listed in the table.

https://doaj.org/
https://www.scopus.com/


Feedback from Outgoing Students

Source:news.iitgn.ac.in

Library at IIT Gandhinagar makes an attempt every year to enhance the quality
of service and resources it has to offer, based on the understanding of the user
trend. However, to gauge the actual impact it has on the users and also to
evaluate the overall service quality, each year a survey is conducted for the
graduating students. The main aims of this survey are i) to identify the
requirements of the end users, ii) understanding whether the
resources/services fulfil user requirements, and iii) user satisfaction level
overall. The last academic year was especially a challenging one for the
students. To ensure safety and abide by Covid 19 regulations, many services
had to be discontinued. The Library started looking for alternatives to ensure
the access to resources continue as smoothly as before. Thus, it was imperative 

to survey the user satisfaction this year more than ever. The survey was conducted using Google forms from 03rd June to 10th August
2021. In that time, we received 39 responses, a much lesser number than previous years owing to the pandemic all around. But even
within the limited number of responses, we received some very encouraging words and some very significant suggestions.
Shruti Krishnan from MASC commented “I was not on campus for the entire duration of the pandemic but was well supported by the
library. I thank you for all your efforts and initiatives.” Goldy Yadav, who finished her PhD in Cognitive Science reflected that “The
library staffs are very helpful and overall just awesome!” There were some suggestions too. Like Adarsh Patel, MTech in Biological
Engineering, suggested that for e-newspapers. Luckily, PressReader is in the picture now! Kishen N. Gowda from BTech suggested a
bigger space with more seating, while there were many requests for more photocopying machines.

We heard what you said - feedback from earlier surveys:
Earlier in 2018-19, we had received many requests to improve the library furniture and better photocopying/scanning facilities. We
captured those suggestions and brought in some comfortable chairs and tables with charging sockets as well as made two scanners
available for the community’s use.

Down the Line 

Find out about the 'corner' in the library that helps you progress in career.

Scan to download the Library
Mobile App Follow us

Stay Connected with us!

 General: librarian@iitgn.ac.in

 Library Acquisition: libraryacquisition@iitgn.ac.in

 Library Circulation: librarycirculation@iitgn.ac.in

 Library Services: libraryservices@iitgn.ac.in

        Email us :  

Main Library - (079 2395) Ext: 2431,1127, 1128,1129,1253

Mini Library - (079 2395) 1130

       Telephone :

A series of workshops to enhance your research and academic lives.

Did you know?
Nowadays if we want to search for a book in the library collection, we simply type in our keywords in
the Online Catalog. But the story was quite different earlier. Catalog cards were used to locate
resources within the library and the catalogers had to learn and use a special handwriting to write
these library cards. This special rounded style of handwriting, known as ‘Library Hand’, was developed
in 1885 by Melvil Dewey and Thomas Alva Edison, popularly known for the invention of light bulbs.
The intent of developing a special handwriting was to ensure uniformity and legibility across the
catalog cards. The 1903 Handbook of New York State University Library School made a set of 

Source:Wikipedia 

 spacing between letters, special letters & figures, and even the proper posture and position of the writer, to develop a perfect Library
Hand. Gradually, with the introduction of typewritten cards, Library Hand became a lost art. Eventually, catalog cards were replaced
altogether with the development of machine readable bibliographic formats (MARC) and online catalog.

Meet the authors of IITGN!

requirements that specified particular type of ink, inkstands, pens, penholders, erasers, size of the letters used, slant of the letters used,

https://www.facebook.com/Library-IITGN-105636257877813/
https://twitter.com/LibraryIITGN
https://www.linkedin.com/company/library-iitgn/
https://www.instagram.com/iitgn_library/
https://in.pinterest.com/librarysocialmedia0715/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/189282961@N08/
https://catalog.iitgn.ac.in/

